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captain to fi me seine tr reac only pains to 


wounded, and robbed. 


Ow shat I could return to my. native country 
és a creditable way, I felt excellive ee, in 
ing myfelf out of fight of that fatal iMland, 
_ -has been the grave of ffo many, Europeans ; | 
- accommodated. with every thing | to rend 
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being feized with a violent fit of. the gout and gravel, but 
applied to a catk of Hollard gin, which was his foverei ign 
prefeription againft all diftema But whether he was 
at this'time too (paring, or took an over: dofe of his cor- 
dial, certain it is, he departed. in the night without any 
ceremony, (which indeed was a thing he always defpifed,) 
and was found {tiff next morning, to the no {mall fatis- 
faction of Ci campley, who fucceeded to the command of. 
the veffel. For that very reaf ‘Mr. Tomlins and I had 
no caufe to rejoice at this ey t, fearing that the tyranny 
of our new commander would now be as unlimited as his 
power. The firft day of his command juftified our appre- 
henfion; for, on pfetence that the decks were too much 
crowded, he ordered.the furgeon’s hencoops, with all his 
fowls, to be thrown over-board, and at the fame time pro- 
hibited him and me from appearing on the quarter-deck, 
Mr. Tomlins could not help complaining of thefe injuries, 
and in the courfe of his expoftulation dropped fome hafty 
words, .of which Crampley taking hold, confined him te 
his cabin, where ina few days, for want of air, he was 
attacked by a fever, which foon put an end to his life, 
after: having made his will, by which he bequeathéd all his © 
eftate, perfonal and real, to his fitter, and left to me his 
watch and inftruments as remembrances of his friendship. 
> ¥ was ‘pevetrated with grief on this melancholy occafion, 
the more becaufe there was nobody on board to whom I 
~. could communicate my griefs, or of whom I could receive 
the leaft confolation or advice. Crampley was fo far from 
difcovering the leaft remerfe for his barbarity, at the news 
_of the furgeon’s death, that he infulted his memory inthe _ 
_ moft abufive manner, and affirmed he had peifoned himfelf 
out of pure fear, dreading to be brought toa court-mar- — 
tial for mutiny ; for which reafon he would not fuffer the 
~ fervice of the dead to be read over his body before it was 
fhrown over-board. 3 : ae 






























m my ie the more aioe, ‘be 
efre that I fhould be expelled 
e yas no fooner hinted than’ they 
was fain to-eatin a folitary 
reft of the paflage, which, 
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We had been feven weeks at fea, when the gunner told 
the captain, that by his reckoning we mutt be in found- 
ings, and defired he would order the lead to be heaved. 
-* Crampley fwore he did not know how to keep the fhip’s  — 
: way, for we were not within a hundred leagues of found- 
ings,. and therefore he would not give himfelf the trouble 
to caft the lead. Accordingly we continued our courfe all 
that afternoon and night, witl ening fail, though = 
the gunner petended to difeover Scilly light, and nal ae 
morning protefted in form againtt the captain’s condué 5 
for which he was put in confinement. We difcovered no se, q 
land all that day, and Crampley was {till fo infatuated as 
to negle@ founding : but at three o’clock in the morning — 
the fhip truck, and remained fatt on. a fand-bank. This 
accident alarmed the whole erew ; the boat was immedi- ; 
ately hoifted out; but, as we could not difcern Whichag se i 
the fhore lay, we were obliged to wait for day- light. pers 
the mean time the wind increafed, and the waves | 
_againft the floop with fuch violence, that we expeéted fh 
would have gone to pieces. ~The gunner was releafed and. 
confulted : he advifed the captain to. cut away her maft, in 
order to lighten her; this was performed without fuccefs 
the eee: feeing things 4 in a a ee 


































Vhow ceremony ; ae deer eonie es ee, é 
fion enfued, In the midft of this uproar. ae 
fecure my own effects, and found. the carpen 
Beweing down the purfer’s cabin with his hate 

all the while with great compofure, — 
intention in fo doing, he replied very 
<* want to-tafte. the purfer’s rum; that’: 

_ At that inftant the purfer, coming dow 

ite going to wreck, complained bitter! 


ae fer liquor, wheat 
a few “minutes ?: - 
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“knees, and begged of Heaven that we might not all perifh 
for the fake of one Jonas. During this dialogue I clothed: 
myfelf in my beft apparel, girded on my hanger, ftuck — 

my piftols loaded in my belt, difpofed of all my valuable ~~ 

mM bles pees my perfor and came upon : deck wey a 


ae 
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“Grampa Bers ne 
é ed to” confult: his. own 


ee Of Uneticaual, “« 
 fafety by going into the b hl 
' than the fhip’s company follo . e att, that fle would. 
_ have funk along-fide, had 3 not 3 

















0 get in, cas was eee 
as fo oe for r exoluding 


z aly. Enraged at this ition neues and ain g tHe 
rope cut, I pulled one of ny pittols from my’ belt, and, 
socking it, {wore I would fhoot any mati who would pre’ 
fume to obftrua my entrance. So faying, TP leaped with 
ny fall exertion, and got on board'the boat’ with the’ lofy 
of the fkin off one of my fhins. Ichaticed in my defeent® 
‘to ‘overturn Crampley, who no fooner got up than he ftruck’. 
at me feveral times with'a cutlafs; and ordered the men to 
throw me over-board; but they were too anxious about’ 
their own fafety to mite what he faid.. Though the boat’ 
Was very deeply loaded, and the’ fea terribly high, we made’ 
Shift to get upon dry dandin lefs than an hour after we’ 
parted from'the floop. As foon as I fet foot on terra 
firma, my indignation which had boiled fo long within 
me, broke out againft Crampley, whom I immediately 
ee a seed combat, prefenting my piftols that he 
lis ‘choice ; he took one without” hefitation, : 



























nd, Sonne: the bullet had. 
Taine as ‘quick as poflible, 
renged 3 then, flying upon m 
‘ feveral of his fore-teeth 
and would certainly have 
anit uinent, had he not di 
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the piftol. Sewn bine armed in this manner, I drew 
_ iny hanger, and having flung my piftol at his head, clo- 
_ fed with him ina tranfport of fury, and thruft my wea- 
pon into his mouth, which it enlarged on one fide to his 
ear. Whether the {mart of this wound difconcerted him, 
or the unevennefs of the ground made him reel, I know 
not, but he ftaggered fome paces back 2b followed clofe, 
and with one ftroke cut the tendons on the back of 
hand, upon which his cutlafs dropt, and he remainec ! 
fencelefs.—-I know not with what cruelty my rage might — 
have infpired me, if L had not at that inftant been felled 
to the ground by a blow onthe back part of my head, 
which deprived me of all fenfation—When I recovered 
the ufe of my underftanding, I found myfelf alone in a 
defolate place, ftript of my clothes, money, watch, oa 
- buckles, and every thing but my thoes, ftockings, breeches, . 
and fhirt, ---Whata difcovery mutt this be tome, who, but. 
an hour before, was worth fixty guineas in cafh! J curfed 
the hour of my birth, the parents that gave me being, the 
fea that-did not fwallow me up, the poinard £. the ene- 
my, which could not find the way to my heart, the 
villainy of thofe who had left me in that miferable condi- 
tion, and in the e&acy of defpair, refolved t to Nie {till ? 
where 1 was and perifh. | ne 4. me 
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ag y---lam 7 (uc es aribaies oe ita 
her advice---fhe recommends me as a valet to afi ingle lac 
a agai fhe ie 8 COIN ee 














a which it appeare is: to me a fi 
ny vas to get up #1e 
e nezt inhabited place for 
are I sot upon my legs, and’ 
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. found I had ae no Hees 











iby the fame ‘weapon, neue the but-end of a pittol, 
I ‘looked towards the fea, but could difcern no remains of — 
the fhip; which made me conclude fhe had gone to pieces, — 
and that thofe who remained in her had perifhed: but,. as 
T afterwards learned, the gunner, who had more fagacity 
than Crampley, obferving. that it was flood when we left 
her, and that fhe would pofibly float, at high-water, made 
no noife about getting on fhore, but continued on deck, 
ih. hopes of bringing her fafe into fome harbour, after the 
‘eommander had deferted her, for which he expeéted, no 
doubt, to be handfomely rewarded, —This he accordingly 
performed, and was promifed great things by the admi-= 
- ralty for faving his majefty’s fhip ; but I never heard he 
- reaped the fruits of hi expe@ation.—As for my own 
part, I dire@ed my courfe. towards a {mall cottage I per- 
ceived, and in the road picked upa feaman’s old jacket, 
which I fuppofe the thief who drefled himfelfin my clothes 
_ had thrown away ; this was a very comfortable acquifi- 
tion tome, who was almoft {tiff with cold: I therefore 
_. putit on, and as my natural heat revived, my wounds, 
which had left off bleeding, burft out afreih ; fo that 
finding myfelf exceflively exhaufted, | was about to he 
down in. the fields, when I difcavered a barn to my left 
hand, within afew yards of me; thither 1 made fhift to 
ftagger, and finding the door open, 4vent in, but faw no- 
body ; upon which I threw myielf upon a trufs of ftraw, 
hoping to be foon relieved by fome perfon or other. I 
had not lain here many minutes, when I faw a country- 
manecome in with a ene -fork in his hand, which he was 































nd i in all probability would Feat! annie my Hie Gnels: 
had I not-uttered & dreadful groan, after having effayed 
.yain to fpeak.—This melancholy note alarmed the — 
wn, ‘who. ftarted back, and difcovering a body all be- — 
. red with blood, ftood So with the pitch-fork 
e : - Pipe I ‘s 





? pee bcos £ the: fee cone 
an hour, during which time Tmade mar 
forts to implore his compaiiic 3 and. 

sonene. failed ik “ia ay ang : 
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of groans : : at length atoll. man arrived, who feeing the 
other in fuch a pofture, cried, *« Mercy upon un! the 
© Jead’s bewitch’d!—Why, Dick, beeft thou befayd . 
—  thyfelf?”—Dick, without moving his eyes from the 
object that terrified him, © replied, “‘ O vather! vather ! 
*« here be either the devil or a dead mon: I doan’t know 

‘¢ which on’un but a groans woundily,’ "The father, 
whofe eye-fight was none o he beft, pulled out his fpeG@a- 
cles, and having applied them to his nofe, reconnoit1 ed 
















me over his fon’s fhoulder 3 but no fooner did he behold 
me, than he was feized with. a fit. of fhaking, even more. 
violent than Dick’s, and w th a broken accent addrefled 
me thus: ‘¢ In the name of the Vather, Zun,“and Holy. 
— Ghoft, I charge you, an you been Satan, to be gone 
* the Red Zea; -but an “you be a moordered mon, 
 *€ fpeak, that you may have Chriftom burial’’-—As 1. 

was not in a condition to fatisfy him in this particular, he _ 

repeated his conjuration to no purpofe ; and they, contis ee 
aust a good while? in the a of: ear an length he 
















opinion vhs his father hhould ee ft. pe | 

old man paft his labour, and if he received any mifchief, — 
the lofs would be the fmaller ; whereas he himfelf might — 
cheaye, and be ufeful in we peer i ae 





beenees me and eae the mean time Le _ 
fo raife one eee as a ay ot di nl 
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<< vil, but in youren fool’s head.—Here be a poor mifer- 
“48 able wretch, bleeding to death, and if he dies, we. 
“© muft be at the cliarge of burying: him 3 therefore, Dick, — 
** go and vetch the old wheel-barrow and puten in, and 
*¢ carry him to good-man Hodge’s s back-door, he is more 
“« eable than we to lay out ‘money upon poor vagrants.’ Ae 
—Her advice was taken, and ‘immediately put in execn- 
tio. IT vas rolled to the other farmer’s door, where I 
ee Mas tumbled out like a heap of dung, and would certainly 
have fallen a prey to the hogs, if my groans had not dif- 
turbed the family, and brought fome of them ont to view 
my fituation—But Hodge | relembled the id more than 
the good Samaritan, and ordered me to be carried to the 
houfe of the parfon, whofe bufinefs it was to praétife, as = 
well as to preach charity; obferving that it was fufficient 
for him to-pay his quota t towards the maintenance of the 
_\) poor belonging to his own parifh.—W hen I was fet down 













at ned -to excommunicate him who fent as well as 
EG; 10. brought me, unlefs they would move me im- 
i mediately*to another place.—About this time I fainted — 
with the fatigue I had undergone; and afterwards under- 
that 1 was bandied about, from door to door, 
througha whole village, no body having humanity enough 

to adminifter _ the leaft-relief to me, watil an old woman, 
who owas fufpeced of withcraft by the neighbourhood, | 
heari g of my diftrefs, received me into. her houfe, and 
having drefied my wounds, brought me to myfelf with 
cordials of her own preparing.—I was treated with great 
eare and tendernefs by this grave matron, who, after I 

_ had recovered fome {trength, defired to know the parti- 
 culars of my lat difafter.—Tiis piece of fatisfadion I 
could not refufe to one who had faved my life, therefore 
‘ a my adventures Wat Hout ea 2 or Te . 


















Pronecioed a ORE defire to hes nye her — 
“ceived my drift by. fome we i ed, a 





he vicar’s gate, he fell into a mighty paffion, and ae 





would toninfunicate it on in ii curavion of the con- 
© fidence I had repofed in her.—‘* It is of little confe+ 
* quence,” faid the, ““(tor tell the names of my parents, 








*¢ who are dead many — 20.3 let it ne fice to. ome 
ee bee that they were wealthy, and he 
fe fo that I was looked ae as eee to a cou: 
se By eftate, and teiz ed with addreffes on tha 
* count. Among the number of my admirers. 






** a young gentleman of no fortune, whofe fole cen. . 
«© dence was on his promotion an thearmy, in which, af.) | 
* that time, he bore a lieutenant’s commiffion—I con- 
*€ ceived an affection for this amiable officer, whichina 9 


*¢ fhort time increafed to a violent paflion, and, without 


** entering into minute circumftances, married him - pris 


Ags vately, —We had not enjoyed one another long in ftolen 


‘< yiterviews, when he was ordered with his regiment 
“ to Flanders; but before he’ fet out, it was a. be= 
: Mise US, ibe he fhould declare our mBr eae to my 


et we: chad le without his" approbation.—This was Hoe -. 
« while I was abroad ‘vifiting, and juft-as | was about to 
**' return home, I-received a letter from’ my fathery im- 
*¢ porting, that fince I had aed fo undutiful r and 





*« meanly, as to marry a beggar, without. his priv e 
*¢ confent, to the difgraee of his family, as well as. 
«¢ difappointment of his hopes, he renounced me 
‘¢ miferable fate 1 had entailed upon myfelf; id: 6) 
* me never to fet foot within his doors 
gid fentence was confirmed by r 0 
‘¢ poft{cript, gave me to underftand 
* were exadtly conformable to thofe 
* that L might fave myfelf the tro 
applications, for her refolution 
‘Thunder-ftruck with my evil fortune, 1° 
; oy grove to _ hufband?s: pete 3 


i ter 
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“ the laft part of her poftfcript.—Well, my dear Bere, 
‘* you muft lay afide ail thoughts of a coach, till T ean 
“* procure the command of a regiment.—This uncencern- 
*« ed behaviour, while it enabled me to fupport my re- 
“« verfe of fortune, at the fame time endeared him to me _ 
‘* themore, by convine rg me of his difinterefted views - 





a“ in elpowiing me.—I was next day boarded in company y 
po Sori the wife of another officer, who had long been the 
- friend and confident of my hufband, at a Village not far 


_ © from London, where they parted from us in the moft 
_ * melting manner, went to Flanders, and were killed in 
2 eight of one another at the battle of the wood.— Why 

ad thould I tire you witha defeription of our unutterable. 

_ * forrow at the fatal news of this event,. the remembrance 

“of which now fills my aged eyes with tears? When our 

*¢ grief fubfided a little, and refle@ion came to our aid, 

_ © we found ourfelves deferted by the whole world, and 

_* in danger of perifhing fer want: whereupon we made 
he application for the penfion, and were put upon. the lift, 

*« Then vowing eternal friendfhip, fold our jewels and fu- 
perfitfous clothes, retired to this place, (which is in the 
county of Suffex,) bought this little houfe, where we 

~ + 4 lived many years ina folitary manner, indulging our 

“ mutual forrow, till it pleafed heaven to call away 

© my “Cpmapanion two years ago; fince which time & 
_have lingered out an_ unhappy being, in hopes of a 
“fpeedy diffolution, when I promife myfelf the eternal 
© reward ‘of all my cares.—In the mean time,’ con- 
‘tinued the, ‘« I muft inform you of the character I bear 

** among my neighbours.—My converfation being differ- 

‘« ent from that of the inhabitants of the village, my re- 

ie clufe way of life, my ‘kill in curing diftempers,. which 

ae Tacquired from books fince I fettled here, and laftly, 
ox « my age, have made the common people look’ wpon me 
_ * as fomething preternatural, and lam actually at this 
© hour believed to bea witch, The parfon of the paril 
whofe acquaintance 1 have not. been at much 
4 cultivate, taking umbrage at 1 ; fappofed 
sar contributed not a eae tow the 
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é¢ about her neces wi hich was a. . favourite of - my decealed 
«* companion.” 

The whole behaviour ae this venerable perfon, was fo 
primitive, innocent, fenfibie, and humane, that I con- 
~ tracted a filial re{pe& ior her, and begged her advice with 
“yegard to my future condu&, as joon as I was in a con- 

dition to a& for myfelf.—She . liffuaded me froin a defign 

I had formed of travelling to London in hopes of Boas 

ing my clothes and pays by” returning to my {hip, _ 
by this time, I read in a news-paper, was fafely arrivec 
in the river Thames. <“ Becaule,” faid the, << you run. 
«« the hazard of being treated not only as a deferter uae i 
«¢ quitting the floop, but alfo as a mutineer in affaulting ake 
- & your commanding officer, to. the malice of whofe re- 
<< venge you will be moreover expofed. She then, pro- 
mifed to recommend.me asa fervant to a fingle lady of her « 
acquaintance, who lived in the neighbourhood, with her 
nephew, who was a young fox-hunter of great fortune, 
where I might be very happy, provided I could bear with 
the difpofition and manners of my mitrefs, which was 
fomewhat whimfical and particular.—But above all things 
the counfelled me to conceal my ftory, the knowledge oF 
which would effeQually poifon my entertainment: for it ee 
was a maxim among moft people of condi ition, that no : 
gentleman in diftrefs ought to be admitted into a famih 
asa domeftic, left he become proud, lazy, and infolent 
was fain to embrace this humble propofal, I 
affairs were defperate; andin.a few days - 
this lady, to ferve in quality of her footme 
prefented by my hoftefs, asa young : 
been fent to fea by his relations againft 
was fhipwrecked and robbed, which h 
difguft to that way of life fo eb, that 
to go to Hervice: on Vege thas enter h 


a ie 




























place, the wiv me a ketch of my milters 
at I might know better how to regulate 
: aie lady,” faid fhe, “* is a maiden of for 
not fo remarkable for. her beauty as. ‘her-lear 
which | is famous all over the counts 
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st 





] owielee, that. fhe negleas her “penfon even. 


Put 









. i to a degree of dren eaae this negligence, to ether 
» ** with her contempt for the Biale part of the on 
ae Bie her ae, no ne “Onk 









hich ething cram ina 2 2 
an her pe 





a -roon, cae 
: the eps a anne maid, -waiting- 
ner. own, and feldom eats or 
ays but her neice, who 







= ost with ally of | 
~“¢4s a very lovely creat 
*€ to the: prejudice of he 











wn health, Ee ating up with 

‘ her whole nights | er; for your miftrefs is too 
| - much of a philofoph ere by. oe cuttoms: of 
Be as OE and never fleeps 














ge Pacha and bolle as earth, air, and fe are 
“inhabited by invifible beings, with whom it is pofible 
2 for the human ieee to entertain correfpondence and 
ae intimacy, on thé ee si condition of living ‘chafte.—As 












this kind, fhe ne Nesaer heard of me as mv cat, 
n fhe paid me a.vifit, witha view, as fhe has fince 
oe introduced to my Eee and was 


oe ‘his vaoheee torn of mind, ‘abs 
¢ from the worl ld, a cannot. advent 
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My: t ceation oe that lady—I ee enamoured a Narciffa— 


recount the particulars of my laft misfortune—acquire the 
good opinion of my mifire/s—an account of the young ‘[quire— 
Lam made acquainted with more particulars of Narciffa’s. 
fituation—conceive a mortal hatred againft Sir Timothy— 
— Texamine my lady’s hecamy, and performances—her. ext ras 
z — behaviour, : 


ya CHAP. ee a 








RAUGHT ee thefe iad inftru@ions,. : “cepained: ‘a 
E } to the place of her habitation, and was introduced. 
by the waiting-woman to the pretence of my lady, who. 
had not before feen me.—She fat in her ftudy, with-one. 
foot upon the ground, and the other upon a high ftool at. 
fome diftance from her feat ; her fandy locks hung down 
in a diferder I cannot call beautiful, from her head, w ‘hich. 
was deprived of its coif for the benesit, of fcratching Bo ae 
tone hand, while fhe held. the ump fa pen in the other. | 
—Her fore-head was high and wrinkled, her eyes large, 
grey and prominent; her nefe long, {harp. and oan! ne. 
her mouth of vaft capacity ; her, vifage meagre a “e 
ckled, and her chin peaked like a fhoemaker’s paring knife: 
her upper lip contained a large quantity of plain . hy 
which, by continual - falling, had. Papoaies hers ck. 






























gown, : Khak sae lon about Bee ee an 
dy poetic, difcovering linen that was very ne 
appearance wever wa/hed but in Caftalian fireams. 
| her lay heaps : of books, _globes, am ee 


Puke kane, at hee left lay bee hénak aie 
ufed, and a convenience to fpit i in, sie 

ef her chair. —Being'in.a reverie whet 
mae ig sey ‘think: apto per. to- diftarb 





é = feveral times altered her 
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wards the door, and perceiving us, cried, Whatis the 
*« matter?” Here’s the young man,” replied my con- 
ductrefs, «© whom Mrs. Sagely recommended asa footman 
<r to your ladythip.””. On this information fhe ftared in 
my face .a confiderable time, and tlien afked my name, 
which I thought proper to conceal under that of John 
Brown.—After ering furveyed me with a curious eye, 
ihe broke out into, “«.O! ay, thou waft thipwrecked, i § 
<< remember—Whether didft thou come on fhore on the 
«< back of a whale or dolphin?” Tothis I anfwered, I 
had fwam- -afhore without any | afiftance.—Then the - for 
ymanded to know if I-had ever ‘been to the. Hellefpont, : 
andwam from Seftos to’ Abydos? I replied in the nega-- 
tive: upon which fhe bid the maid order a fuit of new li- 
oe anil for me, and inftruét me in the articles of my duty; 
fo faying fhe {pit in her fnuff-box and wiped her nofe 
| Aerie her cap which lay on the table, inftead of a hand-. 
‘kerchief. —We returned to the Uicehen: where I was re- 
~-  galed by the maids, who feemed to outvie with one ano-° 
‘ther, in’ exprefling their regard for me.—From them I- 
underftood, that my bufinefs confifted in cleaning knives: 
and forks, laying the cloth, waiting at table, carrying 
meflages, and, attending my lady when fhe went abroad. 
- ‘There being a- very good fait of livery in the houfe, 
which had. belonged to n y predeceffor, deceafed, Idreffed _ 
“myfelf in it, and found it fit me exa@ly, fo that. there: x 
y) YC cafion for Be ying a tailor on that Ligetnc®: 






} 








ee atoue ae cc) seloeke is fl ed ; 
was ordered to lay the cloth and placetwo caversy hich 1) 3 
under{tood was for my miftrefs and her niece; 
not as yet feen.—Though I 
this operation, I performed it 
~ and whee. eos was re the, 











-RODERICK RANDOM. ca 


the prefent fhall be Nancie fa. much Geeoesiels: appears 
ed in the countenance and carriage of this amiable appa- 
rition, that my heart was captivated at firft fight, and 
while dinner lafted I gazed upon her without intermiffion. 
—Her age feemed:to be feventeen, her ftature tall, her 
fhape. yuexceptionable ; + her hair, that fell down upon, her 
ivory. neck in ringlets, black as jet; cher arched eye-brows 
of the fame colour; her eyes piercing, yet tender; her | 
"dips: of the confiftence and hue of cherries; her complex= 
ion clear, delicate, and healthy; her afped& noble, in- 
genuous and humane; and the whole fo ravifhingly de- 
lightful, that it was impoflible for any creature, endued 
with. fenfibility, to fee without admiring, and admire 
- without loving her to excefs! How often did I curfe. the 
fervile ftation, ‘that. placed mé fo ey ue neath the, 





‘ght 
with 





I blefs my ee that enabled mé to enjoy daily th 
of fo much perfection! When the fpoke, I liftened. 
Bee but when the - Shee to me, my foul was 














ce peiaant is leome? : 
ed with ineffable complacency, if | was the wert 
had been fo cruelly ufed ae rc be ? When 2 hac 


hhipwrected. Leseuncae ie Mrs. Saget | 
me) I told her, that I had “been. bound 
mafter of a fhip , contrary to my. “inclin < 
had foundered at fea; and 1 and four mo: 
ced.to be on deck when fhe went © 
fe to the ae where my, og ian ae 






2 en from the peng shes teers ey 

| fiiitied my recital, my miftrefs faid, <* Df 
cor : eff ner oes m To sm aig opinion 
igs By 
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Be 
we 
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affented, with a | compliment ito’ any ‘underfunding & Mn. “the 
fame language, that flattered my vanity extremely. =~ 
“The converfation, among other fubjeas, brhea™ ‘upon 
‘the young “{quire, whom my lady enquired after under 
the title of the Savage ; j and was informed by < cher niece, 
that’ he was ftill in “bed, ‘repairing the fatigue ‘of laft night’s 
‘debauch, and recruiting ftrength and fpirits ‘to undergo 2 
fox-chafe to-morrow morning, in company with Sir Ti- 
mothy Thicket, Squire Bumper, and a great many other 
‘gentlemen of the fame ftamp, whom’ he had invited on. 
that occafion ; ; fo that by day- “break the whole houfe 
would be in an “uproar.— —This -was a very difapreeable 
piece of news to the virtucfo, wha protelted fhe would 
pists her ears with cotton W eas fhe. went to bed, a take 


“When their dinner was ‘over, I and my fellow- Wiha 
fat down to ours in the. kitchen, where IT underftood that 
. Sir Timothy Thicket was a wealthy kn, light in the neigh- 
-Sourl hood, ‘between whom and Narciffa: a match had been 
. projetied. by. her brother,. : “who ‘propofed at the fame time ; 
10. efpoufe ‘Sur Timothy’ 5 fi ifter, by which means, as their 


re 


fortunes. were pretty equal; the. young ladies would. be 


Ps 


provided for and their brothers be never the poorer; but 
my Jasie ee aes not concur in hicd Iehe mies each of them en- 











: eee nant 1 ; 2 ; ua at 
a G is he. “eftate excluded). did not feem. mee i+ 
he give me much wae nefs with refpeé t 







or. a Ate, es hate v 
ce fo. mueh age bes by ve | 
lo 







‘found .a .thoufand: feraps of her own poetry, confifting of 
three,. four, ten, twelve, and; twenty lines, op an. infinity 
of fubje@s, which, as whim inipired, fhe had begun,.withe 
‘out conftancy ar capacity.to. bring to any. degree of com- 
pofitions. but, what was very extraordinary in a female 
poet,. there was not the leaft mention made of love i in. any 
of her performances. I counted fragments of five tragedies, 
the titles of which were, “ The ftern Philofopher—The 
~ & double Murder—The faerilegious Traitor—The Fall of 
*¢ Lhucifer—and: the Lat Day”—From whence [. gather: 
ed, that.her difpofition was gloomy, and her imagination 
delighted with, obje@s of horror... Her library was. com= 
pofed of the, belt. Englifh hiftorians, poets, and, philofo- 
phers, of all: the French critics and posts, and. of a. doy 
books in lialian,. chiefly.poctry,.at the head of wg | 
were Taffo. and. Ariofto;. pretty much ufed—befides- thef 
tranflations of the claffics into: French, but not one - ee 
ja Greek or Latin;. a circumftance that difcovered. her 
dgnoranse of thefe languages... After having taken a. full 
view of this. colle@ion | Tretired, and at. the ulual se ap 
Brepar ing to lay the. cloth, when I was. fold by the m ; 










"with the notes a9 the honadete: the + morning, wee a: ps 
—* ‘believed herfelf a hare: else with +he. unter 


she - let me noe that wa eee was: very cae. nae 
whims of this nature, fometimes fancying herfe 
wal: fometimes a piece of ss ea es h 










Baye a: a oa: was. 
thing. would. be able to: quench it bt 





he moft pee have died, of the. refent 
opnd: an expedient to. make her ¢ evacua! 








ho ule ‘was in dames ;. upon whic 


6 De) 


it ation, | the. bid them bring. all the tubs and ve 


nd. be filled. for the prefervation: a 
B. 2. he 
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into ‘one of which the immediately difcharged the caufe-of 
her diftemper. Iwas alfo informed, that nothing contri- 
‘buted fo much. ta the recovery oF: ber reafon-as mufic, 
which was alfo adminiftered on thofe occafions by Narciffa, 
who played perfe@ly well on the harpfichord, and to whom 
fhe (the maid) was’ juft then going to intimate her aunt's 
diforder. She was no fooner gone than I was futmoned _ 
by the bell to my lady’s chamber, where I found her fit- 
ting fquat on her hams on the floor, in the manner of pufs 
when fhe liftens to the cries of her purfuers.. When I ap- 
peared, fhe ftarted up with an alarmed lock, and fprung 
to the other fide of the room to avoid me, whom, without 
doubt, fhe miftook for a beagle thirfting after her life — 
Perceiving her extreme confufion, I retired, and on the 
ftair-cafe met the adorable “Narciffa coming ‘up, to whom . 
I imparted the fituation of my miftrefs: the faid neta 
word, but, {miling with unfpeakable grace, went into her 

unt’s apartment, and ina little time my ears were ravifh- 
ed with the effects of her’ fkill, She accompanied: the in- 
. ftrument with a voice fo fweet and'melodious, that I did 
mot wonder at the furprifing change it produced on the 
fpirits of my miftrefs, which’ were foon yer anton to tes 
and: feber refle@tion, ~ : 

- About feven o ’clack - the cabitnds arrived ith: tha fins 
‘ef two foxes. and one badger, carried before them as tro- _ 
ophies of their fuccefs; and: when they were about to fit 
down to dinner, (or fupper,) Sir Timethy Thicket’ defi- 
red, that Narcifa would honour the table: with ber pre- 
Yence: but this, notwithftanding her brether’s threats and 
eengies et refed, on ai of attending: ‘on her 





no er pe Ale es on sas wis bears ninifelf orieh: the 
bottle, of which the whole company beconie fo much eéna- 







ured, that. after a moft horrid’ uproar of laughing, 
pie Awearings sea of see Pete they —— 





a a pretty aly a and Kifertebla ik, i in: 
cating draughts of love from the charm of Nar 
brightened on my contemplation, every day,-more - 
more, —— my. ~—e bw: , L became bli 
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“my own “unworthinefs, -and even conceived hopes of one 
day enjoying this amiable creature, whofe ae ey net 
— thele peotana mia repeat pave 


pisyol-bae a ac H A: Pai Tv. Pash adie 18) 
She is sfiurpri el at iy Ub divians oetadinlaiaibes her perfor: 
ances tome—I impart fome of mine to her—am mortified 

_ at her faint praife—Narcifja approves of my produdion— 
I gain an involuntary conquef} over the cook-wench and 
dairy-maid—their mutual cheiere and a etiater 

= ee ey. of whee Semen: | Sher BNO yore : ted 





which had lain dormant fo long, awoke, and pro- 
; diced feveral fmall” performances on the fubject. ‘of my-- 
flame : but, as it concerned me nearly to remain undifco- 
 wered in my real character and fentiments, 1 was undera 
neceflity of mortifying my defire of pratle, by ‘comining 
my works to my own perufal and applanfe. In the mean 
time I ftrove to infinuate«myfelf into the good opinion of 
both ladies, and fucceeded fo: well by ‘my diligence d 
dutiful behaviour, that ina little time L was at leat a fa- 

yourite fervant, ‘and frequently enjoyed: the pleature of 
beatin g mytelf catnned: in French and Italian with fome 
degree of warmth and furprize, by the deareft abjea of all 
my wiihes, as a perfon who had fo much of the genticman 
in my appearance and difcourle, that fhe could not for her 
foul treat me like acommon lacquey.: My. prudence and 
modefty were not long proof againit thefe bewitching com- 












pliments. One day, while | waited at dinner, the coa-— 


verfation turned upon a knotty paffage of Taflo’s Gieru- 
falem, which it feems had puzzled them both. After a 
sie wos a “eS amet: yo ae 1g 





\URING this Keaton of eae and wee my. totde | 
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“ other, guels the fenfe of that which/ perplexes mes? 
was too yain to let flip this opportunity. of difplaying my 
talents; therefore, without -hefitation, read.and explained. 
the whole of that which had difconcerted them, to the ut- 
ter aftonifhment of both: WNareiffa’s face and. lovely neck. 
were overfpread with blufhes, from which I drew a favour- 
able omen, while her aunt, after having ftared at ime a: 
pood while with a look of amazement, exclaimed, In _ 
« the name of Heaven, who art thou ??-—I told: ber 
I had: picked. up a fmattering of Italian during a. voyage 
up the Straits. At this the fhook her head, and obferved, 
that no {matterer could read as L haddone, She then de-- 
fired to know if I underftood French, to which I anfwered 
in the affirmative: fhe afked if k was acquainted withthe 
Latin and Greek ; IT replied, ** A little.’—-** O ho P” 
continued the, ‘* and with philofephy and_ mathematics, 
“* 1 fuppofe?”—-I owned I knew fomething of each— 
whereupon fhe repeated her ftare.and interrogation.) Ibe- 
fan-to repent my vanity, and, in erder te-repair the fault 
/Ehad committed, faid, it was not to be wondered.at if I. 
a da tolerable education, becaufe learning was fo cheap 
iy country, that every peafant wes a f{cholar 5. but 
cher lady fhip would think my underftanding no ex-- 
a tomy charaéter. She was pleafed to anfwer, ‘* No, 
: , Gad forbidi? But, during the reft of the time. 
they fat at table, they behaved with remarkable referve,.— 
This alteration gave me much uneafinefs, and I paffed: 
the night without fleep, in melancholy reflections on the 
vanity of young men, which prompts them to commit-fe. 
many: foolith aétions, contrary te their own fober judg-- 
ment. ~ Next: day, however, initead of profiting by. this: 
{elf-condemnation, I. yielded fill more to: the diates of. 
the'principle: Thad endeavoured to chaftife, and, if fortune 
bose not | ee more than A covemaslh could —— 






























follow t t gS eae vate fhe cape Ml ua 
we Since: youre fo learned, - ont ® 


mutt ‘know. a eek betas a trage e dy. >the fubje 
which fhall be the van eler i“ fice ber the 


Ah 
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. a bei is. aCe, at. hig A Jie sthe. dea ig 
perpetrated, the regicide will harangue the people, with 
“< the bloody dagger in his’ hand, and | have already com- 
‘*-pofed a fpeech, awhich zi think” will fit: the: character 
“« extremely—Here it is.” "Then; taking up a ferap of 
paper, fhe read, with! ba coy Sih aig is med gettare _ as fol- 


lows: . ; o eee 





cs Thus | have A feos: shesewgie king to. hele a : 
<e Without or. pony tbsp Or. ane “bel 
32 
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ae I one Takes herds reer foes 5° 
a a ee paee a Bin, casa gods my rage oppoics sa 
2 "Though I dia to my ‘unde 
praifi ng this uhnatural rhapfody, ‘Fneverthele 
asa ‘prodtGion that of itfelf deferved immortal 
Bae her deus to > blefs the: world with: 
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- 
On Celia ‘pla ie on Fas bef and Sins inging. 2 
4 fais) Piss Ly : is coh i a ay 
ben. gan: feoaet theca na wire, Siig as 
» The throbbing breat was all.on fires; seis 
Jae Aad, when {he rais’d the voral Jays sous gdk aula 
The captiy -e foul was charm’d away est ey “wu; 
Hi. ee eS 
Bat had the inated ‘porter witWithetey ves ie 
Thy fofter chafter’pow’rto plesfe; = 
‘Rhy beaviteot$ air of ff nightly i a 
POY, native: Taisted oF a3 ; oes 
ee ibaa ee Maecenas a : 


The worm off sae edpepac prey'd . 

ae ‘ On the. forfaken, love-fick maid, . Be tS 
_ +. Nor-had the mourn’d an ‘haplefs flame, Maer 

? Nor dafh'a on: ape her tender frames, yobs ater ar 











‘My miftrets inade me a ets pt 1 the tati~ = 
rion, which, fhe faid,. was elegant. <09nab, but the fub= 

neath the pen ofa:true.poet. Iwas extremely net- 
her indifference, and, looked. at. Narciffa,, who by 
his. time, me,bad joined.us, for her approbation,. but fhe de- 
clined giving her opinion, protefting fhe was no judge of 
hefe. matters : fo that..1 was forced to retire, very.much 
lked in ray. ate which was. generally a little 
me Bae Hf. the, afternoon, showever,. the, “waiting- 
is ured me, . that Narciffa,_ had exprefled her. approba- 
of my. performance: with great, warmth, and dered. 7 
1 ocure a copy . of it, as ‘for herfelf,. that the (Nar- : 
ight have an opportunity to perufe it at 1 ifure.. ey. 
tedy 9.an extravagant. pitch with this intelli ad 
nediately tran{fcribed a, fair copy’. ofmy od 

the dear CHANPETS SOBER vis 

i peas follows ¢ wo a 
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Peas For, while Gon my Bete glow ay ai 8B 

~ | My ‘blood 4m tides inipetueus Gowss Sea TYE PET 

> Hope, fear; ahd.joy, alternate roll, : beaggce 14 

: acne floods at ‘tran {port *avbielin’ sees foul! (OW ah eg EET 
My fault’ring tongue attempts in vain, aeEee 

‘In foothing murmurs to complain ; . 


My. tongue fome fecret : magic ties 5... oe 








My murmurs fink in n broken fei ! a ty Pe bcteedecor 
= Condemn’d to sere MUSTHAY COPE. OSE IEUS OU 1G 
i Ape-ever drop the flent teary: «©. e-l agree st baloa™ 


—‘Unheard I mourn, unknown Ifigh,”*- 
Unfriended live, na ae diet 
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Whether or not Nareiita Eilecvetied ' my ‘calito on, er could a 
not learn from her behaviour, which, though always be-' ot 
nevolent to me, was henceforth more referved, and‘lefsi 
chearful. - While my thoughts afpired to a Sphieve fo far- a 












above me, 1 had unwittingly made a conqueft of the ake oa 
wench and the dairy-maid, who became fo jealous n 


another, that, if their fentiments had been re 


cation, it is probable one or ‘other of them 


had recourfe to poifon or fteel, to be. revens 
val; but, as their minds ‘were’ happily‘ a 
humble ftation, their mutual enmity was con 
ing and fifty cuffs, in which exercife they 
fkilled. My good fortune. did not long: 
being difclofed by the frequent broils of j 
who kept no decorum in their.encounters. ° ‘ 
and gardener, who paid their devoirs to my 4 irers, each 
to his refpective cheice, alarmed at my fuccels, laid: their 
heads together, in order to concert’ a plan of revenge} 
the former having been educated at. the. academy of 
Lo ‘ottenham- court, undertook to challenge. me to fingle 
mbat; he accordingly, with many ‘opprobrion: invec> - 
s, bid me defiance, and offered: to box with ae 

“y guineas. I told him, that, altbhou hi 


ee 


natch. fr ie even at that feisec’ T saints: le 
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fight like a porter; but, if he’had any thing to det to me, 
T was his man at .blunderbufs,..muket, piftol, {word, 
hatchet, fpit, cleaver, fork; or needle-—nay, more; _ that 
if he gave his tongue. any more faucy liberties at my ex: 
~pence, [would crop his ears, without any ‘ceremony. ‘This 
rodomontade, delivered with a ftern countenance and rez 
folute tone, had the defired effea upon my antagonift, who 
with fome confufion fneaked off, and gave his friend an 
account of his reception. Th ‘ftory taking air among 
the fervants, procured for me the title of gentleman Fohn, 
with which I was fometimes honoured even by my miftrefs 
and Narcifla, who had been informed of the whole affair 
by the chambermaid. . In the mean time. the rival. queens 
expreffed their paffion by all the means in their power: the 
cook entertained me with choice bits, the dairy-maid with 
ftroakings: the firft would often encourage me_ to declare 
nyfelf, by complimenting me upon my courage and learn- 
ing, obferving,; that; if, fhe had a-hufband like me to 
maintain, order, and keep accounts, dhe. could. make a 
great: deal of money by fetting up an eating-houfe at pee 
don for gentlemen’s fervants on, board-wagesy the other 
courted my affedion by fhewin g her own importance,. and. 
telling. me, that many a fubftantial.farmerin the neigh-: 
- bourheedwould be glad to marry her; but fhe was refol- 
ved to pleafe her eye,. if fhe fhould plague her heart—thea. 
fhe would launch out into the praife.of my proper -perfon,: 
and fay; the -wasfure I. would make’a: good : -hufband; for- 
| Lwas very good-natured, : 1 began. to. be uneafy. at the 
| pple at of thefe inamoratoes; whom at:another time _ 
perhaps I might have pleafed, -swithout.the difagreeable: 
fauceof matrimony 3 but ateprefent: my. whole! foul was. 
engrofied. by ‘Narciffa; and Lcould not bear'the thoughts 
of doing any thing oe of the Sue re entertained 
fottiere (Sets es pO bed 3 


m% - 
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Cc HAP, oN. 


Narcifja, bei nad in danger from. he eatalien of Sir Pimastons 
_is refcued by. me, who revenge myfelf on my rival—I de- 
— clave mey. paffion, and retreat to the fea-fide—lam fur- 


pe by fmugglers, and carried to Bologne—I find. 


any uncle Lieutenant Bowling in Brent at di rel, and. relieve 
_himm—our converfation. : se 


me 


“Ecertain i in tervals my ambition \ cat revive; I poaids 


defpile. myfelf for my tame refignation to my fordid. 
fate, and revolve an hundred fchemes for affurning ‘the cha-: 
rager of a gentleman, to which L was entitled by birth 


and. education. dn thefe fruitleis fuggeftions. time ftole; 


away unperceived, and I had already. remained eight. 
months in the ftation of a footman, when an accident. hap- 
pened that put an end to my fervitude, and for the prefent 
banifhed all hepes of fucceedingin my love. 

“Narcifla went one day to vifit Muls Thicket, who lived, 
with her brother, within lefs than.a mule. of our. honfe, . 


Ss 


and was perfuaded to walk home. in the cool. of the even: . 


ing, accompamied by Sir Timothy, who, haying. a good, 


deal of the brute in him, was inftigated to ufe fome unbe- — 
coming familiarities with her, encouraged by the folitarinefs, 
of a fie) through which shiv, paffed. ‘The lovely. creature: — 


-avas incenfed at his rude behaviour, for w hich {he reproach-. 
ed him in fuch a manner, that he loft all regard to decen-, 
cy, and a@ually offered violence to this pattern of i inno- . 
cence and beauty. But Heaven would net fuffer fo much 


goodnels to be violated, and feat me (who, pafing by -ac-. wee 3 


cident near the ee was- alarmed with. ie so to, hei y 


« Rogaee My pee. tea 
e thought of fear; fo that, rufhing 
eae out of his Hand, aan es 
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head, and fupported it on my bofom, while, with one 
hand around her waift, I kept her in that pofition. My 
foul was thrilled with tumultuous joy at feeling the obje@ 
of my- deareft wifhes within my arms, and, while the lay 
infenfible, I could not refrain from applying my cheek to 
her’s, and ravifhing a kifs: ina little time the blood be- 
gan to revifit her face, fhe opered her enchanting eyes, 
and, having recollected her late fituation, faid with a look 
full of tender acknowledgment, ‘* Dear John, I am en-’ 
‘* tirely obliged to you !” So faying, the made an effort 
to rife, in which Lafifted her, and ihe proceeded to the 
houfe, leaning upon me all the way. 1 was a thonfand 
times tempted by this opportunity to declare my paflion, 
but the dread of difobliging her reftrained my tongue. 
We had not got a hundred paces from the fcene of her 
diftrefs, when [ perceived Sir Timothy get up and move 
homeward ; a circumftance which, though it gave me fome 
fatisfadion, inas much as I thereby knew I had not killed 
him, filled me with juft apprebenfion of his refentment, 
which'I found myfelf in no condition to withftand, efpe- 
cially when I confidered his intimacy with our fquire, tu’ 
whom I knew he could eafily juttify himfelf for what he» 
had done, by imputing it to his love, and defring his. 
brother Bruinto take the fame liberty with his fitter, withi- 
ont any fear’ of offence. When we arrived at the houfe, 
WNarciffa affured me fhe would exert all her influence in 
proteding me from the revenge of Thicket, and likew ife 
engage her aunt in my favour—at the fame time pulling 
out her purfe, offered it asa fmall’ eonfideration for the — 
fervice Lhad done her; but I ftood oo much upon the 
 punétilios of love to incur the leaft fufpicion of being 
mercenary, and refufed the prefent, faying, I had merited 
nothing by barely daing my duty. Slie feemed aftonifhed 
at my difintereftednefs, and blufhed, : “felt the fame fuf- 
fafion, and with a downcaft eye, and broken accent, told 
her Thad one requeft to make, which if her generofity 
~ would grant, I fhonld think myfelf fully recompented for 
‘an age.of mifery. She changed colour at this preamble. 
and with great confufon replied, the hoped my ‘g00 fenfe 
would hinder me from afKing any thing the wa be id 
honour to refufe, and therefore bid me fignify 
upon which kneeled, and Uegged to Kile her hi 

















ay 
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immediately, and with an averted look, ftretched it out; 
Limprinted on it anardent kifs, and, bathing it with my 
tears, cried, ‘* Dear Madam, Tam an unfortunate gen- 
< ‘tleman who love yon to diftra@ion, but would have died 
‘¢ a thoufand deaths rather than make this declaration 
«< under fucha fervile appearance, were he not determined 
*< to vield to the rigour of his fate, to fy from your be- 
‘* witching srefeuce, and bury his prefumptuous paflion 
Aes ee oe) filence.””?—W ith thefe words, { rofe up and 
went away before fhe could recover f{pirits fo far as to make 
any reply. My firft care was to go and confult Mrs. Sage- 
‘ly, with whomI had maintained a friendly correfpondence 
ever fince I left her honfe. When fhe underftood my fitu- 
- ation, the good woman with real concern condoled me on 
x.y unhappy fate, and nppaved of my oe Ee to. > leave 






barows #MpoGtion “of my vive. 6 who by this ‘Greet 
fhe, ‘“* has no doubt meditated a fcheme of revenge. In- 
© deed, I cannot fee how you w ill be able to elude his 
“ vengeance; being himfelf in the commiifion, he. will 
‘¢ immediately grant warrants for apprehending you; and, - 
** as aloft all the people of this country are dependent 
* on him or his friend, it will be. impoflible for you to. 
«* fad thelter among them: if you thonid ‘be apprehended, io 
‘* he will commit you to jail, where you may poffibly lan- — 
< suifh in great mifery till the next aflizes, and then be 

“< tranfported: for aflaulting a magiftrate.” While fh 3 
thus. warned me of my danger, we heard a knocking at 
thé door, which threw us both into great confternation, 
asin all probability it was-occafioned by ,my purfuers 5 





core 







whereupon this generous old lady, putting two guineas 


into my hand, with tears in her eyes bid me, for God’s 
fake, get out at the back-door, and confult my fafety as 
Provideace fhould dire@ me, here was-ne time. for des 
liberation. casats 
_-I followed her advice, and efcaped iy the benefit ofa 
riaht to the fea-fide, where, Sate I ruminat ed. on 


ee 
re oa ppenrions I was all of a fect furrow 
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firft, becanfe-Leoncluded myfelffate from the refentinent 
-of Sir Timothy ; but when I found myfelf in the hands of 


# 


ruthans, who threatened to execute me for afpy, would 
have thought mylelf happily quit for a yeat’s imprifon- 
ment, or even tran{portation. It was in vain for me to 
proteft my imnocence; I could not perfuade them, that I 
had taken a folitary walk to their haunt, at fuch an hour, 


merely for my ownamufement, and I did not think it my 


interef: to difclofe the true caufe of my retreat, becaufe I 


-was.afraid they would have made their peace with juftice 


by furrendering me tothe penalty of the law. What con- 
firmed their fufpicion, was the appearance of a cuftom-— 
houfe yacht, which gave them chace, and had well nigh 

made a prize of their veilel; when they were delivered 
from their fears by a thick fog, which effe@ually {creened 


them, and favoured their arrival at Bologne. But, before 


they got out of Sight of their purfuer, they held a coun- 
cil.of war atout me, whom fome of the molt ferocious 


among them would have thrown over-hoard as a traitor 


who had betrayed:them to their enemies ; but. others, more 


-eonfiderate, alledged, thatif they put me to, death, and 
dhould. afterwards be taken, they could expect no mercy 


* 


from ‘the legiflature,. which would never pardon outlawry 


_ageravated by murder. It was.therefore determnined by a 


plurality. of votes, tha t I thou!d te fet on dhore in France, 


and left to find my. paflage back to England as-f fhoukd 
think proper, which would be punifhment fufic 


. 


: 7 ient for the 
bare fufpicion of a crime in itfelf not capital. - Although 


this favourable determination gave me great pleafure, the 
apprebenfion of heing robbed would not fuffer me to be 


_perfeétly at eafe: to prevent this calamity, as. foon as I 
was untied in confequence of the aforefaid decifion, I tore 


-a:fmall hole in one of my ftockings, into which I dropped 


fix guineas, referving half a piece and fome filver in my 


pocket, that, finding fomething, they might not be tempt- 


paffage. To this I replied, that my paffage 


ed to make any farther inquiry.. This was a very neceflary 
precantion; for, when we came in fight of the ENCE 
{hore, one of the fmugglers told me I muft pay 









of my own feeking, therefore they could not 
ward from-me for tranf porting me into a {tran e 
by force,—** Damme !” faidthe outlaw, “ none of 
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‘* palaver ; but let me fee what money you have got.” So 
faying, he thrutt his hand into my pocket without any 
ceremony, and emptied it of the contents; then cafting an | 
eye at_my hat and wig, which captivated his fancy, he 
took them off, and, clapping his own on my head, de- 
clared that a fair eechoase was norobbery. I was fain 
to put up with the bargain, which was by no means fa- 
vourable to me; and a little while after we went all on 
fhore together. 

~Lrefolved to take my Icave of thefe defperadoes with- 
out much ceremony, when one of them cautioned me 

’ againft appearing to their prejudice, if ever I returned to 
England, unlefs f had a mind to be murdered, for which 

- fervice, he affured me, the gang never wanted agents.— 

I promifed to obferve his advice, and departed for the 
Upper Town, where I enquired for a carbaret or public 
houfe, into which I went with an intention’ of taking 
fome refrefhment. In the kitchen, five ‘Dutch failors fat 
at breakfaft, with a large loaf, a firkin of butter, and a 
cag of brandy on the table, the bung of which they often 
applied to their mouths with great perfeverance and fatif-. 
faction. At fome diftance from them, I perceived ano- 
ther perfon in the fame garb,. fitting in a penfive, folita- 
ry manner, entertaining himfelf with a whiff of tobacco,, 
from the {tump of a pipe as black asjet. The appearance 
of diftrefs never failed to attra my regard and compaf- 
fion; Lapproached this forlorn tar, with a view to offer 
him my affiftance, and notwithftanding. the alteration of 
drefs, and difeuile of a Jong beard, I difcovered in him: 

“my long loft and lamented uncle and benefa@or, Lieute- 

nant Bowling! Good Heaven! what were the agitation. a 
of my foul, between the joy of finding again fuch avalu: 
able friend, and the forrow of feeing: him in fuch a low Nees 
condition! The tears guihed-down my cheeks, T ftood 

-- motionlefs and filent for fome time ; 5 at length, recovering 

the ufe of fpeech, exclaimed, Gracious God ! Mr, | 

eas! Bowling 17-_Nly uncle no pout heard: his name men- 

fe thau he ftarted up, crving, with fome furprife, ie 
re” “Holtoa? ?? and after having looked ‘at me fte ee 

/ without: being able to recollect me, faid; “ id you’tall- -_ 

om me brother ? » [told him I had fomething peer om 

“hal ‘ minunicate, and cy cia him tongue @ fh : 
- C 3 Es 9 
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| minutes hearing in another room; ber he would by no 
_ means confent to this propofal, faying, << Avaft there, 
** friend ; none of your tricks upon travellers ; if you 
_* have any thing to fay to, me, do it above-board; you: 
“€ need not be afraid of being over-heard ; here are none 
«¢ who underftand our lingo.”—Though — eae) loth to 
_ difcover myfelf before company, I conld no longer re- 
frain from telling him, I was his own nephew Roderick 
Random. On this iaidieabion he confidered me with 
_ great earneftnefs and, aftovifhment, and, recalling my fea- 
tures, which, though enlarged, were not entirely altered: 
_ fince he had feen me, came up and {hook me by the hand: 
_ very cordially, protefting he was glad to fee me well. 
_ After fome paufe, he went on thus: <* And yet, my lad, 
ante Iam. forry to fee you under fuch colours; the more 
_€ fo, as it is not in my power, at prefent, to change 


_*¢ them for the better, times being very hard with me.” 
2 —With. thefe words I could perceive a tear trickle down 


_ his. furrowed cheeks, which affeded me fo much, that I 
Hepes terlyerloaginina my forrow. was the eifect of 
- Ipy misfortunes, he. comforted me, by. obferving that life 
. Was a voyage in which we mult expect to-meet with alk 
"weathers : : fometimes it was calm, fometimes rough ;. that 
_adair gale often fucceeded a ftorm: that the wind did not 


“valways fit one way, and that defpair fignified nothing > 


| tain Oakhum was-ftill alive, and. that he might tt 


- but refolution and {kill were better:than a ftout veffel : 
- for why? becaufe. they require no. carpenter, and grow 


eee the more labour they undergo. I dried up my 


tears, which Laffured him were not fhed for my own di-. 
ee but for his, and begged leave to accompany him 
into’ another room, where we could converfe more at our 
-eafe.—There I recounted to him the ungenerons ulage 
had met with from Potion ; at which he farted up, ftalk- 
ed acrofs the room. three or four times, ina great hurry, 
and» grafping his cudgel, cried, ‘<1 would I were along- 
.** afide of him !—that’s all.--I would I were along-fide 
46 ef him Hor ten, gave hima detail of all Aad 






have get yh ee tpacladed with telling ne tha 


England when -he would, to folicit his. affa 8 
danger or moleltation—He was. wonderful y 


~~. © them. have fhare and thare while it Jafted.= 


ee money he had about a being all fpent at Port Lon’ 


_, of.their language, and the reputation of a go 
, oe. foie he ee et to was ot home to , 


2 i Gh aes, qua arter- matter ;_ wwhicl off 
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~ this p piece of information, of which, however, he fia he 
could not at prefent avail himfelf, for want of money to 
pay for his paffage to London, This objection T foon 
removed, by putting five guineas into his hand, and tel- 
ling him, I thought myer extremely happy in having an 
opportunity of. manifefting my gratitrde to him in his 
neceifity.—But it was with the vtmoft difficulty [could 
_preyail upon him to accept of two, which he affirmed, 
were more than fufficient to pay the neceflary expence =— 
After this friendly conteft was over, he propofed we 
fhould have a mels of fomething + « Poy,” faid he, it. 
‘¢ has been Kanyan day with me a great while —You mutt 
- & Know I was fhipwrecked, five days ago, neat a place 
« called Lufienx, in company with thofe Dutchmen who 
‘are now drinking below; and having but little money 
«¢ when L came a-fhore, it was foon fpent, becaufe. T Tet 





& ever, I fhould have remembered the old faying, oe 
_ '* hog his own apple: for when they found my hold-un- 
—* {towed they went all hands to fhooling and begging 5 
~~ € and becaule I would not take a fpell at the fame duty, 
_ * refufled.to give me the, leaft affiftance; fo that P have not 
«< broke bread thefe two days.” Iwas fhocked at the ex- 
tremity of his diftrefs, and ordered fome bread, cheefe, and 
--wine to be brought immediately, to allay his hunger, Aantit 
a fricaffee of chickens could be prepared.When he had 
recruited his fpirits with this homely fare, I ‘defired: to. ‘ 
know the particulars of his peregrination, fince the acci- 
dent at Cape Tiberoon; which were briefly the: the — 


é 


* 









IS 
the civility and hofpitality of the French cooled to ficha 
_ degree, that he was obliged to lift on board of one of t 
_king’s fhips, asa common foremaftman, to prevent himfe a 
_ from ftarving on fhore.—In this fituation he continued two 
_ years, during which time he had acquired fome 
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him for feonincs the enemies oof his intee. he quitted 
the fhip at the fame place where he firft lifted, and got to: 
Curagoa in-a Dutch veffel; there he bakeatned: with ano- 


‘ ther fkipper, bound te Europe, to work for his paffage to. 


Hotland, from whence be was in hopes of hearing from 
his friends in England ; but was caft away, as tre men-_ 
tioned before, on the French coaft, and muft have- been 
reduced to the neceffity of travelling on foot to Holland,, 
and begging for his fubfiftence on the road, or of enter- 
ing on board of another French man of war, atthe ha- 


| zard of being treated as a deferter, if Providerite had not. 


{ent me to his fuccaur.—* And now, my lad,” continued: 


he, « [think I fhall fteer my courfe direaly” to London,. 


«« where I do not doubt of being replaced, and of having 
* the R taken off me by the lords of the admiralty, to: 


_ whom I intend to write a petition fetting forth my 
_ €¢ cafe. Ui I fucceed I will have wherewithal to ere 


4 you fome afiitance, becaufe, when I left the al Pp, 





<< had tivo years. pay due to me; therefore ‘1 defir % 
«« know whither you are bound ; and befides, perhaps L 


PN eat ae 
Re mah Sige aks 


' & may have intereft enough to precure a warrant appoint- 
ing. you furgeon’s mate of the fhip to which I fhall be- 


4 Jong. —For the beadle of the admiralty is my good 
«« friend; and he and one of the under-clerks are {worn 


—« brothers, and that under-clerk has a great deal to fay 


«« with one of the upper-clerks, who is very well known 
«€ to the under-fecretary, who upon his recommendation,. 


oo fe E biepe sit recommend my affair to the firft fecretary ; ; 


«© and he again will fpeak to one of the lords in my be- 


« half: fo that you fee, 1 do not want friends to affift 
‘© me on occafion.—As for the fellow Crampley, thof I 


making; wherefore, by this\time, Ido fuppofe he has” 

_ .€€ been tried by a court-martial, and executed for 
4 cowardice and mifcondua. ny could not hels 
"at the defcription ef my uncle’s ladder, by whi 


know him not, Iam fure he is neither feaman nor of- 
' ficer by what you have told me, or elfe he could ne- 
‘ver be fo much miftaken in his reckoning, as to run 


\ « the fhip on fhore on the coaft of Suffex, before he be- 


«¢ lieved himfelf in foundings ; ; neither, when that acci- 


- 6€ dent happened, would he have left the tiip until fhe 


® had been ftove to pieces, ef: cially when the tide was 
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poted eB climb: to ie attention of the board of admiralty ; 
‘and though I knew the world too well, to confide jn fuch 
dependence myfelf, I would not cifcourage him with. 
doubts; but afked if he had ‘no friend, in London, who 
would advasice a fmall fum of money to enable him to ap- 
pear as he ought, and make a fmall prefent to the under- 
fecretary, who might poffibly dupatch his bufinefs the 
fooner on that account.—He feratched his head, and af- 
ter fome recolleGion replied, * Why, yes, I halieye Da- 
** niel Whipcord, the ihip-chandler in Wapping, -would 
“*€ not refufe mé fuch a fmall matter—I know I cau have 


*¢ what credit I would, for lodging, liquor, and clothes; 


af but ‘as’ to money, - a avon’t be pofitive—Had hboneft 
“€ Block been living; I thonld not have been at alofs.7- 

‘Twas heartily forry to find a worthy man ‘fo deftitute of 
‘friends when he bad fuch need of them; and looked upén 
‘my own fituation-as les. miferable than “his, becaule ‘1 


was Fetter acquainted with the feiithnefs aid: roguery Oi 
“tmarkind; coufequently: ‘ets oe ‘to ae ointnent ad 


isipofition, 


sk 


CHAP. vi ie 


He takes his pies in acutter for Bead aie pte accofiéd 


by a prieft, who proves to be a Scotchman—his prefeffi: ons ~ 


oF Sriendfhip—he is affronted by the lieutenant, who Of ter- 
wards appeafes ‘hina by fubmiffion—my uncle embarks—LI 
 amintroduced by the prief? to a capuchin, in whefe Cem: 
pany I jet out for Pavis—the chavaéler my. Mow-tra- 
“weller- 
poesia r 











THEN our repels was a dog we watked 
the hartour, where we found a:cutter that 
failfor Deal in the evening, and Mr. Bowling agree 
his ree : in the mean time 2 Ave! fauintered i t the 





nt f Rood. Sate reduced a to extreme ee 
midft of for cigners, among whom 1 had sot one 
tance to advife or befriend me.~—My uncle was 
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an “adventure on ae Ria abee am fh dat his 
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fenfible of my forlorn condition, and. peeded me Sa ace 
company him to England, where he did not -doubt of 
finding fome fort of provifoa for me: but. befides the 
other reafons1 had for avoiding that kingdom, I looked 
. Alpon it, at this time, asthe worit country.in the univerfe 
_fora poor honeft. man to live in ; and therefore determin- 
ed to remain in France, coute que caute.—I was coniirmed 
-in this refolution by a reverend prief{, who, pafling by at 
-this. time, and. overhearing us {peak En aglith, accofted us 
‘in the fanre language, telling us he was.our countryman, 
-and wifhing it might bein his power to do us any fer- 
_vice: we thanked this grave vel ne for his courteous of- 
fer, and invited him: to drink a glafs with us, which he 
_did not. think, proper. to refule, and we went altogether 
‘into.a tavern of his recommending. After having dran Lk 
to our healths in a bumper of good Burgundy, he began 
to inquire into our ‘fituation, and afked particularly the 
as of our nativity, which we no fooner named, than 
‘ae flarted up, and wringing eG hands with great fer : 
.thed- a flood of tears, crying, “< I came from the fame 
ap eae ‘part of the country! perhaps you are my own rela- 
“€* tions.”—I was on my guard agajnft his careffes, which 
ao fulpeded very mach, when 1 remembered the adven- 
ture of the money-dropper; but without any appearance 
of difidence, obferved, that as he was born in that. part 
; of the country, he mutt certainly know our families, 
‘which (howfoever mean our prefent appearance might be) 
were none of the moft obfcure aud inconfi derable.—Then 
a dileovered _ our nates, to which I found he was no 
-ftranger 5 he had known my grandfather perfonally; and- 
-motwithftanding an abfence of fifty years from $c otland, 
“recounted fo many particulars of the families in the neigh- 
bourhood, that my {cruples were entirely ‘removed, and I 
thought myfelf happy in his. acquaiutance.—In the courle 
of our converiation, Idifclofed my. condition without re- 
) ferve, and difplayed my talents to fneh advantage, that 
ot phe ide father, peel upon me with aries and affur: 














on ete cn in his’ . powers od ; 
-sMy. uncle began to be jealous of the fe prielts ce a nu: 
and very abruptly declared, that if ever I fhould ren 
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my religion, he would break off all’ conne@ion and cor-| 
reipondence with me’; for it was bis opinion, that no ho-'-. 
neft man could fwerve from the principles in which he sue 
was bred, whether Turk, Proteftant, or Roman.—The | 
father, affronted at this declaration, with great vehe- 
mence, began a long difcourfe, fetting forth the danger 
of obftinacy, and fhutting one’s eyes “againtt the light ; 
he faid,-that ignorance would be no plea towards juttia- 
cation, whem we- had opportunities of being betttr in- 
formed; and that, if the minds of the people had not ce 
open to convidion, the Chriftian religion would ne 
have been propagated in the world; and we fhould a 
be in a ftate of Pagan darknefs and barbarity : he endea-* 
voured to preve, by fome texts of fcripture, and many 
quotations from the fathers, that the Pope was the -fic- 
ceflor of St. Peter, and vicar of ae Chrift : thee the® 
‘church of Rome was the true; holv, Catholic church 3° 
and that the Proteftant faith was an impious herefy, and? 
damnable fchifm, by which many Biltigns of fouls would : 
fuffer everlafting perdition.—W hen he had finithed his-  . > 
fermon, which 1 thought he pronounced with “more zeal 
than diferetion, he addreffed himfelf to Py uncle, and des 
fired to know his objeftions th what had been Guid. Tet 
lieutenant, whofe attention had been wholly ‘engroffed by { 
his own affairs, took the pipe out of ‘his mouth, and re-° 
plied, “* As for me, friend, aye fee, I have no objection 4 
— *& to what you fay, it may be either true ot falle, ‘for 
seowhat I know ; 1 meddle with nob sody?s affairs” Bue. my 
own; the gunner to his linftock, and the fteerfinan to his 
® helm, as the faying is—lI truft to no creed but the 
compafs, and do unto every man as I would be don 
‘¢ by; fo that I defy the Pope, the Devil, and the Pr 
tender ; and hope to be faved as well as another 7m 
This affociation of perfons gave great offence to the fi 
who protefted ny a mighty “paffion, that if Mr Bow! 
had not been his countryman, he would have: canfed pod 
to be imprifoned for his infolence.—I ventured rl ee 
prove of ane yi aes, sn hoe the > 2 















see peace ao the are and pee viitde ton t 
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mifed, he invited us to come and fee him in es after~~ 
noon at the convent. to which he belonged; and took his 
leave for the prefent; when my, uncle recommended it 
{trongly to. me to perfevere in the religion of my forefa- 
thers, whatever advantages I might propofeto myfelf by - 
a change, which could not fail of difgracing mylelf, and 
difhonouring my family.—I affured him, no confideration 
fhould induce me to forfeit his friendfhip and good opini- 
on, on that feore; at which he difcovered great fatisfaéti- 
on, and pat me in mind of dinner, which we immediately 
Lelbote: and when it was ready eat together. 

I imagined my acquaintance with the Scottifh prieky. 
if properly managed, might turn out to my advantage, 
and therefore refolved to cultivate it as much as I could. | 
With this view we vifited him at his convent, according. 
to his invitation, where he treated us with wine and fweet- 


meats, and fhewed us every thing that was remarkable in 


the monaftery.—Having been thus entertained, we took. 
eur jeave, though not before I had promifed to fee him 
next day ; and the time fixed for my uncle’s embarking. 
being come, | accompanied him to the harbour, and faw. 
him on board.—We parted not without tears, after we. 
had embraced and wifhed one another all manner of prof- 
perity } and he intreated me to write to him often, di- 

rodting: to Lieutenant Thomas Bowling, at the fign of the 
union flag, near the Hermitage, London. se 

“ Preturned to the houfe in which we had met, where i? 
~ paffed the night ina very folitary manner, refleding on 


_ the feverity of my fate, and endeavouring to projed fome- 





ikely fcheme of life for the future; but my invention: — 
failed me. I faw nothing. but unfarmountable. difficulties: 
in my way, and» was ready to defpair at the miferable- 
prof fread. That I might not, however, neglet. any pro-- 
bable means, 1 got up im the morning, and went direcily 
to the father, whofe. advice and affitance I implored. 
He received me very. kindly, and gave me to: underftand, 
that there was one way of life in which a perfon of my: 
talent$ could not fail of making a figure.—I guefled_ is. 
meaning, arid told him once for all, Twas fully determin- 
ed againftany alteration in point of religion, there 

his :propofal regarded the: church, he might. fe 


i — 
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om faying, “ Ah! fon, fon, what. a glorious profpea is 

pee here fpoiled by your ftubborn prejudice! Suffer your- 
« felf to be per{uaded by reafon, and confult your tem- 
*« poral welfare, as well as the concerns of your immor tal | 
« {oul.—I can, by my intereft, procure your admiflion y 
fos e noviciate into this convent, where Twill cacgtee : 
& tends and dire& you with a truly paternal affeGion.’~ 

a Then | he launched out into the praifes of a monaftic a 
which no noe difturbs, | no cares moleft, and no danger 
invades—where the’ heart i 48 weaned from carnal attach- 
ments, t the grofter appetites, fubdued ‘and chaftited, cand 
the foul. wafted to the divine regions of philofophy and 
truth, on the, wings of ftudious contemplation-——But his. | 
eloquence was loft upon me, whom two confiderations Poe 
enabled to withftand his temptations ; mamely, my pro- | 
mife to my uncle, and my averfion to an ecclefiaftical hfe; 
for, as to the ditlerence of religion, I looked upon it asa 
thing ef too {mall moment ‘to come into competition with 
a man’s fortune.—Fi indin ig me immoyeable. on this head, 
he told me, he was more forry than offended at. my. non- 
compliance, and fill ready to employ his Bene offices in. 
my behalf.—‘® The fame erroneous maxims,” {aid he, 
= “that obftrua your. promotion in the church, wil iL infal 
-« libly prevent your advancement in the army 5 ‘but 
“© you.can brook the condition. of a. fer ant,. ee 
= quainted with fome people of rank at Verfaille 
*« whom I can give you letters of Sor ya 
fe, yeu ay. Me Epa tained pede 
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to be amerry facetious fellow, who notwithftanding his 


It was not long before I difeovered 1 my fellow-traveller 


profetion and appearance of mortification, loved good 


eating and drinking better than his rofary, and paid more 


adoration to a pretty’ girl than to the Virgin: Mary, or. 


St. Genevieve.—He was a thick’ brawny young man, with 
red eye-brows, a hook nofe, a face covered: with freckles ; ; 
and his name was Frére Balthazar. His order did not 
permit him to wear linen, fo that having little occafion to 
undrefs himfelf, he was none of thé cleanlieft animals in: 
the world ; “and his conftitution was naturally fo ftrong 
fcented, that Talways thought it “convenient ‘to keep ta 
the windward of him in our march—As he was perfealy 
well known on the road, we fared fumptuonfly without 


any coft, and the fatigue ae our journey was much alle: . 


viated by the good humour of my companion, who fung 


an infinite number of catches on the fubje@ of love and 
wine.—We took up.our lodgings the firft night at a pea-_ 
fant’s houfe, not far from Abbe Ville, where we were. 
-enrereained: with an excellent ‘ragout, cooked: by our land- 


lord’s daughters, one of whom was very handfome. Af 


ter having eaten heartily, and drank a fufficient quantity of | 


vin du Pais, we w ere condudted to a barn where we 
‘a founda couple of carpets ‘Apread upon clean ftraw for our 
reception.—We had not lain in this fituation above’ half 
an hour, when we heard‘ fomebody knock Toftly at. rhe 
door, upon which Balthazar got up, and let in our hoft 
two daughters, who wanted to have fome private. coe 
dation with him in the dark ; when they had whifpered 
» together fome: time, ‘the® capuchin came a me, and afked- 
if L was infenfi Ble to love, or fo hard- “hearted a: as to refute 






fl my. 
for me. Arantt ote ‘pny , thuines Saat Thiffered myielf. 
to be overcome by my paffion, and with gréat eagernefs 
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treated at breakfaft with chocolate and /? eau de vie by 
our paramours, of whom we took a tender leave, after 


my companion had confeffed and giveh them abfolution. te 
—W hile. we’ proceeded gn ourjourney, the converfation . 
turned upon the night’s adventure, being introduced by 2 


the capuchin, who afked. me how I liked my lodgings: 
I declared my fatisfation and talked in rapture of the. 
agreeable Nanette ; at which he fheok his head, and- 
{miliug, faid, fhe was a morceau pour la bonne bouche. <* I 
«© never valued. myfelf,” continued he, “ upon any thing 
* fo much as the conqueft of Nanette ; and, vanity apart, 
<< IT have been pretty. rtunate in my amours.” This i In- 
Sets fhocked me nota little, as I was well convinced. é 
of his intimacy. with her fifter ; 3 and though I did not care 
‘to tax him with, downright inceft, I profefied my. afto- : 
nifhment at his ‘datt night’s choice, ‘when I. fuppoled the 
other was at his san Te this hint he anfwered, that 
befides his natural complaifance to the fex, he had ano- 
ther reafonto diftribute his favours equally between them, Lee 
namely, to preferve peace in the family,-which could not ' 
otherwife be maintained ;—that moreover Nanette had 
conceived an affection for me; and. he loved her too well 
to baulk her inclination; more efpecially, when he had 
an opportunity of obliging his friend at the fame time.— 
I thanked him for this inftance of his. friendthip, though 
I was extremely difgufted at his want of delicacy, and | 
eurfed. the occafion that threw me in his way,- —Libertine 
ast was, I could not bear to fee aman behave fo wide 
the charac rhe affumed: I looked 
of very littie worth or. honeft : 
kept a wary. eye upon my poc 
could have any temptation to fteal.— 
ceive the ufe of money toa. capuchin , “who i is obliged 
the rules of his: order, to appear like, a. beg ar, an 
joy all other neceflaries of life gratis befides, 
traveller deemed to. Ps of a Beng ot ° 
fangu ‘ine : cen 
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CHAP. vin 


IVe lodce at a * ale near A imitens, where E am | robbed by the 
: ‘capuchin, wha efc 
_ dn fesirch. of him, but ith ear make on ee 
tion known to Jeveral people, but find no relief—grvow 
alice ate—jcin a PR, ef foldiers—inlift in the regi- 
wment«f Prcardy—we are erdered itte- Germany =] I fis nd 
the Filinies of the march alm? intolerable—quarr red with 
_ any comrade in a di i[pute upon politi s—he chai leng: 
se fe eld, wounds and ee HS Mh Se cc eS 






















ae we ppel upon : Wiligereite te ‘abd But pee. 
and were fain to lie in a-g¢ rret japon anold matrafs, which, 
I believe, had been i in the pofefion of ten thoufand my-. 
Fiads of fleas, time ont et mind. peas id bot. invade their 







our ee S ‘mar | . ; 
ing, when feeing eee in ; aie tip. in a ate 
fright, and examining my pockets, found my prefaging 
fee too, (tra eae My: companion had made free with my 
, < my way to ead by myfelf se og 
ioweiah a dace alee 





co me de 1 hac 
conftitution,. whic i 
the villainy of ma 
_ tunes other wile intolerab 3 
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difcovered. to. the hoft my.deplorable condition, and in- 
veighed, with, great. bitternefs againft. the treachery of 
Balthazar ;.at which he fhrugged up his fhoulders, and. ee 
with a peculiar grimace on his countenance, faid, he. was. 
forry for’ my. misfortune ; but. there was no- remedy like. . 
patience.—At that inftant fome guefts arrived, to whom 

he. haftened to offer his fervice, leaving me. mortified ats 

his indifference, fully perfuaded that an innkeeper is the. i 
fame fordid animal all the. world over.—Wohile I ftood. 4 
id the porehs forlorn and undetermined, venting ejacula- | 
tions of eurfes aualeg ie thief who had. robbed me, and, 
the. old. prieft, who rec mended him to my friendthip,; he 
young gentleman richly dreffed, attended. by a valet dée.chang- 
bre and two fervants. in- livery, arrived. at: the. inn. 1, 








Pe 


thought I perceived a great deal of fweetnels and’ good. nay 
ture in his countenances therefore he had no fooner-alight- 
ed than I aceofted him, and in a few; words explained my. 
fituation : he liftened. abe great politenefs, and, when [ 
had made an end of. my tory, faid, ** Well, monfieur, « 
<* what. would. you, have me.do ?”—I was effectually abafh- a 
ed ‘at this interrogation, which I believed ne man.of:com- a 
mon fenfe or generofity could make, and made no other ts 
reply than a low bow: he returned the compliment Sib * 
lower, and tripped into an. apartment, w hile thelandlotd) 
a me. ial Bhat my gt. there to Bupa tia eae 








the. ice: Shelia and. was 
grief, an. er, and difdain, ‘tha 
from my noftrils. In this ext 
betook myfelf to the fields, wh 
one diftraéed, till my fpirits we 
was obliged to throw myfelf ‘aes aa he ot 
reft oy wearied limbs, Here my tage for foo! me 
gan to feel the importunate cravings. of er. “and 
Bet d into co: forrow and. melancho! ction 

all the crimes I had been gui Ity of, a yi 
venial, that I could not sprig the ji 
Ecoienae which, after having expo i me to : 
nd eet ft me a prey to famine ~ 
ib ee uhane | had not one ae ent a 7 
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“humanity: to my mite nabilé carcafe. SBS thoufand times # 
wifhed myfelf a bear, that I might retreat to woods and 

deferts, far from the inhofpitable. haunts of man, where I 

- | could live: ‘by my own talons, independent of treacherous 
‘friends and foper cilious feorn, Sonat sae 

“As I lay in this manner, groaning over my ‘haplefs fies: 

4 heard the found of a violin, and, raifing my head, per- 

ceived a company of men and women dancing on the grafs 

at fome diftance from me. I looked upon this to be a fa- 

vourable feafon for diftrefs to attrad ccompafiion,- when- 

every felfith thought is banifhed, nd the heart dilated 

with mirth and focial joy ; wherefore I got up, and ap- 

__ proached thofe happy people, whom I foon difcovered to be a 

a ty of foldiers, with their wives and children, unbend- 

“ing ‘and diverting themfelves at this-rate after the fatigue 

.ofamarch, I had never before feen fucha parcel of feare- 
_ €rows together, neither could I reconcile their meagre 

gaunt looks, their fqualid and tagged attire, and every 

_ other: external fymptom of extreme woe, with this appear- 

anee of feftivity. I faluted them, however, and: was ‘re- 

: “ exived Awith great politenefs: after which they formed ; a” 
nd danced round me. Thisjollity had a wonderful 

tte m1 rits! 1 was infeGed with their gaiety, and 

dn {pi > of my difmal fituation, forgot my cares, and joined 

- in see ee w hen = had Teeretted shes oe 
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“When our pe was end- 2 
1, now that I found my- 
miration of every body :° : 
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Having t therefore maturely weighed the roreianen pro 
and con, I fignified my confent, and was admitted into the 
"regiment of Picardy, faid to be the oldeft corps in Europe. ° 
The company, to which this command belonged, was 
quartered at.a village not far off, whither we marched next 
day, and I was prefented to my captain, who feemed very 
well pleafed. ‘with my appearance, gave me a crown to. 
drink, and ordered me to beaccommodated with clothes, 
arms, and accoutrements: whereupon I fold my livery fuit, ‘ 
purchafed linen, and, as I'was at great pains to learn the 
exercife, in a very {hort time became a complete foldier. . 

‘It was not long before we received orders to join feveral = 
more regiments, and march with all expedition into Ger- a 
many, in order to reinforce Marefchal Due de Noailles, © 4 
“who was then encamped with his army.on the fide of the 
viver Main, to watch the motions of the Englifh, Auftrians 
and Heifians, under the command of the Earl of Stair. We 
began our march accordingly, and I then became acquaint- 
ed with that part of a foldier’s life to which I had been - 
“hitherto a ftranger. It is impoffible to defcribe the hunger 
and thirft I fuftained, and the fatigue I underwent ee 
march of fo many hundsed miles, during- which Iowas fo; 
much chafed with the heat and motion of my linibs, Met 3 
ina very {hort time the infide of my thighs and legs were: 
deprived of fkin, and I coe in the utmoft torture. 
This misfortune Il owed ta the plumpnefs of. my co ftitus 
; aa wih - curfed, and envied the w ; 
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meafure to the glory. of the king.—‘* Have courage, theres 
“«¢ fore, my child,” faid he, ‘ and pray ta the good Gad, , 
‘«< that you may. be. as happy.as | am, who have. had. the- 
‘* honour of ferving Lewis the Great, and of receiving. 
‘< many wounds in: helping to eftablith his glory’? When 
I looked upon the. contemptible obje@ that pronounced — 
thefe words, I was amazed.at the infatuation that poffefled, 
him, and could not help expreffing my aftonithment at the. 
abfurdity of a rational being, who thinks himfelf highly 
honoured in being permitted te encounter abje@ poverty, 
oppreflior, famine, difeafe,, mutilation, and evident death, 

‘ merely: to gratify. the. vicious ambit eo: ofa prince, by 
whom his fufferings were difregarded, and his name ut- 
terly unknown. I obferved, that if his fituation was thé 3 
_confequence of compulfion, as haying been preffed into the 
fervice, I. would praife his patience and fortitude in bear-— 
ing his lot—-if he had taken up arms in defence of his in- 
jured country, he was to be applauded for his patriotifm— 
or if he had fled to this way of life as.a refuge from a_ 
greater evil, he. was juttifiable in his. own. confcience, 
(though: I could. have no. notion of mifery more extreme. | 
than that he fuffered;) but. to put: his. condition on. the: 
footing of conducing: to the glory of his prince, was no more: - 
thaa, profefling himfelf n defperate flave, who voluntarily 
underwent the utmoft wretchednefs and peril, and com- 
mitted the moft flagrant. crimes, to footh the barbarous _ 

ptt ical 4 a. cella alae his Eek in pote but the... 












-muich siabated: at ine liberty C 
16 {aid nothing but my igno- 
rmed, that the: charagers of 
oe an< ‘ ight not. to be profaned by the 
ee ure of hor fubjaties whv are bound by. their allegiance 
to obey. their. commands, of what nature foever, without — 
{cruple or repining, and advifed me to. correét the rebel- 
Hous principles ‘i had: imbibed. among. the En, glith, wh 
for their infolence lege i ee if bie otor A | 
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atural 3 right to liberty, that allegiance and protection are 
et that, when the mutual ties are broken by the 
tyranny of the king, he is accountable to the pecple for 
his. breach of contraét, and fubject to, the penalty of the. 
law, and that thofe infurre@ions of the Englith, which are 
branded with the name of rebellion by the flaves of arbi- 
trary power, were no other than glorious efforts to refeue 
that independence, which was their birth-right, from the 
ravenous claws of ufurping — ambition. “Che: Bese 
provoked at the little deference I paid to the *Kirgly name, 
loft all patience, and reproached 1 mein fucha manner, that 
my temper forfook me, and I clenched my fift, vithan 
intention to give ‘him an hearty box on the ear. : Perceiving 
my déefign, ‘He ‘{tarted back, and demanded a parley ; upon 
which I checked my indignation, and he gave me to un- 
derftand, that a Frenchman never forgave a blow; there- 
fore, if | was not weary of my life, i would do well to 
{pare him that mortification, and do him ‘the honour of 
meafuring his {word with mine like a’ gentleman. I: took’ 4 
his advice, nd followed him to a field hard by; “Where in=) 4 
deed I was afh med at the pitiful ‘figure ofthy antagonifty 
who was a poor, little, Shivering” creature, decrepid with’ > 
age, and blind of one ‘eye. But I foon found the folly of ; 
jedging from: appearance, being at the fecond pafs wound-» 
ed in the {word-hand, and immediately difarmed with. fuch + 
ajerk, that I thought the joint was diflocated: I was nor 
defs confounded beet enraged at t this Se 2 efpecially as” 
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would in my ‘turn claim aoa 
. whic weap on es, es 





46 THE ADVENTURES OF 


CHAP. Vit 


The eas: does not a his ‘vidlory ane all the ‘thonPrdtan: 
that mizht have been expeded. in order to he revenged, 
J learn the fcience of defence—W'e join Marefchal Duc de 
Noailles—are engaged with. the allies at Dettingen, and 
put to flight—the | behaviour of the French foldiers on that 
eccafion—I induflrioufly feek another combat wiih the old 
Gafcon, and vanquifn him. in my turn—our. regiment is 
- put into winter quarters at Rheims, where i find my 
friend Strap—our recognition—he. Supplies mre with mo- 
ney, and procures my difcharge—we take a trip, to Paris, 
from whence we fet. out for Lengthy, by the. way. hae flan: 
. debs where we Safely, AVTiVEs 
TE was navecttes at this detlenuen. to. whieh. be, 
Ah “made no; reply, but repaired to the dancers, among), 
waa: he recounted, his wvidory. with many. exaggerations. 
- and gafconades, while I, taking: up my. fword, went to, ~ 
my quarters, and examined. my,wound, which I found was: 
Of no sconfequence. is The. fame. day, ate Irifh., drummer, 
having | heard mm Mistorttune, witited. me. aud; after having. 
condoled me on, the. chance, of war, gave;me., to, under- - 
ftand, that he: was: matter of. the fword, and. would j in a. 
very: fhort time inftcug& me fo:thoroughly in that noble. 
ference, that. I fhould be able to chattife the, old. Gafcon.: ; 
for his eee fring- at: my expence. Thi iendly.. 
ce on preter re) of the “net he: ) 
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jan a his ee: which be 
did: not: Cale proper i perfon, Be: this,as it: 
wil 6 accepted. his -O a9 radifed his: leffons. with | 
‘fach. application, that L,foon | believed myfelf a: match for. 
> my. conqueror. In the: mean ti Hime We es our, seh, 
and arrived at these ie a {chal es the night: 
pea stinger. "Notwithftandiog 
ur regiment was one o hof 
y to erols: the river. a I 
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have paffed at a great ainavantert, ‘or remain where. e they’ 
were, and perifh for wa nt of provifion, if they would not : 
condefcend to. furrender at difcretion. How they fuffered’ Lg 
themfelves to be pent up in this manner, it is not my pro- 
Vitice ta” relate ; ; 1 fhall only obferve, that, when we had 
taken pofeflion of our protind, 1 heard an old officer, in 
converfation with another, profels a furprife at the con- 
du@ of Lord Stair, who had the reputation - of a good 
general, But it feems, at this time, that nobleman Was. s 
over-ruled, and only a@edin an aferior character ; fo that 
no part of the blanie could ‘be imputed to him, who de- 
elared his difapprobation of the ftep, in confequence of 
which the whole army was. inthe utmoft danger: but Pro- 
vidence or deftiny aged miracles in their behalf, by dif- 
pofing the Duc de Gramont to quit his advantageous poft, 
pats the defile, and attack the Englifh, who were drawn 
up in order of battle on the plain, and who handled us fe 
roughly, ‘that, after having loft a sreat number of men, 
we turned our backs without ceremony, and fle ed with fach 
precipitation, that: many hundreds ‘perifhed in’ the river 
through pure fear and confufion ; fot the enemy ‘were ‘fo 
enerous, that they-did not puriue us one inch of ground ; 
and, if our confternation would have permitted, we might ie 
have retreated with great order and deliberation. But Rot- — | 
withftanding the royal clemency of the kine of Great- Bri- 
tain, who headed the allies in perfon,’ and, no. doubt, ‘put we 3 
a {top to the carnage, our lols amounted #0 Bve thotifand* 
men, among wl 10m were many officers’ of diftin@iony 
mifcarriage opened a paflage tor the foe t to: is 
ther they. immediately marched, : 
wounded to the care of the Freich, f 
pofleffion of the field of battle, buried the dead, and tre 
ed the alee with humatity. ae was: . spree ol nfola~ 
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he ee fia seeps aon at ate i pee? was | not’ a. meee 
vate foldier engaged, ‘who had. not by. thes prowels of his. 






arin, _ demolifhed a ‘whole platoon, o r put a fquadroa ; 
‘ orfe to flight ; ; and, among. others, a meagre Gafcon 
extolled his exploits. ‘above thofe of Hercules or Charle-: 
ne Asi fill retained my refentmeut. for the difgrace 
-] fuffered in 1 Ly laft rencontre with him, and, now that . 
thought: myfelf qualitied, T longed for an opportunity to 
retrieve my bonour;-1 magnified 1 the valour of the Englith 
with all the hy perboles 1 could im “and decried the 
-pufillanimicy. ofthe French int ioe oe comparing 
them to hares flying. before grey-hounds, or mice purfued 
by | cats; and. pafled an ironical compliment ‘on the fpeed 
he exerted in his fii ight, which, -confidering his age and — 
i frmities, I faid was forprizing. He was ftung to the 
quick by this farcafm, and, with an air of threatening dif- 
ia, bid me know myfelf hettce, and remember the: core 


jon I had already received irom. 
A tae | bu mgar of 



































for he might not always be i 
YY retch “gta -abufed. | 1S) goodn thi 
me reply but by: a kick. in-the breech, 
nan infant. He flarted up. with AE 
and, ord, attacked me with great, She 
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“There was nothing mereBe moment attempted: by eis | 
ther of the armiés during’ the remaining part of the cam 
€ , the Englifh marched back to 
the : Netherlands; 5 part of our army was: detached’ to rench 
Flanders, and'our regiment ordered into: winter-qua aha 
Champaigne. It’ was the fate of the grenadier compa 
to which now belonged, to le at Rheims, \ 
myfelfin the utmoft want of every thing. My ys ch 
cpap to: five fols a-day, far from’ fupplying: ‘me piel 
neceflaries, was fearce fufiicient to- procure a wretched” 
fubfiftence to keep fottl and’ body’ together 5 ; fo shat E-was} 
by: Lieve and’ hard’ duty, browght down‘to the meagre: 
condition of my: fellow-foldiers, and my linet reduced {ron 
three tolerable fhirts to two pair of fleeves and necks, the’ 
bodies having been long ago converted: into fpatterdathes';: 
and after all 1 was better provided than any private maiin® 
the regiment. In this urgency of my affairs, Lwrote'to’ 
my t wnele‘i in England, though my hepes from that quar? a 
ter were not at all’ fanguine for the reafons | have already~ 
explained, and in’ the mean’ time had récourfe to’ al 
remedy patience, confoling: myfelf with the’ flattering fuge 
geftions: of a lively rag aoe that n never te airdone ie - 
ivimysaiirels: 2 ae ; 

Que day, while I food sce tine] at we ‘ga 
ral-officer, a‘certain nobleman’ came to the OC 
by a gentleman in mourning, to whom at parting : 
him fay, «© You:may depend upon’ my’ good ‘offices? 
This affurance wasanfwered by 2 i bow of e perfon ae 
black, who, turning to’go away; « difeovered to me the - ee 
dividual countenance of my old frienc t 
Strap. I was fo much’ aftonifhed 
the power - utterance, and, “before I could recolleé my- 
felf, he was cone without taking any‘ notice of me. I 
deed, had he ftaid, Ifcarcely fhould have ventured to'atco 
him, ae: though i was aes well adequainted wit 

catt itively certa 
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‘ghereforé, took the firft opportunity of asking» om iene 
if he knew the gentleman to whom the marquis fpoke?. 
_ The Swifs told me his name was Monfeur d’ Eftrapes, 
. that he had been valet de chambre to. an Evglif th gentle- 
man lately deceafed, and that he was very much regarded 
by the marquis for his fidelity to his mafter, between 
whom and that noblemana very intimate friendlhip had. 
{ubfifted. Nothing could. be more agreeable to me than 
this piece, “intelligence, which banithed all ‘doubt of its 
being my friend, who had found means to Frenchify his 
name as well as his behaviour fince we parted. As foon, 
therefore, _as L was relieved, I went to his lodging accord- 
ing to.a dire@tion given me. by the Swifs, and had the 
good. fortune to find him at home, That I might furprile 
him the. more, I concealed my name and bufinefs, and 
only defired the fervant of the houfe to tell Monfieur 
d’Eftrapes, that I begged the honour of half an hour’s 
converfation with him. He was confounded and difmayed 
at this mefage, when he underftood it was fent by a fol- 
diez, though he was canf{cious to himfelf ofno crime: all 
that he had heard of the Baftile appeared to his imagina< 
tion with apsravated horror, and it was not before I had. 
waited a confiderable time, that he had refolution enough to 
bid the fervant thew me up ftairs. When I entered his 
chamber, he returned my bow with great civility, and en- 
deavoured by a forced complaifance to difguife his fear, 
which appeared in the palenefs of his face, the wildnefs of 
his looks, and ‘the fhaking of his limbs. Iwas diverted 
at his. confternation, which redoubled when Ltold him in 


- French, Thad bufinefs for his private. ear, and demanded 
re os apartipular audience. The valet being Withdrawn, Latked 





“in the fame language, if his name was d’Eftrapes ? To 
a pre he an{wered with a faultering tongue, ‘ The fame, 
“© at your fervice.”— Are you a Frenchman? yer datd : 1. 
«« I have not the honour of being a Frenchman. born,"? 
replied. wesc * but Ihave an infinite veneration. for. the 
¢ country.” q then defired he would do me the honour. - 
to look at me, which he no fooner did, than, ftrack. with. if 
my ‘appearance, he- ftarted back, 
© 8 4© O-jelus! fupe. it camit tae 
iy at his aps srpanetn se ar af 
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TEER? “When he heard me pronounce: thele words in 

our own language, he leaped upon me in a tranfport ‘of 

joy, hung about 4 my neck, kiffed me from ear to ear, and 
blubbered. like a great {chool-boy who: had been ‘whipped. 3 
Phen; ‘obferving my drefs, he fet up his ‘throat, crying, 

“« OL—d! O Ld! that ever I thould live to fee my 
«¢ deareft friend reduced to the condition of a foot-{e 
<*in the French fervice! Why did you confent t 
 Jeaving you?—But I knew the’ reafon—you thought 

£7 OU: had got more creditable friends, and grew. afhamed - 
“<: of ny acquaintance-—-Ah ! Lord help us! though I was . 
«a little thort-fighted, I was not altogetlier. ‘biind—and, 

* ‘though I did not complain, I was not the lefs fenfible 

“ of your unkindnefs, which was indeed the only thing 

«€ that: induced’me to ramble abroad, the “Lord knows 

« whither; but lmuft own it has tert, ‘a lucky ramble 

Sater OMe, ead fo I forgive you, and may God forgive 

pie opens L—d! ae) L—d' { is. it come je tor this 2” ie was 












ome hes 






chinking ‘dala fomaliles. anid’: 1M ee NM ae vise eter. 7 
that, whether his: fufpicions were ill or well grounded, he 
might have chofen a more convenient opportunity of in- 
trodueing them, and that the queftion now was, whether 
or no he found himflelf difpofed to lend me any affiftance— 


*« Difpofed 1” replied he with great emotion; ‘* I thought S F 
<¢ you had known me fo well as toaffure yourfelf, without ; 
“vafking, that Iand all that belongs to me are at your . 4 







‘* command. In the mean time you tha dine: with, me, 
and I will tell you fomething that per 


‘i eee to a 





5 ae 


faced 2 sine hehe; sah et ie. ae ‘ Sade parker te 
queft to ag which I Saal So eberas cages rade 















a tiie ee MeMiehs be could (canes a 
zplained it by unbuttoning my coat, and difclo- | 
2 eed ‘body; a cai that flocked: thie 
oe, pd 
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tender: hearted Strap, ‘who with tears in his eyes ran toa 
coheft drawers, and, taking out fome linen, -preferted: to 
“me a very fine ruifled holland dhirt, and cambric ne ck-cloth, 
‘affurmg me he shad three dozen of the fame‘kind at my 
dervice, I was ravithed at this “piece of good news,-and, 
shaving ‘accommodated myfelfin a moment, hugged my 
“benefaGor for his generous offer, daying 1 was overjoyed 
“to find him undebauched by profperity, which feldom fails 
Of corruptin gthe heart. He befpoke for-dinner fome foup 
and bouille, a couple of pullets roafted, anda dith of afpa- 
<faeus, and in the interim entertained me with - ‘bifcuit and 
- Burgundy ; 3 after which repait, he. entreated me to gratify 
chis- longing defire of knowing: every circum ftance of my for- 
‘une fince his departure from London. — This 1 complied 
owith, beginning at the adventure of Gawky, and. relating 
“every particular event in which I had been concerned froin 
'y to the prefent hour. During the recital, my friend 
owas s ftrongly affected, according to the various fituations 
adeleribed he ftarted with furprife, glowed with indigna- 
ction, | ‘gaped with curiofity, filed with pleafure, trembled 
with fear, and wept with forrow, as the~ i ditudes of my 
—Hife infpired thefe diferent ‘paflions; and, whe 



































when my ftory 

avas ended, fipnified his amazement on the whole by Lift 

ing: up his: eyes and hands, and. protefting, that; though 

Lwasa young ise 1 had futfered more penn all the lefed | 

martyrs. gasieasaleaies 

a dinner I ae red, Jn ee turn, to. ‘know mes parti 
ae bei anes me in: a few 

















that eine hekanig 
ell < p the fethionable exercifes, 









= ne witch: ae he pete ? 
with three of his own punt yitien: 0 on. eee” -tpamels. in 
_ whofe company he committed fuch exceffes, that his con- 
- {titution failed, and he fell into a confumption a by 
the advice of phyfi icians, ‘he went to Mc lier for the — 
benefit of good air, and recovered fo well in 
that he returned to Rheims feem ngly 
where hehad not continued abor ea 
feized with a Paes cates earried hit 
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ieiaie of Strap,: who had Sect very happy i in: His fervice;, 
and given: fach fatisfadion; that: his: mafter on his death: 


bed recommended him: to! feveral perfons of diftingion for 
ection, and: left him: by will 


his diligence; fobriety ;/and 
his wearing apparel, ecld-wateh, {words rings; ready 
money, and all the: mo veabled | a 

























> Hadoin Fi rance, to the 


value of three hundred pounds,’ ‘«¢ which L now,” faid’ he, 
*¢ in the fight of God and man, furrender to your abfolute 
<€ difpofal: here are my keys} take then,” Tbeleech you, 
‘¢ and’ Gad give youj joy of the poffeffion.”? My brain was 
almoft turned with this Sudden change- of fortune,! which 
Teould*fearce believe real ; “however, I> politively: refafed | 
this extravagant proffer. of my friend, and put him in mind 
of my beitiga foldier; at which he ftarted, crying, ** Od- 
‘fol that’s trues-We muft ‘procure your: difcharge-—T 
«have fome intereft with aohobleman who is able to do 
“< me that favour.” We confulted about this affair, and 
it-was determined, that Monfieur @’Eftrapes fhould wait 
upon the nrarquis in the morning; and tell him he had by 
accident found his: brotlier, nhs he had not féen for 
many years” before, a a private féldier in the regiment: of | 
Picardy, and implore that nebleman’s intereft for! his dif- 
charge. Inthe mean time we enjoyed ourfelves. over a 
bottle of good Burgundy, ‘and fpent the evening in con- | 
certing fehemes for our future condud, in cafe I fhonld’ : 
be folucky asto get rid of the army. The bufinefs: was Bae. : 




















to make ourfelves eafy for life by means of’ his’ legacy, a 
tak very dificult, and, im the ufual methods of: iiyina’ 
out money, altogether impra@icable ; fo that, after much 
canvalling, we could come to no refolution that hight, 
bat, when we parted, recommended the mattér to the fe. 
rions attention of each other, As for my own part, I puz: 
zled ‘my imagination to no. purpofe ; ; when I thought of? 
turning merchant, ‘the fmallnefs of our ftock, and the rim’ 
of: feas, enemies, and markets; deterred me from. that’ 
nes eo if I fhould fettle as a furgeon i in my own ‘coun: 
ry, Lwould find the bufinefs already overf{toc oked or, ae a 
pretended ‘tofet up in England, muft labour un | 
of friends, and: powerfubopposition, ebftaclés tinfarmona 
ale bs he moft fhining merit’; neither Poul: fai aed? 
niches oN rife i in ne fate, oe ae he pea: 
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pen in: defence’of a wicked and contemptible adminiftra- 
tion. , Before iL could form any featible projed, 1 fell 

eep, and my fancy was:blefed with ‘the image of my 
r Narcifla, who feemed to {mile upon: ay: aes and 
offer her-hatd as a reward for allmy toils. 

Early inthe morning, lowent tothe lodgings otis amy: 
Siemans whom I found ezulting over hié happy invention 5 
for Ino fooner entered his apartment, th: he addreffet 
me in thefe words, witha fmile of felf applanf ; 
* Mr. Random, a: lucky thought may céme i 
: head. fometies—-L have: hit it—DP1i:hole iene: a button 
mie plan: ascbetter than-yeurs, for all your: learning. 

* But you fhall have the preference 3 aerey ee as im ah: other 
“ee things ; therefore proceed; an: | 

“of your Mieditation—and then I willumr ; 
phe excogitations.”—I told. him, that. not one. thought 
‘occurred to me which deferved the leaft notice, and figni- 
_ fied. my impatience to be acquainted with the fruits. of his 
reflection.‘ As.we have not,” faid he; «* money. foffict~ 
“ ent to maintain ws during a® tedious. expectation, dti-is: 
‘¢ my opinion, that a beld pufh- mutt be’ made, and Iofee: 
« none fo likely to fucceed asryour appearing inthe. cha= 
*& yader-at 2 gentleman, -whieb: i3: your due, and making: | 
‘¢ your addreffes to: fome. lady of fortune who can render 
fe OME independent at. once--Nay; don’t flare—I atfirm: 
<¢-that this feheme is both prudent and kononrable 5. for 
“ [would not have-you throw yourfélf away upon an: 
ce old toothlets, ‘wheezing dame, whofe breath. would 
¢ ftink you into a confumption im lefs than three» months :. 
-€ neither would Ladvile you, to: affume the charagter. of a 
* wealthy. fquire, as your: common fortune-hunters do, 
* by which: means many a poor jady i is cheated into -ma~ 
trimony, and ‘inftead of enjoying the pomp and. gran: 
** deur that was promifed, fees her dowry feized by her: 
«¢ hufband’s rapacious creditors, and herfelf reduced to. 
‘© mifery and defpair.—No, I know you have afoul that: 
‘¢ difdains fuch impofition; and ate, mafter of qualifica-» 
‘© tions both of mind and body,. hay eee wen le you 
*¢ to a match that will fet you -above: th ‘ a 
‘¢ clothes in my poffeffion, that a duke need not u 
¢€ed to wear.—-f believe they will ft you: as they ar 
“ pot, there are plenty of —— France) 
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*¢ take a fhorttrip to Paris, and. provide ourfelves withall 
*¢ other neceffaries, then. fetsout for -Englat where. I 
¢ intend to do myfelf the honour of attending -yo 
** quality of a valet.—This will fave you the expence ofa 
<¢ fervant, fhaving and: drefling 5. and: I.doubt not but, by 
<¢. the bletling of God} we fhall bring matters to a {peedy 
‘*-and fortunate fuey—Extravagant as. this propofal 
owas, L liftened to it with pleafure, becaule it flattered my 



















vanity, and indulged a ‘ridiculous hope I began. to, enter- 
tain of infpiring Narcifla with a mutual flame. _. ~~ 
* After breakfaft, MonGeur <Eftrapes went to. pay his 






id ‘voirs to the: Matquis, and. was fo fuccefsful:, in hi: 
plication; that I obtained’a difcharge i in a few days, upo 

which we fet out for Paris.—Here L had time to. reflec 
and. congratulate. myfelf “upon «this fudden tranfition ‘of 
fate, which, to bear with moderation, required. for & de~ 
gree of philofophy and felf-denial.—This will be more 
vious, if 1 give a detail of the particulars, to. the quiet 
pofiefion of which I was. raifed in an inftant, Paice 
-moatk. abje& mifery.avd €on tempt._-My piararobe. confitt- 
dof five fathionable. coats, full. mounted ; two of which 

are plain, one of cut velvet, o ue. trimmed with gold, and. 
nother with filver lace; two. frocks, one a white drab 
with large plate buttons, and the other of blue, with gold 
binding; one wailtcoat of gold brocade; one of blue 
fatin embroidered with. Glver ; 3 one of green. filk, trimmed 
with broad figured gold lace 5. oneof black filk with fring- 
es; one of white fat a ae oneof black. cloth, and one 
of featlet; fix pair. of cloth — breeches 5. zane. pair. of crim- 
fon, and another of black velvet ; twelve pay, ot white 
Gk ftockings, as many of black Ok. and the fame Huts eee 
ber-of fine-cotton 3; one hat, laced with gold point a’ BS oe 
pagne, another with filver. lace. f{colloped, a third with gold — 

binding, and a fourth plain; three dozen of fine rufiled’ 
Mirts 3 asymany neckcloths; one dozen of cambric hand=, 
Kerchiefs and the like. number of file... ‘The other move- 
bles which 1 poffefled by the generofity and friend{hip. 
ips were, a gold watch with a chafedscafe, two. vas, 
uable diamond tings, two mourning fwords, one with, a 
ver. handle, anda fourth cut ftcel inlaid with gald; a. 
: : -buckle, and a fet of ftone. buckles. for the 
5. a pair of. filyer- mounted pittols with) 
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fich pen aed gold: ‘headed ‘cant’ eand* a! eat eos: tor 
e-thell mounted w ott shee 3 oe bene a | 










ar dives thet pourane 

eae money ‘atnounted 40) seteeeesis more 

than ~— 5 hitiid re pounds. = => a fit 
Thus equipt, I pat on shes sgentletiant of fies and 

attended by my honeft friend, who was: } 

-. spe ina rig shad vee soho: 4 








tic a eee: vee ving etuarieable3 te hase en ee the car 
tal.— After pesca we thoes ~ cao a <b ak way> 





I ‘inuive — my ) niet irk unde ania: he-is gone- 
take lodgings at Chaving-crofy- £0 to th ‘pla ay: wher 

' gneet with an adventire—diie at an ordinary ; the guepy 
" défertbed-—become, teens with ae ‘and assed 
ee oe le ae 

















See oe fig one ine a ori tine ith an ac. 
count’ of Mir: Bowling’s ‘ hay “¢ Boveeia eet: 
merchant fhip, after a long ane preterit 
and attendance at the- admiralty, Ww 
tereft he depeitded® Upén, was ne’ att 
him, of recover the eth ‘that = 
quitted the’ Thunder. oh 
Ment : = ticeds es Kaname 









st 


RODERICK RANDOM, 57 


= 


plain. fate of: the true Paris cut, and appeared in a front 


‘box at the play, where I faw a good-deal: of. company, | 








sand was vain enongh to. belt @ that. 1 was obferved 
with an uncommoa degree of attention. and. applaufe. 
This filly conceit. intavacated: ‘much, =that. dowas 
guilty of a thoufand ridiculous coguetries, and 1. dare. fay, 
chow -faveurable foever the thoughts of the company 
might beat my firft appearance, they were foon changed 
by my abfurd behaviour into pity or contempt.—l role 
upand fat down, covered and uncovered my head tweaty 
times between the ads; pulled out my ‘watch, clapped. 
At >to my ear,<wound it up, fet it, gave it the hearing 
again; difplayed my 4nuff-box, -aifegted to take fnuf, 
that 1 might have an opportunity of fhewing my brilliant, 
and wiped my -nofe with a perfumed handkerchief. s—-then 
dangled my cane, and adjufted. my fword-knot,.and a@ed 
many more fooleries of the fame kind, in ‘hopes: ofa a: 
jog the charatter of a pretty. fellow, in the ae 
which, I feund two copa pte obftnadtions aes 
aot ions 3 oT a 



























se sass ‘Se: amy ie as well as. fle 

that Iwas-more entitled toa compliment of “phta kind from - 
them, than they to fuch condefcenfion from 4 ftranger 
dike me.—How often did 1 redden at the frequent whifpers — 
and loud pao of co ames > — —— 








pine era or Sewn | My eu: oe 
igi of es and : ens not t elp 
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Sie opis Pie 


" me"with a languifhing look, that feemed, 
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- my,complaifance, and with a tender look déelined giving 
i melthe trouble ; looking at her. watch, and teftifying her 

furpr te at the negligence of her foetman, whom the had — 
ordered to havé a chair ready for her-at that hour.—I re- 
‘peated my intreaty with all the eloquence and compliment: 
i was matter of ; and inthe event, fhe was ‘prevailed upon 
to accept ofa propolal: dT made to fend my fervant fora 

chair or coach. Accordingly, Strap was detached for 
that. purpole, and returned without fuccefs, there being 
none to be found; by this time the play-houfe was quite 
empty; and we vere obliged to retire: as I-led her 
through: the 3 ‘paflage, if obferved: five or fix young fellows 
of fathion; ftanding ina corner, one of whom, as I thought, 
tipt my charmer the wink, and when we were paft, 1 
heard-them {fet ‘ap a loud laugh, —This ‘aronfed my at- 
tention, and lawas. refolved to 7 fully fatistied of “this la~ 
dy’ 8 charadter before [ fhould have any nearer connection 
with her.—-As no coaveniénce appeared, 1 propofed, that 
‘J fhenld condua her to atavern, where we mignt ftay a 
few minutes, till my fervant could fetch: aac scadieat 
the Strand. <+She feemed particularly fhy of ing -her 


‘trutting -h 
felf i in a tavern with a Ss oie J 3 but at: Jatt yielded:to n 














by 3 remaining py: 2 anki, eat thoani oii ae 
thus far fv ucceeded, f begged. to know what wine fire would 





be pleafed o-drink a glafs of ; but fhe profefied the: great- 
eftaverGon to all forts of ftrong liquors; and it was with 
much diticulty that 1 could perfuade her to eat a jelly. —_ 
In the mean time, 1 endeavoured. to alleviate the: uneafi-: 
nefs the difcovered, 1 by: aying | all theagreeable things E.. 
could think of; at whi fhe would.often figh, ‘and regard 
|, however, toonear- 








a ckin to the te is age ot a a ei ages a seeasiei a canes 


give Sekt oae to. » sir _ ened of a. shea: 


to be afr etted with ate is info cag - ae bic 
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clad. an y utter Genes af all iin 
La rae? ny. -tophts into sit ean ke br 


gn, Se 
ae sb “that Strap perceived. ee ets he ane ene 
bed. his- hands. with joy ashe followed us to the door ;— 
but L was proof. againtt all her endearments, and. handed” 
her into the coach with an intention to nels my tea 
mediately. - She guefied my defi ign, 
her periph Ww Apis hom thet now $ ie 
















no ae re Ww oid not cundergo, Be re: as “eas 
ger the repofe of her ladythip; and bidding the psa 
man drive én, wifhed her a good night. She: 3 
per at. my indifference, and ftopping the coach’ 
{lance ef about twenty yards from me, popped 
head, and bawled with the lun 2s of % a fith- “Ww oman, 
** you, yon dog, won’t you pa = 
00 anfwer: upon which fhe held forte apeintt me wit 
an eloquence peculiar to herfelf ; calling m pitiful fellow, - 
fcoundrel, and an hundred fuch appellat ne 
eluding with an oath, that for all my appear 
lieved I had got no money in my pocket. 
‘Having thus vented her indignation, fhe or 
-coathman to proceed, and I returned to the tave 
: befpoke. fomething for f{upper, very well plea 





















iffue of this | he sal oaaety cepened, witht 
of the waiter ¢ o 
“Was prefent, j id Wen we: ‘were doug, ala : aps 
* Well, Monfeur d’Efrapes, what d’ye think of this la - 





ate My friend, who had net opened his. ae fince . 
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gay Mable, ‘Think !* which he 
of fear and -aftouithment.—Surprifed at this : 
furveyed : my valet, and, perceiving a wildnefs’ in his lage 
afked ifhe had feen his” grandfather’s. ghoft?—* Ghoft}?~ 
faid he, ‘© Lam fure I have feen a devil incarnate! Who- 
«© would’ have’ thought that fo much devilith malice and 

Bie: Billingfgate, could lurk under fuch fweetnefs of coun: 
“tenance and modefty. of’ behaviour? Al! God help us! 
eg | Fronti- nulla fides—nimium ne credi colori—but we ought’ 
*“ to down on our knees and blefs God for delivering us 
«© from the | jaws of that painted fepulcbre.—I was pretty” 
much of Strap’s opinion, and though I did aot believe my= 
felf in any danger from the allu: sof that fifterhood, 

TE determined to a with preat circt unfpection for the’ future, 
aud fhun all conimerce of that kind, as equally” prejudicial: 
ta my purfe and conftitution. — 

My next care was'to introduce myfelf into: a fet ‘of good’ 
acquaintance ; for which pz arpote r Bg eS a apt 
coffte-houfe, notedfor the r 
lift as well as: foreigners, here my ‘appearance ‘procn 
all the civilities and advances a could defire. There Rete ae 
ing an ordinary in the fame houfe, I went up ftairs to 
dinuer with the other” ee and found eee at table 


with thirteen’ people, ~ 
better dreffed than inyle | 


me nee departure, could make no other anfwer ‘te 





































athe ceive nition: hicn was 
moftly carried on in Fr turned’ chiefly on politics ;_ 
and Ifoon found the whole company. was in the French 
intereft, myfelf excepted, anda teity old gentleman, who - 
cantradigied every thing that was advanced in’ favour of 
his moft Chriftian, Majefty, with a furlinefs truly” enpime 
—But this teufty patriot, ‘who had never been out of his’ 
own. ‘country, and. drew all his maxims and notions - from 
prejudice and hearfay, was: very unequal to his antago= - 
ee pte WETe Lae to Te in agg Les ae ieee 


















He fat oon to a and aa eae {6 emnity ae his mane 
ner, and the richnels of his apparel, feemed to be at 


ae 
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reign Pctador. Thi is differtation introduced another 
on the Pragmatic Sanéion, handled with great warmth, | 
hy a-young. gentleman at my ine hand, drefled in a - 
green frock trimmed with gold, wlio juftified the French | 
king fer his. breach of that contract; and affirmed, that 
he could not have obferved.it, without injuring his own 
‘ glory.—Although. 1: was not at all.convinced by this gen- 
‘tleman’s arguinents, J could.not help: adiniring his viva: _ é 
city, ow hich. I: imagined muft be the efteét of his iNuftri: 

ous birth, and.noble education, and accordingly rated him 

in my conjeéture as a young, prince on his travels—The 
difcourfe was afterwards fhifted by an old gentleman of 

a. very martial appearance, to the jaft campaign, when 

the battle of Dettingen“ was fought over again, with fe 

many circumftances. tothe honor of..the French, and dif- | 
advantage of the allies, that 1 began to entertain fome - 
doubts-of my having been there in perfon ;.and took the ; 
Jiberty to.mention fome.objeions to what he advanced, 

_ This freedom introduced a difpute which lafted a good 

while, to the mortification of all prefent; and was at laft re- | 
ferred to the determination of a grave perfon, whom they _ : 
ftiled do&or, and.who, under a {hew of preat moderation, de- =. > 
cided it againft me, swith fo little regard to truth, thatD 
taxed him with partiality in pretty fevere terms,to theno 
{mall entertainment of the true Englifh polimcian, whors. % 
-rejoiced'at my defence of a caufe he had fo often efpout- 
ed without fuccefs: my opponent, pleafed with the vic-_ 
tory he had gained, affected a great deal of candour, and 

told me he fhould not have been fo pofitive, if fhe hag not. 
been-at great pains.to inform himfelf of cach. particular. 
_ ——‘* Indeed,”’. faid he, <‘ 1 am convinced, that the. pre- 
bes vious fieps confidered, things | could not bapper othe? 
| 











*< wife; for we generals who have feen fervice, at i 
© we snay not be on the {pot ourfelves, koow by. ‘the ‘leat. 
“ fketch of the difpofition, what muft be the event?" 
| He then cenfured with great freedom, every circumftance | 


of the. condua of thofe who commanded the allies; trom . 
thence made a tranfition to the miniftry, which he ho-. i 
noured 5 with a Beye for hanes Le who 






m 2 of ae own » importanee ; and at with, 
“NOL as fica 

















obferving, that the French and Spaniards Line tctten: 
how to value generals of merit ;. the good effeds of which 
are feen in the conquefts they gain, and the admirable - 
difcipline of their troops, which are at the fame time ‘bet- 
ter clothed and paid than any foldiers in the univerfe. 
Thefe remarks furnifhed the green knight with an oppor+ 
tunity of launching out into the praife of the French govern- 
ment in general], civil as well as military ; ; on. which-occa- 
fion he made many odious comparifons to the difadvan- 
tage of the Englifh. Every body almott affented to the 
obfervations - he made, and’ the doGor gave his fan@ion, 
by faying, the people of France were undoubtedly the 
“happieft fubje@s* in the world, TP was fo much: afto-: 
nifhed and confounded at their in uation and effrontery, 
that I had not power toutter one word in oppoftion to 
their affertions; but my morofé-affociate could not put’ 
“up with the indignity that was offered’ to old England, 
and therefore with a fatirical grin addreffed himfelf to the 
- general i in thefe words: <«* Sir, Sir, [have often heard it 
© faid, She's a villainous bird that befouls her: own nefl.— 
& As for what thofe people, who are foreigners, fay, } 
sas don’t mind it, they know no better; ‘but you who 
<¢ were bred and born, and have got your bread under 
"the Englifh government, fhonld have more regard to 
is gratitude as well as truth, itr cenfuring your native 
«© country.—If the m! 










firy have thought fit to lav you 
a afide, I fuppofe they have their own reafons for fo do- 
€€ ing; and you ought tt o remember that you fill live on 
«¢ the* bowhty of the nation.—As for thefe gentlemen, 
fe (meaning | the prince and ambaflador,) who make fo 
¢ free with our conftitution, Jaws and genius:of eur peo- 
¢ ple, Ithink they might thew a little more refpea for 
«¢ their benefaGors, who, I muft own, are to blame in: 
«¢ harbouring, protecting and encouraging fuch ungratefl 
«¢ vagrants as they are.’—At thefe words the chevalier 
in green ftarted up in a great paflion, and | evan his hand on. 
the hilt of his ‘hanger, exclaimed, ‘* Hal foutre /?2—The: 
a aes on the other: hae bare cane, oe 
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ms {peak fo freely of the siainitication of your own coun- 
eee ail Paris, as you have done of ours in London, you 
<oow ould have aa fent to the Baftile without ceremony, 
“< where you might have rotted in a-dungeon, and never - 
« feen the light of the fun again.—Now, Sir, take my 
«« word for it, although our conftitution fereens us from 
<¢ fuch oppreilion, we want not laws to chaftife the authors 
*< of feditious difcourfe ; ; and.if I hear another fyllable out. 
« of your mouth, in contempt or prejudice of this king: | 
<< dom, I will give youa convincing proof of what I ad~ ; 
*£ vance, and have you laid. by the heels for your pre- 
 fumption.”—This declaration had ‘an effect on the 
company, as fudden as furprifing s,—The young prince be~ — ,) 
came as fupple as a {paniel, the ambaffador trembled, the 
general fat filent and bathed, and the do&er, who, it. 
feems, had felt the’ rod of power, grew pale as death, and 
affured us all, that he had no intention to affront any per- 
fon oc people.—‘* Your principles, doctor, (refumed the 
ar old gentleman, ) are no fecret-—1 have nothing to fay 
«* upou that heads. but ami very much furprifed that a 
se UF who detpiles us’ fo much, { Should notwithtanding 
“ live among us when he has. ne ee for fo 
88 ‘doing,—W by don’t: you t Fs j 
«your beloved France, WwW may 1 
«© without cenfure !7=—To fe ‘the dofior Sigh fie eC 
make no reply; a and an unfoe aL 
pees 3 took age ‘that i 
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any mifunderftanding ato 
and propofed to Grink down a 
tle. —This motion was applauded ce the. Lite company ee 
the wine was, _bfotght, and the Englifh champion declar- 
ing he had no fpleen againit any man for differing in opi- 
nion from him, any more than for difference of complex- 
jon, drank to the good health of all: pr fent ; th is 
pliment was returned, and the converla i 
game unreferved, ‘though © more genere 
; _ Amoug: other ‘topics, the fubje& ‘of war’ 
“ba which the general declaimed with gréat’elo 
{pon “ma fy of his. own exploits by way of illu 
hel courfe of this harangue he happened to 


es Pe. yo heal t, Upon oe the opel gen 
ty xa 
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afked the meaning of that term.—‘‘ Vll-tell you hat afi 
= epaulement is, replied he—“~< 1 never faw an epaulement 
* but oncé—and that was at the fiege of ‘Namur—In a 
*< council of war, Monfieur Cohorn, the famous engineer, 
«* afirmed, that the place could not be taken.—Yes,” 
faid the prince of Waudemont, ‘* it may be taken by an 
é¢ epaulement.— This was immediately. put in execution, 
*¢ and in twenty-four hours Marfhal Bouflers was fain to 
“* capitulate,’ »__Here he made a full ftop, and the old 
gentleman repeated the queftion, “* But, pray, what is 
“* an epaulement ?”—-To thiis the officer madé no immedi- 
ate reply, but rung the bell and called for a bill, which 
being brought, he threw down his proportion: of the 
‘Feckoning, and telling the*company he would thew them 
what an ‘epaulement is, When his Majefty thought: fit te 
intraft him with the command of our army abroad; ‘itrit- 
ted away with great dignity-—I could not: imagine why 
he was fo fhy of explaining one of the moft fimple‘terms 
of. fortification; which I forthwith defcribed as a fide< 
work ‘compofed of earth, gabions, or fafcines ; but I was 
“yery much furprifed when I afterwards underftood that this 
relenve proceeded from. his ignorance.— Having» ‘paid our 
Bill, we adjourned to the coifee-room, where my fellow-- 
labourer infifted on 1 treating. ine witha dith, giving me to 
i e, that 1 had acquired his good 
y my principles and intelle@s. 
apliment, and profefing my- 
part of the world, begged he 
would have the goodnels 7 Ais me of the quality and 
charaéers of the people who dinéd above.—T his requeit 
was a real favour to one of his difpofition,- which was no 
lefs communicative than ct riots; he therefore complied 
with great fatisfaction, and told me, to my extreme 
aftonifhment, ‘that the fuppoled ‘young | prince was a dan-- 
cer at one of the: theatres; and the ‘ambafflador no other 
than a fidler belongiig to the opera. ‘The dodor,” 
faid he, ‘ is Ramet Catholic prieft, who fometimes ape 
«« pears in the charaéter of ‘an ¢ Acer,’ and affumes the. 
e¢ name of captain; but more generally | ta ces the garb, 
© title and behaviour of a phyfician, in Which ‘capa f 
—-& _he wheedles himfelf into. the confidence of. weak: nif 
«ed people, aad ‘by. rang ho leis fe: : 













} opinion, ‘both eit rfp 
—I thanked him for hi: 
felf an utter ftranger in 























hee gratified my curiofity, the old gentleman began’ to 
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falfe, converts them from their religion and allegiances. Pk 
——He has been in the hands of juftice more than once 


‘ for fuch praétices; but he is a fly dog, and manages = 


matters with fuch craft, that hitherto he has efcaped 
fora fhort unprifonment.—As for the general, you 
may fee he has owed his promotion more to his intereft 
‘than to his capacity; and now that the eyes of the 


-Iiniftry are opened, his friends dead, or become in- 


confiderable, he is ftruck off the lift, and obliged to put 
‘up with a. yearly penfion ;. in. confequence of this re- 


‘ dudion, he is become malcoatent, and inveighs againf{t 


the government in all companies with fo little difcre- - 
tion, that Lan furprifed at the lenity of the admini- 
{tration in overlooking his infolence; but the truth of 
‘the matter is, he owes his fafety to his. weaknefs_and: 
want of importance.—He has feen a little, and buta a 
little (ervice ; and yet if you will take his word forit, 









pass 


? 
there has nct been a great aétion performed in the field: 


fince the Revolut jon, in which he was. not. principally 
concerned. Whena {tory is. told of any great general, 

he immediately matches it with one of himfelf, tho 
he is often un happy i in his invention, and commits. 
grofs blunders in the detail, that every body is in 
for him.—Cefar, Pompeys and Alexander the Great 
are continually in his mouth ; and as he reads a good 
deal without ee: judgment _digett it, his ideas are 
confuled, and his hatangue: s unintelligible as ine 
nite; for once he begins, — - is no chance of his 
leaving off fpeaking, while one perfon, remains to yield 
attention; therefore the only expedient I know for 
putting a {top to his loquacity, is to lay hold of fome 
incongruity he has uttered, and demand an- ‘explana 
tion 3 or afk the miearne of fome difficult term that’ 
he knows by name only ; this will effe@ually put him | 
to lence, if not to flight, as it happet wht Mena 
Os bic about an epaulement. Had he been acquainted AS 
with the fignification of that word, his triumph would 
tha ve been: Tatelerale: and we mult have quitted the 
< field firft, or been worried with impertinenee,” Having 























over his own in queftions relating tomyfelf, to which 
aight proper to. return ere, aniwers, I pre- 
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oe fume; oir,” fatd he, “ ‘you have travelled. oat atyehek: 
eee Yes ae 7 dare fay you will find it very expenfive,” 
faid he. Lepit “© To be fi fure one cannot travel with-- 
out money.”—* That I know by experience,” faid he 3 
*© for I myfelf take a trip to Bath or Tunbridge every 
“© feafon ; and one. muft pay fauce for what he has npon 
*« the read as well in other countries as in this—That’s. a 
* very pretty ftone in your ring—give me leave, Sir—the 
* French have attained to.a wonderful ‘kill in making 
“* compofitions of this kind. Why now, this looks almoft 
~ as well as a diamond.”——‘* Almoft as well, Sir,” faid 
1, why not altogether > I am fure, if you underftand 
** any thing of jewels, you muit perceive at twiy fight, that 
<< this one is a real diamond, and-that of a very fine 
‘“« water,—Take it im your hand and examine it.” He 
did fo with fome confufion, and returned it, faying, a 
"© afk your pardon; I fee it is a true brilliant of immenfe 
_ value.” Limagined his. refpe.for me increafed after 
5 this i inquiry ; 3 therefore. to captivate his efteem the more, 
ald him I would fhew him a feal of compofition, en: 
edafter a very 3 valuable antique ; upon which I pulled - 
watch with a rich gold chain, adorned with oe 
als fet in gold, and an opal ring, He viewed each of 
m with great . eagern els, “handled the chain, admired 
e chafed-eafe, and oblerved, that the whele muft have 
-cott mea vaft fum of money. loaffeded andifference, and 
replied ina carelefs manner, “ Some trifle of fixty or fe- 
ee venty guineas; upon which he flared in my face for 
fome time, and then atked. me if I wasan E ngli! (hinan ? | 
oe an{wered i in the negative. _** You are from. Ireland then, 
Hol prefume, go dah, ee I made the sme Teply. 
«Oh! perhaps,” Tae hes: « you were born i in one of ae 
** fettlements. abroad, sa L ll anfwered, <* No ao 
- feemed very much furprifed, and faid, he was fure we was 
not a foreigner. I made no reply, but left him upon the 
_ tenter-hooks of impatient uncertainty. “He could not con- 
tain his anxiety, but afked pardon for the liberty he had 
_ taken, and, to encourage me the more to difelofe my fitu- ie 
. ation, difplayed his own without referv ‘ Tam,” | d 
he, << a fingle man, have. a. confides a1 ity on 
«¢ | live according: to my ¢ 
# ends of the year me 
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te eftate ‘to ledve behind me, Tam not troubled with the 
* importunate oficionf{nefs “of relations, or legacy-hunt- 
«¢ ‘ers, and: [ confider the world as made for me, not me 
«¢ for the world: it is my maxim, therefore, to enjoy it 
‘ while I can; and let futurity {hift for itfelf? ‘While 
Ke thus indulged his own talkative vein, and at the’ fame 
time, no doubt, expected a retaliation fronr me, a young 
mah entered, dreffed in black velvet and an enormous tie- 
Wig, with aa air in which natural levity and affected fo- «©. 
Jemnity were fo jumbled together, that on the whole he 
appeared a burlefque on all decorum. This ridiculous od- 
dity danced: up to the table at which we fat, and, after a 
thoufand grimaces, afked may friend by tie: name of Mr. 
Medlar, if we were not engaged upon bufinefs? My com- 
panion put. on a. furly countenance, and replied, “ No 
<< great bufinefs, doctor—but, however’—*- O then, de 
cried the phyfician, <¢ I muit beg your, indulgéncea little; 
¢< pray pardon me, gentlemen. Sir,” faid he, addrefiing 
himfelf to me, “* your moft be mble fervaiit » | hope you 
fe will forgive me, Sir—I muft beg the favour ea t 
 * Sir—Sir, I have fomething of confequence to imp: 
«* my friend Mr. Medlar-——Sir, hope you will exe 
4 Freedom in. whitpering, ae.” Before. A. had tim 
‘give this complaifant perfon my.permiffion, Mr. Mec 
cried, ** Pil have no whifpering—if you have-any thi 
*« ‘to fay to me, {peak with an audible voice,” The doc 
tor feemed a little difconcerted at tl his exclaim rion, ‘ 
“turniug’ again to me, making a thoufand apologies for 
pretending to make a myftery ‘of any thing, which he faid 
Was Owing to his jonorance of iny. conection with | 
~Medlar, but, now be underftood I was a friend, he wou 
communicate what he had to fay i im my hearing | He thea, 
began, after two or three hems, in this manner: «© You. 
“mutt know, Sir, I am juft come from dinner at ny ” 
“Lady Flareit’s,” then addrefling himfelf to me,“ a =: 
ie lady of quality, Sir, at whofe table I have the Rg : 
pe Of dining: fometimes. There was Lady Stately, or iy | 
“Lady Larum, and Mrs. Daiaty, and Miis Bidd 
er; upon my | word a very good nat “yo 
with a very pretty fortune, Sir. There was ‘alk 
ord § Bes Sir Jolin Sune. an: a Niatte tot y¢ 
. y fac 
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‘<“inifted upon’ my. . flaying . dinner—tho cugh, upon my 


word, : ‘I proteft. I had no. appetite ; ie ee in com- 


« pliance with her ladythip’s requett, Sir, I fat down, 
*«and the converfation turning on different fabjeas, 


ee ‘ man. ‘So, Sir, her ladyfhip feeing me exceflively fa~ 
“* tigued, for fhe was the lait of fifteen patients (people | 
bara 8 diftin@ion,. Sir) whom I had viGted this. forenoon, - 


“ among other things, Mr. Chatter afked Very earneftly, 


«© when I faw Mr. Medlar? 1 told him 1 had not had the 


“« pleafure of feeing you thefe nineteen hours and a half; 


*« for you may remember, Sir, it was nearly about that 


time ; I won't. be pofitive as to a minute.—No ! fays 
pe then I defire you: will go to his lodgings immedi- 
: ately after dinner, and fee: what is the matter with 
‘him; for he muft Seresindy be ° very bad, from having 





clufion than he ftarted up in a_tefty humour, crying, 
«« Pihaw, plhaw ! d—n your oyfters,” and walked away 











octor gotupalio, faying, «« I vow and proteft, upon 
y word, A am assbag pepe ree 5 ;? and followed ees 















me Olea, Tau ey a ee known Sgr bere nee: if 
© it had not been for your impertinent intrufion ;” and 
walk ced off very much difappointed, The ceremonious 
“phyfician returned immediately, and fat down by me, afk- 
ing a thoufand pardons for leaving. me alone, and giving 
me to -underftand, that what he. ‘had communicated to 


“Myr, Medlar at the bar was an affair of the laft importance, 


that wonld admit of no delay, . He then called for fome 
coffee, and launched out into. the virtues of that berry, 
which he faid, in cold phlegmatic eonftitutions like his, 
dried up the fuperfluous moifture, and braced the relaxed 
nerves. He told me, that it was utterly unknown ta 


the ancients, and derived. its name from an Arabian word, ae 


which I might eafily perceive by the. found and termina: 


a 


tion. ae thi iS topic he ransferred ‘his difquifitio 
the word driak, which he adirmed was improperly a 








« Jaft night eat-fuch a vatt quantity of raw oyfters.”. The 
-erufty gentleman, who, from the folemnity of his delivery, 
expected fomething extraordinary, no fooner heard his con-- 


ra fhort compliment of ‘* Your fervant, Sir,” to me, 









“tity of the circumambient moifture, by.reafon of the {mall- ee 
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to the taking of coffee, inafmuch as people did not drink 
“bat fip or fipple that liquor-—that the genuine meaning of 
drinking 1s to quench one’s thirft, or commit a debauch 
by Pang wine—that the Latin word, w hich convey= 
ed the {ame idea, was bibere or potare, and that of the 
Greeks pinein or potecin, though be was apt to believe they: 
were indifferen atly ufed on different occafions: for example, 
“to drink a vat quantity, dr,-as the vulgar exprefs it, to 
drink san ocean of. }; quor, was in Latin potare, aude in 
Greek poteein s and, on the other hand, to ufe it mode- 
rately, was bibere and pinéin—that this was only.a conjecture 
of his own; which; however, feemed to be fapported: by 
the word dibulous, which is particularly ay pplied. to the 
‘pores of the fkin, that? camonly. drink a very. fmall quan- - 














nefs of their diameters+—-whereas, from the verb poteeiniis 
derived the fubftantive potarzos, which fignifies a river, or 
vaft quantity of liquor. I could not a aoe at 1G 
Jearned ene See Soa se ic 









eer brale domitam Cliaod tu ides uname § 


‘that Thad never’ heard df the vérb poteein, soe’ ‘nate pote 
“ms, potema, and potos, were derived from pine, pope, pen 
“poka, in conlequence of which, the'Greek poets.never: nfe 
“any other word for’ feftal ‘drinking, — Sawa s defer 
Neftor at his: ‘cups iff thele words: 7S z 





Nellore @ ouk elathen jache. pinonta berempes, o es a3 ae 


and Anacreon | mentions it ii the fame eo on almot in oat 
2 eerie nrg age 2 
Pinonti de. oiton hedun ES 2 4 

Otan pino ton-oinan. 


: ae phy k&0 de pino. -/ i a eG 5 
a'thoutand other places,” : The tion: Av: > doubt q 
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| Jefs-intended by his criticifm to’ give me a high idea: of his- 
’. erudition, was infinitely. furprifed to find himfelf fchooled 
by one of my appearance, and, atter a confiderable paufe, 
cried, ** Upon my word, you are in the right, Sir-—I 
ot* finda have not confidered this affair with my ufual ac- 
“< curacy,’ Then accolting me in Latin, which: he ae 
very well, the converfation was maintained full two hour 
on a variety of fubjeds, in that language. sat and indeed be 
{poke f {o” judicionfly, t hat 1. was convince d, notwithftand- 
dag his whimfical appearance, and attention to trifles, that 
che was’ a man of extenfive knowledge, efpecially in 
books; he looked upon me, as 1. afterwards underftood 
from Mr, Mediar, asa prodigy in learning, and propofed 
that very night, if lavas not engaged, to introduce me to 
- Geueral ‘young. gentlemen. of fortune and fathion, with 
Sag taut he had an appointientals the Bedford cofiee- houfe,, 



















hina ee -coach, Ovens 4 ie 4 great ee a 
gay figures fluttering about; moft of whom fpoke ‘to the 
doctor with great familiarity. Among the’ reft ftood a_ 
. “ogroup.of them, around the. fire, whom. immediately knew 
to be the very perfons, who had the: night: before, by their 
laughing, alarmed, my fufpicions of the lady who had put 
-herfelf under. my protection. They no fooner perceived 
me enter with Dr. Wagetail,. (lor that was, my. companions 
name,) than they. tittered and whifpered one to another ; 
and I was not alittle furprifed to find, that they were the 
-gentlemen to- whofe acquaintance he defigned to 
mend me; for, when he obferved them togeth Taek 
me who they were, and detired to know vy what 
| ve. fatisfied ; 
and he advanced with great grav yi, 
<< your moft obedient. Give: me leave to 1 
a4 friend. aie Randore to. your, fociety.” : 


eae 
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to me, Mr. Random, this is Mr. Bragwell—_Mr. Ban-. ua 
ter, Siv—Mr. Chatter—my friend, Mr. Slyboot, and : 
« Mr. Rater, Sir?” 1 faluted each of them in order, . | 

oa when I came to take Mrs Slyboot by the hand, i a 

perceived him taruft his tongue in his cheek, to the no 

fmall entertaitment of the company 3 but I did not think 

proper to take any notice of it on this occafion. Mr. Ranter 

too (whol afterwards learned was a player) difplayed his 

talents by mimicking my air, features, and voice, while 

he retarned my compliment; this feat I {hould not have been 

fo fenfible of, had I not feen him behave in the fame 

manner to my friend Wagtail, when he made up to them 

at firft, But for once Ilet him enjoy the fruits of his 


dexterity without queftion or controul, refolved, how ever, 
more convenient-opportunity. 





See ee BSN Cathe 






















to chattife his infolence a 
MEE. Slyboot, guefling Lwas a ftranger, afked if I had 
Jately been in France?- and, when I an{wered in the affirma- 
tive, inquired if L:had.- feen the, lgpemburah ei 
I told him I had confidered it more 
‘attention: upon this a converlat as ted tn We 
difcovered him to be a painter. While we were difcou 
‘upon the particulars of this famous. performance, 4 
heard Banter afk Dr. Wagtail, where he had _ 
this Mr. Random? To which queftion the phyfician 
fwered, * Upon my word, a mighty pretty fort of a 
«* tleman——a man of Portune, Sir—he has made the grat 
*¢ tour, and feen the belt company. in a Spe: sa 
“¢ What, he told you fo, 1 fuppofe??’ faid the other ;. 
‘:Ttake him to be neither more nor lefs than a French ~ 
: sence de chambre.”—* O! barbarous, OE sy 
cried the dogtor; * this is adtually, upon my. word, al 
«¢ together unaccountable. I know all his family perfeal 
“he scclt, Sir—he’s of the Randoms in the north—a very. 
“© ancient houfe, Sir, and a diftant relation of mine, 
Twas extremely nettled at the conjecture of Mr. Banter, . 
and began to enter rtain a very indifferent. opinion of .my- 
company in general: but, as 1 might. potibly. by: their 
imaeans acquire a more extenfive and agreeable acquaint-: 
etice,' : pererss ied? to. as se little erties 18 ee 
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was propofed we fhould. Giende the: evening: at a . poted 
tavern in the neighbourhood, whither. we repaired in. a 
"bodys: Having taken © poftefien of a Some icalled  for- 
French wine, and befpoke. fupper, the glafs went Dace. 
pretty freely; and the charaGers of my aifociates opened 
upon me more and more. It foon ‘appeared that the 
doétor was entertained as a bate forthe Remiek aiid player. 
to exercife their wit upon for the diverGon of the COMPANY. 
Mr. Ranter began the game by afking him what Was Sood - 
for hoarfenefs, lownefs of {pirits, a and indigeitiony: ‘for he. 
‘was troubled withall thefecomplaints tuavery great degrees 

- Wagtail immediately undertook to explain the nature of — 
his cafe, and, in a very prolix manner, harangued upen 
prognoftics, diagnottics, lymptomatics, therapeutics, in-- 
anition, and. repletion; then calowlated: the force-of the 
. omach and lungs in their refpective operations, afcribed 
the player’s malady toa difordér in thefe organs proceed- 
ing. from hard drinking and vociferation, and prefcribed a— 
bate hep gene wit h-abftinence from venery, wine, 
fj inging, coughing, ineezing, or: 
pi #6 Pah; pan? cried RPaanter, “interrupting 
> remedy is worfe than the cubale a wath ee 
there to find fome tindér-water.”—“«. Tinder-. 
rer!” faid the dedtor; “« ose my uel I don’t 
yprehend you, Mr. Ranter.”— ~ — le abd etic 






















all dMteniper dncident to many It ‘was sided = a 
© Yearned Gera: monk; who for a valuable confi deration 
wate, imparted the’ fecret to. ‘Paracel fas."—‘* Pardon me,” 
yee the per ee nee was © irk pias Bed seserede 2s ite ; 





« thas who: was d 
“wast: 


a4 ae ae ceation | ae the 
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country. ‘ I profefs,” faid the doator, ‘* there is nothing 
«< more likely —I would adually give a vaft fum for a fight 
*¢ of that manufcript, which muft be ineftimable—and, if 
<< Tunderftood the procefs, would fet about it immediate- 
*¢ Jy? The player‘affured him, that the procefs was very 
fimple—that he muft cram a t conti weight of dry tinder 
jnto a glafs retort, and, diftilling it by the force of animal 
heat ; it would yield halt ae fcruple of infipid water, one 
drop of whichis a fulldofe. << Upon my integrity!” ex- 
claimed the credulous do@or, this iS amazing and ex- 
*¢ traordiary, that a caput mortuum shall yield any water - 
«at all!—I mu own I have always been an enemy to | _ 
*¢ {pecifics, which I thoug ht inconfiftent with the ~na~™ 
«< ture of the animal ceconomy ; but certainly the autho- 
© rity of Solomon is not to te queftioned—1 wonder 
«© where I fhall find a glafs retort large enough to contain 
<* fuch a vaft quantity of tinder, the el Gls of | 
*< which muft undoubtedly raife the price of paper—or 
¢¢ where fhall I find animal heat fudicient even to. warm | 
¢ fuch a mafs?”—Slyboot informed him, that he m ht 
havea retort blown ‘for him as big as a church, an that 
the eafict method of raifing the yapour by anima’ he: 
would be to place it in the middle fF an infirmary fp 
verith patients, who might lie ugon matraffes around,. 
in conta& with it. He had ne fooner pronounced thet 
oo ds than Wagtail exclaimed in a rapture, “ An admi- : 
* rable expedient, as 1 hope to be faved ! 1 will poi itively “IN ae 
‘< put it in pradice.’ This fimplicity of: the: ‘phytcian Be 
furnifhed excellent diverfion fer the company, whoin their. 
turns facered at him in ironical compliments, which | % 
vanity fwallowed as the genuine fentiments of their h 
Vir. ioe i tne aprenll of fo ae a file ce, ’ now 
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s* Lam aptto involve myfelf in fcrapes when a woman is 
€6 concerned—The laft time I was there, I “had~ an affair. 
«* with Tom Trippet.”—** OQ! I remember that,” cried. 
Banter; “ SS lugged out before the ladies; and I com- 
«¢ mend you for fo doing, becaufe you had an opportunity 
‘¢ of fhewing your manhood without running any rifk.”— 

ee Rifk 1” {aid ° ‘the other with a fierce count enance $ 
‘* d—n my blood! I fear no rifks. Lan’t afraid of lug- 
‘* ging out againft'any man. that wears a head, damme ! 
“<¢ tis well known LI bave: drawn blood more than once, 
*« and Icft fome too; but what does that fignify?” The 
player begged this chiinpion to employ him as his fecond 
‘the next time he intended to kill; for he wanted to fee a 
me die of a ftab, that he might know how to- act fuch a> 
part the more naturally on the ftage.—= =f Die! 2 replied 
the. hero; ** No, by G—d! I know: better things than 
¢ to incur the verdict of a-Middlefex jury, I fhould look 
upon my fencing-mafter to be an ignorant fon of a 
- € b—ch, if he had not taught ‘me to prick any part of 
my antagoni({t’s body that I pleafe to difable."—« O 
? cried Slyboot, ‘* if that be the cafe, 1 have a 
sur to ak: you mutt know I am employed to paint 
Jefus on the crofs, and my purpofe is to reprefent 
him at. that point of time when the fpear is thruft into 
‘< his fide—Now I fhould be glad you would, in my pre- 
«¢ fence pink fome impertinent. fellow inte convulfions, 











re without endangering his life, that I may have an op- 


-€¢ portunity of taking a good clever agony from nature; 
«¢ the doctor will, dire you where to enter, and how far 
* to go'; but pray let it be as near the left fide as poffi- 
« ble.” Wagtail who took this propofal ferioufly, ob- 
ferved, that it would bea very, difficult matter to pene- 
trate into the left fide of the thorax without hurting the 
heart, and of confequence killing the. patient ; ; but he be- 
lieved it was poflible for a man of avery nice hand, and 
exadt knowledge of anatomy, to wound the diaphragma 
fomewhere about the ‘kirts, which might induce : u 
tus, without being attended with death-—that. h 
dy to demonftrate the infertion of tl eee to | 
well, but defired te have no: aa th 
which might effentially prejudic = 

a snlarEaat. - Brag was | 
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the painter” 3 waggery as the do@or, and declined. engag= 
ing in the affair, faying, he hada very ‘great regard for 
Mir. Slyboot, but had laid it: down as a maxim, never to 
fight except when his honour was engaged. A thoufand. 
jokes of this kind were paffed; the wine circulated, fup- 
per was ferved in, we ate heartily, returnéd to the bottle; 
Bragwell became noify and troublefome, Banter grew more 
and more fevere, Ranter rehearfed, Slyboot made faces at 
the whole company, I fung French catches, and Chatter 
kifled me with great affection 5: while the do@or, with a 
woeful countenance, fat filent like a difciple of Pythagoras. 
At length it was propofed by Bragwell, that we fhould: 
fcour the hundreds, fweat the cunftable, maul the watch, 
and then reel foberly to bed. cree 
While we deliberated: on this expedition, the 
‘came into the room, and afked for Dr. Wagtail 





underftood he was prefent, he told. him there was a) lady: | 


below to inquire for him; at which the phyfician ftarted 
from his melancholy contemplation, and, with a look of 
extreme confufion, affured the company he could not. of- 
fibly be the perfon wanted; for he had no conneaion=s ith 

any lady whatever—and bid the drawer tell her fags s** Fo ax 
« “fhame!? cried Banter, ‘* would. you be fo impolite 
“¢ to refnfe the lady a hearing? perhaps fhe comes fo 
«t confultation—it muft be fome extraordinary affair. that 





brings a lady toa tavern at this time o’night. Mr. 


«¢ Ranter, pray do the do@or’s baife-mains to the lady, 
** and {quire her hither.’? The player immediately ftag- 
gered out, and returned, leading i in, with much ceremony, 
atall ftrapping wench, whofe appearance proclaimed: her: 
occupation, We received her with the utmoft folemnity, 
and with a good deal.of entreaty fhe was perfuaded 
when a-profound filence enfued, during which the fis 






eyes, with adifconfolate look upon the doétor,. who was : 


utterly confounded at her behaviour, and returned her 
melancholy four-fold; at length, after a good many pi~ 
Leda fi ghs, fhe: wiped her eyes, and accofted him thus: 

iat, Hot one word of comfort ? will nothing foften: 
flony: héart of thine? Not all my tears! not: all 
ailiGions! not. the inevitable ruin thou haft brought: 
ie! Where are thy vows, thou: faithlefs, perjured 
~t faft thou no honour—no- confeience—no re= 
, 4 towards me t—Anfwer 
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“* me—wilt thou at laftdo me juftice, or muft L- have re~ 
~“* -courfe to heaven or hell for my revenge !??- If poor 
Wagtail was emazed before fhe fpoke, what muft his con~ 
fufion be on hearing this addrefs! His natural palenefs 
changed into aghaftly clay colour, his eyes rolled, his lip 
trembled, and he anfwered in an accent not to be deferi- 
bed; ‘* Upon my word, honour, and falyation! Madam, 
“* you are aéually miftaken in my perfon. I have a moft 
“* particular veneration for your fex, Madam, and am 
“* adually incapable of injuring any lady in the fmalleft de- 
“ gree, Madam—befides, Madam, to the bett of my recol- 
‘ leion, I never had the honour of feeing you before, as 
‘* Thope to be faved, Madam,”—** How, traitor !” cried 
fhe,.‘* doft thou difown me then ?—Miftaken !. no—too: 
© well I know that fair bewitching face! too well I know 
‘‘ that falfe enchanting tongue! Alas! gentlemen, fince 
‘« the villain compels me by his unkindnefs to expofe my- 
** felf and him, know, that this betrayer, under the fpe- 
_ $acious pretence of honourable addreffes, won my heart, 
_ “ and, taking advantage of his conqueft, robbed me cf _ 
‘* my virgin treafure; and afterwards abandoned me to. 
** myfate!—I am now four months gone with child by 
** him, turned out of doors by my relations, and lef: a 


4 





cS prey to mifery and want !— Yes, thou barbarian,” faid 


- fhe, turning to Wagtail, <* thou tiger, thou fuccubus ! 
‘< too well thou knoweflt my fituation—but I will tear out 
‘* thy faithlefs heart, and deliver the world from fuch a 
«* monfter.” Sofaying, the {prang forward at the dodor, 
who with incredible agility jumped over the table, and 
ran behind Bragwell,. while the reft of us endeavoured to. 
appeafe the furious heroine. Although every body in the 
company affe&ed the utmoft furprife, I could eafily per- 
ceive it was'aYcheme concerted among them to produce 
diverfiun at the doéor’s expence; and, being under no 
concern about the confequence, I entered into the confe- 
deracy, and enjoyed the diftrefs ef Wagtail, who with 
tears in his eyes begged the protection of the company,: 

declaring himfelf as innocent of the crime ; laid. to 
charge as the foetus in utero, and hinting at the fame t 
that nature had not put it in his power to be guilty 
a.trefpafs—* Nature!” cried the lady; there 
“* nature in the cafe—he abufed me by the help o 
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and fpells, elfe how is it poffible, that any woman could 
«« have liftened to the addrefles of fuch a f{care-crow !— 
Red Were thefe owlith eyes made for ogling, that carrion 
«-¢omplexion to be admired, or that mouth, like a horfe- 
**: fhoe, to be kiffed? No, no, you owe your fuceefs to 
«« your philtres, to your drugs and incantations, and not 
“« to'your natural talents, which are in every refpeét mean 
** and contemptible : 2? The doétor now thought he had 
got an opportunity of vindicating himfelf effectually, and 
defired the complainant to compole herfelf but for half an 
hour, in. which : he undertook to prove the abfurdity of be- 
lieving in the power of incantations, which were only idle 
dreams ‘of ignorance and fuperftition. He accordingly . 
pronounced a vety learned difcourfe upon the nature of 
ideas, the powérs and independence of the mind, th 
perties of ftimulating medicines, the difference b 
pronenefs to venery, which many fimples would create, 
anda pafion limited to one. objee, which can only be the 
refult of fenfe and refle€tion, and concluded witha pathe- 
tic remon{trance; fetting forth his unhappinefs in being - 
periecuted with the refentment of a lady whom he had ne-’ 
ver injured, nor even feen before that occafion, and who 
faculties were, in all likelihood, fo much impaired. by h 

















misfortunes, that an innocent perfon was in danger co ae 
being ruined by her diforder. He had no fooner finifhed — 


hisharangue than the forlorn princefs renewed. her la= 
mentations, and cautioned the company againit his | 
quence, which, fhe faid, was able to bias the a 
partial bench in Chriftendom. Banter advifed him t 
poufe her immediately as the only means to. 
putation, and offered to accompany him to. the Fleet” for 
that purpofe; but Slyboot propofed, that ada ould 
be purchafed for the child, and a comfortable. alimony fet- 








tled on the mother. Ranter promifed to adopt the infant « 


gratis, Wagtail was ready to worlhip him for his. gene 
rofity ; and though he perfifted in -protefting his inno- 
ence, condefcended to every thing rather than bis. unble- 
ed. -charaéter fhould be called: “in -queftion. ies aed y 
d the oo ure at & on Ae aeaee Brag. 
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and put it into the hand of his friend, who, taking half a_ 
piece out of it, gave it to the plaintiff, and bid her thank 
God for her good fortune. When fhe had received this 
bounty, fhe affeGed to weep, and begged, fince the phy- 
fician had renounced her, | he would at leaft vouchfafe her 
a parting kifs ; this he was prevailed upon to grant with 
great reluétance, and went up with his ufual (olemnity to 
falute her, when fhe laid hold of his: cheek with her teeth, 
and held faft, while he roared with anguish, to the un- 
fpeakable diverfion of all prefent. When fhe thought t pro: 
‘per to releafe him, fhe dropped a low courtfey to the ‘Com- 
pany, and quitted the room, leaving the door in the | 
utmoft horror, not fo much on account of the pain, as the 
apprehenfion of the confequence of the bite; for by this 
: Wwas convinced of her being mad. Banter preferi- 
bed th 2 aaual cautery, and put the poker in the fire to be 
heated, in order to fear the place. The player was of ope 
nion, that Bragwell fhould {coop out the part affected with 
the point ef his {word ; but the painter prevented both: 
thefe dreadful operations by recommending a balfam he had 

in his pocket, which never failed to cure the bite of a = 

dog : fo faying, he pulled out a fmall bladder of blac 
“paint, with which he inftantly anointed not only the fore 
‘but the greateft part of the patient’s face, and Jeft it in a 
frightful condition. .In fhort, the poor creature was fo 
harraffed with fear and’vezation, that I pitied him extreme- 
nd fent him homie in a chair, ce ‘to the inclina- 
every body prefent, 

“This freedom ef mine gave ombrage to Btagw ell, who 
teftified his difpleafure by {wearing a few threats, with- 
out making application ; which was no fooner - perceiv+ 
ed by Mr. Slyboot, who fat by me, than with a view 
of promoting a quarrel, he Whifpered to me, that he 
‘thought Bragwell ufed me very ill; but every man was 
the belt judge of his own affairs.—l ‘antwe ‘ed aloud, that 
YT would neither fuffer Mr, Bragwell nor him to. ufe me 
iH with impunity ; and that I ftood in no need of his’ « 
counfel in regard to the regulation of my ~condué He 
thought. proper to afk a thoufand pardons, and ait 

3 me, he meant ne offence 5 while Bragwell feigned 
| felf aficep, that he might not be. obliged to tak noti 
what ‘aunt But the oer who had more ani 
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cite, and lefs difcretion-than Slyboot, unw ee: to let the : 
affair reft, where he had dropt it, jogged Mr. Bragwell, 
and told -him foftly, that I called him names, and threa- : 
tened to cudgel | Ahim.— This I underftood by his ftarting : 
“up and crying, ‘‘ Blood and wounds! you lie—No man 
«durft treat me fo ignominioufly: Mr. Random, did 
£6 you call me names, and threaten to drub me:” I de- 
nied the imputation, and propofed to punifh the fcoun- 
-drel, who endeavoured to foment difturbance in the com- 
pany; Bragwell fignified his approbation, and drew. his 
{word; I did the.fame, and accofted the actor in thele 
words, Lookee,.Mr. Ranter, I. know you poflefs. 
“all the mimickry and mifchievous qualities of an ape, 
¢ becaufe I have obferved you put them all in pradtic 
*€ more than once to-night on -tmhe and others; 
‘want. to lee: at you refemble one in nimbler 
_ therefore I defire you to leap over this {word : 
‘¢ hefitation ;”? fo faying, I held it parallel to the he 
at the diftance of about three feet from the floor, and. oe 
led, <* Once—twice—thrice, and away ;"—but inftead of 
complying with my commands, he {hatched his hat and. 
hanger, and. -affuming the look, {wagser, and phrale of 
Piftol, burft out into the following exclamation: ‘© Hat 
matt I then perform inglorious pes: of Sylvan ape in ~ 
** mountain forett cathe ( Death rock me afleep, abridge 
«< my doleful days, and lay my head in fury’s ep aiiers ve 
**-we not Hieren here?”’—This buffoonery did 
{wer his expe@ation, for by this time the cor 
bent on feeifig him.in a new charader.. Mr. Bant 
fired me to hold iny fword afoot or two hugher, t 
mage have: an cep Ae exerting : 
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ter being unable to fpeak or ftand, was fent to a Bagnio; 
and Banter and I accompanied Bragwell to Moll ‘Wing’s 
coffee- houfe, where, ‘after he had kicked half a dozen hun-: 
* gry whores, we left him’ afleep on a bench, and. directed” 
our courte towards ‘Charing: Crof, near when dsyore both 2 
he and I lodged. ao 
The natural drynefs of my companion being overcome 
by liquor, he honoured me by the-way with’ many com- — 
pliments and profeflions of friendthip, for which Imade — 
fuitable acknowledgments, and told him, I thought. my- 
felf happy in having, by my behaviour,’removed the un- 
_ favourable opinion he ente rtained of me at firtt’ fight.—He 
was furprized at this declaration, and begged me to ex- 
a ae rae which I mentioned what I had over- 
hi n fay of me to Wagtail, ih the coffee-houfe— 
ed, and made an apology for his freedom, af- 
a that my appearance had very much prepoffefled 
him in my favour : and what he faid, was only intended 
as a joke on the do&or’ s folemnity. Lap was highly pleafed ” 













at’ being undeceived in this. particular, and not a little: . 


proud of the good opinién of this wit, who fhook me by” 
the hand at parting, and promifed to meet me next day — 
at’ the ordinary. 


: Es ae Me 





an | ae fe sh tae edigioned + Banter—. 
"£0 to the affembly at Hampflead—dance with that young 
_ dady—receiveran infolent meffaxe from Brazwell, whofe 
_  gmettle is foon cooled—am_ in favour with my miptrepi 
ous “Spier I vifit next day, and am bubbled out of eighteen 
“guineas at cards—Strap triumphs at mj fuccefs, het 

- Laftedified at my expence—Banter comes / 
ery  farcaptical at my expence, and bort 


_ from me as a — us ce his hii 










ftratched His fedde ‘catt Wis | eyes tes 
witha very foolifh Kind of a ‘impor ‘et ‘me | 
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fomething to-communicate.— ¢ By your cot untenance,”” 
faid I, «* I expect to hear a tidings.” ‘© Indifferent,” 
replied he, tittering, ‘* that ts, hereafter as it fhall be. : 
—‘« You muft know, I have fome thoughts of altering my : 
*¢ condition.” —*< What ! 1? cried I, aftonifhed, “« a ma- : 
‘ trimonial. fcheme ? O rare Strap! thou haft got the “4 
heels of me at laft.’—<* N’—no lefs, Vl] affure you,” — Al 
faid he, burfting into a laugh of felf-approbation, *¢ a . : 
« tallow-chandler’s widow, that lives hard by, has taken, ; 
«a liking to me—a fine jolly dame, as ‘plump as a par- : 
‘* tridge.—She has a well furnilhed houle, a brisk trade,, 4 
‘« and a good deal of the ready.—I may have her for the 3 
“* atking,—Shetold a friend. of mine, a brother footman,. 
‘¢ that the would take me out of a inking clout.—But 1 
‘* refuted to give iny final an{wer, till IT knew. you | 
*¢ nion of the matter.” flew 














a congratulated Moni 
{trapes upon his conqueft, and approved of the 
provided he could be affured of thofe circumitauc 
fortune.; but advifed him to do nothing’ rathly, . 
mean opportunity of feeing the lady before matters Tol 
be brought to. a-conclufion.—He affered me he would do 
nothing without my confent and approbation, and. that. 
very ‘morning, while | was at. breakfait, introduced his _ 
inamorata to my acquaintance.—She was a fhort thick. 
woman, about the age of thirty-fix, and had a particular 
prominence of belly, which I perceived at firft fight, not 
without fome fufpicion of foul play.—I defired her, ho 

ever, to fit and treated her with a dilh. of tea 
courie turning on the good qualities of Strap 
reprefented as a prodigy of fobriety, induftry anc 
—When fhe took her leaye, he followed her tot 
and. returned meking his. ips, and aiki PSs if e 
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‘< that’ he may at once deliver himfelf from the importu- 
“* nities of the mother, and the expence of her bantling 3. 
“ for which réafon | would not have you truft implicitly 
“to. the-report he makes of her ‘wealth, which is incon- 
 fiftent with his behaviour ; nor run your head precipi- 
** tately into a noofe, that fi may afterwards wilh ex- 
‘ changed for the hangman’s.”—He feeined very much 
ftartled at my. infinuation, and promifed to look twice be- 
fore he leaped ; faying, with fome heat, << Odds, if I find 
‘« his intention is to betray me, we fhall fee which of us 
« is the better man.”—-My prediGion was verified in lefs’ 
than a fortnight ; her great belly producing an: infant, to 
the unfpeakable amazement of Strap, who was, before 
i | happened, inclinable to believe I had refined'a little’ 
chin my penetration. His falfe friend difappear-' 
din’ a few days after, an exécution was iffued 
er goods’ and houthold ida tele which were’ 
feized by the-creditors. 
ae ~ Meanwhile I met my friend. Banter at the ondiinaiy: 
pare in the evening went to the opera with him and Mr.- . 
Chatter, who pointed out Melinda in one of the boxes, 
and offered to introduce me to- her, obferving at the 
fame time, that the was a reigning toaft, werth ten thou- 
fand: pounds.—This piece of information made my heart’ 
bound with joy, and I difcovered great eagernefs to ac: 
cept the propofal ; upon” which he’ affared me I fhould’ 
dang e with her at the next affembly, if he had any influ: 
Fi that quarter ; : fo faying, he went round, {poke to _ 
her fom 7 Tinates, and, ae I imagined, pointed at me 5 














‘might: depend upon hat: hes “Haar pfomited, for fie was 
_ now enga: ed as my partner.—Banter, in a whifper, gave 
me to und rftand, that fhe was an incorrigible: Uae 
who would grant the fame favour to an e n 

England, of a tolerable appearance, — 

him among’ the: herd of her admirers, that 
the pleafure of feeing them daily increal 

of a cold ee S dead to ev 
vanity, and fo blind to meri 
ger, the wealthieft fook t ne Aer 
buted a good deal of this i vefdlineile te th 
of ny friend, or refeutment for having hin 
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bebu@ fram the lady in queftion ; and at any. rate trufted 
fo. much tomy own ‘accomplifhments, as to believe no. Wor 
man could refit the ardor of my addreffes. 

3 Full of this confidence I repaired to Hapipiiced,. in 
company with Billy Chatter, my Lord Hobble, and. Doc- 
tor Wagtail. Here Ifaw avery brilliant affembly '» be- 
fore whom 1 had the honour to walk a minuet with Me- 
linda, who charmed me with— her frank manner and 
eaii nefs of behaviour.-—Before the country dances _be- 
gan, I received a meflage by a perfon, I did not know, 
from Bragwell, who was prefent, importing, that -no- 
body, who knew him, prefumed to dance with Melinda 
while he was there in perfon; and that I would do well 
to relinquifh | her without noife, becanfe he had a mind. to 
lead up a country dance with her. This extraordinary in- 
timation, which was delivered | in the. lady’ S neane id 
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well acquainted with the Bhipatiet of my rival. € 
fore without the leaft fymptom of concern, bid ae gen- 


a5 “ohiain the Tady’ S eo eat, I fhould not k {olicite 
about his ; and defired the bearer himfelf to bring n 

fuch impertinent meffages for the future, Melinda affea- 
edafort of confufion, and pretended to wonder that Mr, 
Bragwell fhould give himfelf fuch liberties, with regard 
to her, who had no manner of conneétion with the fellow. 
I laid hold of this opportunity to difplay my yal 
offered to call him to an account for his infolen 
the abfolutely refufed, under “pretence of co 


eyes; Hee the Cai not ‘Nave thought h 
in being: the fubjedt ot a duel. I was by 


argued the moft anjuttifable vanity, but | . the 
barbarous indifference ; however, I was allure by 
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many big looks at ‘me — time to time: I gueffed the 
fubject of their difcourfe, and as foonas I had handed | my 
partner to her feat, ftrutted up to the place where he 
ftood, and cocking my hat j in his face,’ demanded aloud, 
if-he had any thing ‘to fay to me, He anfwered with a. 


- fullen'tone, « Nothing at prefent, Sir,” and turned about 


vpon his heel.—‘* Well,” faid I, «* you know where I 
**'am to be found at any time.”—His ‘companions — ftared 
at one another, and I returned to the lady, whofe features 
brightened at my approach, and immediately a whifper 
ran through the w oes room ; after which, fo many eyes 
were turned pon me, tiuat I was ready to fink with con- 
fufion.—W hen the ball broke up, I led her to her coach, 
and, like a true French gallant, would have got up be: 
hind it, in order to protect her from violence on the road 3 

but fhe abfolutely refufed my offer, and expréffed her con- 
cern that there was not an empty feat for me. within it. 

2xt day in the afternoon, I waited on her at her 
lodging a by permifion, in company with Chatter, and. 
was very civilly received by her mother, with: whom fhe _ 
lived. j—there were a good many fafhionable people pre- 
fent, chiefly young fellows; and immediately after tea, a 
couple of card tables were fet’ at one of which I had the 
honour to play with Melinda, whe in lefs than three 
hours made fhift to plunder me of feight guineas.—i was 
well enough content to lofea little money with a good 
grace, that a might have an oppor shat to fay foft es oe 










vitl & citad loek3 but I was by no means. ‘Bite 
ao. a circumftance that. fhocked me not a 
reatly impaired my opinion of her difnterett- 
Se licares Fowevet, ls ad refolved to. aos an 








She! oa my ‘aaare man’ with great ae Ly 
tended to laugh them off, but at the fame tim 
me with fuch particular complacency, ‘that Iwas P 
ed I had made a conqueft of her heart, and or 
my felf the happieft man alive. — ‘Elevated vith thele. 
ing ideas, I fat down again to cards after fu 
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great chee fulness fatered iny: € Fto be chea 

meas more. a 

it was Pe before] fcak 1y. 
- with a general invitation ; 
the adventures of the: day h 
50: metimes I pleafed myfelf with the. hopes of pofleiing = tt 
fine woman with ten thoufand pounds; then I would. ru- 
minate on the: chara@er I had heard of her from Banter, 
and compare it with the circumftances of her conduct to- 
wards me, which feemed to bear too great a refemblance - 
to the picture he had. drawn. This. introdneed a melan- 
choly refle@ion on the expence I had undergone, and the 
fmallnefs.of my funds to. fupport it, which, by the bye, 
were none of my own.—In fhort, I found myfelf invelved 
in doubts and perp! exities, t that a me awake the 
ett pees of the hight 


\ 











ose after bene: oe 
and when: I got int bed, 
ed. me from fleeping.— 











ihaving mej ‘upon hick. i. aiked his opiaion ee the eely 
whom he had feen me conduét to her coach at. Hampftead. 
—-‘s Odd! fhe’sa delicious. creature,’? cried he, <**. and, as. 
«I am informed, a great fortune I am forry you did 
«not infift en going home with her.—lI dare f{ay,. the 
‘* would not have retufed your , company ; fer fhe feems 


z 


** to be a good-humonred foul.”—* Pera a time for 
‘fall things,” {aid I. -* You a8 know, Strap, 1 w 
<< in company with her till one o’clock this mornin x 
I had no fooner pronounced thefe words, than he began 
to caper about the room, and {nap | his fingers, crying in 
A tran{port, ¢ ** The day’s,our own !—The day’s soit Vv 
I gave him to underftand that his triumph was a dittle 
premature, and that I had meré-difficulties to fermoun. 
than he was aware of; then L recounted to him the ante} 
ligence TE had received from Banter.—At which he. chang. 

our, dhook his head, and obferved there: was. ne 
woman.—I1 told him, J. was refolved kei ipake ia <- - 
fh notwithftanding, alt ; rough I forefaw it would — 

ie into’a great expence ; and bid him guels the fam a 
Oe es ae at catdsen tie atmeched his chin, and 









ay 



























ee ae eee ah. vexation, as ig res 


heats 


3 money- dropper to his remembrance 5 3: “ JOE. 
H : : 
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SEs hotwever, » fad he, “ ‘you erie. do Sots shes guels 
«< people now.— Why, I fuppofe, if you had a. bad: ‘TURD 
‘© Jatt night, you would. fearce.| come off for lefs than é 
# or-tavelv > {hillings.’—1 was mortified at this piece ef 
fimplicity, which I imagined, at that time, was.all atfedt 
ed, by way of reprimand for my folly ; and. afked ia 
Kone heat, if he thought I- chad fpent the evening in. 
cellar with chairmen and bunters; giving him to: an 
at'the fame time, that my expence amounted to. eighteen - 
guineas. —It avould require the pencilof Hogarth to ex-- 
prefs the aftonifhment and concern of Strap, on hearing 

- his piece of news; the bafon in which he was preparing 
the father for my chin, dropped out'of his hands,:.and-he 
-vemained fome time immoveable in that ludicrous attitude, 
with his mouth open, and his eyes thruft forward confi- 
derably beyond their ftation; but remembering my dil 
‘pofition which was: touchy. god impatient of control, he 

- fmothered his chagrin, and:attempted to reeolleG hunfele 
_— With this view he endéavoured to langh, butin fpite 
“of bis: teeth, -broke out into a whimper, took up. his wath < 
ball and pewter pot, ferubbed my beard with the one, 
and difcharged‘the other upon: my: facex—I took no -no- 
‘tice ‘of his ‘confufion, but-atter he: had fally recovered: him- 
felf, put bim in mind-of his right, and-aflared him ofmy 
‘readinefs to furrender his effe@s whenever he fhould- think 

“ipreper - to demand them.—He was nettled: at. apy infipua- 

tio which he thought-proceeded from-my diftruft of | his 

frien {hip ; ; and. begged'1 would never: talk. to him in that 

' train again, unlefs P hada mind to break his‘heart, 

| "his good creature’s unalterable friendihip for me, af: 

‘me with the moft grateful fentiments, and’ aéted as 
a oe my - refolution of acquiring -a fortune, that I 
gl ae it in my power to” »manifeft my -generofty in 
my turn—For this purpofe, 1 determined to. ‘bring mat- 
ter toa fpeedy concliufion with: Melinda, 
hat hae oS oe ‘as ie He wo 




































g ous at : 
While iny meditation. “ 


| ‘Sipe brea ated ert - ee fet itl 
evening 2—I anfwered, Twas very agrecabl 
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at a private pea © Yes,” a iy aa a farcaftic 
{mil ie tue deferved. fomethina extuaarninas for the Eis 









tended. dL igipeanee of bis Be ey 
pe yo Boise ae 

















4 you 5 aanoes imagine ‘what Gait have AEA — i 
st culated. at your expence: one fulpeGis you to be” 7 
ee eile in. Deal oe 2 another. hake. you are. an agent 


Be PE 










iy your, family. or eetane aa. ete is of f opinion that: 
“6 are. an’ Irith. fortune- hun ster.”— This. lat hypotl 
teuched-me fa. nearly, that to conceal my confufion, 1 
fain to interrupt his detail, and damn. the world fora 

vious meddling conmunity, that. would not. fuffer a 
‘tleman. to live without moleftation. © = 
Of ‘this: cer By went on: es a 


oe 


5 gone ais pe crates ‘to eyes pulses 
‘* now maintain, and. which. you. endeavour to {up 
«* fome matrimonial lghenes oe) the. petites 
# ane ppar 









& ees sed fo: ignorant of the a. fr prad 
‘* ry, cheats of your profeflign, and deteét th 
-hat. will be formed. again 5 you—Befid 
sthftvl—what the devil ! fet up for a fo 
t PETS, re have esonquanes abet ep ie of {h 









@ ee as to Ae her, ee 
ee : 


pies 3 lea 
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me, you m y ee as s Teague did, By sri forth Thave gat ti 
edalofs! She would take careto: {pend her own fe 
“ ina eens and foon make you 1 : 
jgance. > was alarmed by this diftontfe, 4 
fented the freedom of it, and ain my igo by 
ing him, he was miftaken 
would give me leave to Bhat eats: ‘according to 
the di@ates of my own reafon. He made : an apology for 
the-liberty he had taken, and aferibed it to the warmth of 
his triendihip for me, as an uncommon inftance of which 
he borrowed five puineas, affuring me there were very few 
people i in the world whom he would fo far favour with ‘his 
confidence. T gave him the money, a 












and profeffed: myfelf 
: convinced of his. fincerity, t that he had no occafion 
to. put it to fuch extraordinary proofs for the future. «J 
«< thought,” faid 1 he, **. te have afked’ five pieces more ; 
“but, hearing you were bubbled- of eighteen laft night, 
‘65: prefumed you might be out of cafh, and refolved to 

‘ model my demand accordingly.” -I could not help ad- 
‘ing the cavalier behaviour of this {park ‘of wh iom I 
defired to. know his reafon for faying’ Twas: ‘bubbled : 
whereupon. he gave we to underftand, that, before he came 
ny lodgings, lie! had beat up Tom Tofsle: who; having 
eee ee ie of the particulars, reheari fed 
with which he propo- 
aoe other -circum- 
oe Vetsred: hia my: miftreh cheated with fo little 
t, that nobody but a mere novice could have been: im 
ed upon. *e Ce : 
The se gh of becoming a tubjeet af ralledy, oS 


























S ck; but I biside i virtue of my. saiieneude: 8 fwere’ 
o man fhould with impunity either afperfe the cha- 
rater of. Melinda, or turn my behaviour inte-ridicule. He 
“yeplied ina dry manner, thag {would find it an Her pier 
talk to chaftile every body who fhould Jangh | “att: -— 
pence 5 and, as for the charaéter of peo be 
fee how 1 could fuffer by what was la 
for that cheating at cards, fo far from’ bela ‘rec 
blemith among people of fafhion, was: Tooked Uy] 
honourable ane of foperior ites ‘and a 
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= c Hy we 

We cota aghee saffee din [Oy where we overii¢ar @ curious 
difpute between Wagtail and Medlar, which is véferred 

. te eter decifiomthe detlor wives us an accotnt of his expe 

 viment—-Medlar is roafted: by Banter’ at tie: on diary 

: ahe old Bishan i nate 8 te Ne ae 


cea 


Ey 5 i 
{ Pros Pa ee | by ee Ely 


a pees 
ioe aor tt oe 


#3 EING: as seiibind to 0 drop the canine as a to ee 
> it, ‘E accompanied thither, where we found 
Mr. ‘Medlar: and> DE. Wagtail. difpating upon thé word — 
eufiard, whieh the phyficiaw affirmed {howld be ae 
with a @, becanfe it was derived” coer the: anaes rae 
gufiare <* to tafte.” 
haif of c, obferving, that ay she doitor’ Ba) 
$6 aemencoh into HES: becaie 












ote peer we ne de aS whic means’ ‘lane 
guage” would “become a diffnant jargon without” nade 


‘eY propriety? The controverfy was referred to-us 5 and * 


Banter, notwithftanding his real opinion to the douitrary, 
decided in favour of Wagtail : upon which the peeviflran-' 
nuitant aroefe, and uttering the: nionofy! lable. ned * Pith 
with great emphafis, ‘removed to another table, | 2 
» We-then. inquired of the do@or what progrets hia ad 
madé in thee 









périment of diftilling tindér-w ater ? and he 
told ws he had been at all the glafs:houfes about town, 
bet could find nobody ‘who would undertake to blow: 8 
retort large enoush to hold the third: part’ off the quant 
‘tity prefcribed ; but hé interded to try the procels) 
a8 much ag wotikd: produce five drops, which world be 
afiicier t to: prove the fpecific, and then he would —_ it 
“pa lidnientary’ affair—that he had already px 
a vane Ss Pe in awe = 





taye 





Pe 





4 Ged to. pafs bys a gin-fhop, fill open, whet 


iat 
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becaufe it is the nature of the flame to afeend; but by. fome’ 
very extraordinary accident. the wood was Sawlded: rand 
began to blaze with great violence, which difordered him 
fo much, that he had not prefence of mind enough to call 
for afiftance, and the whole houfe muft have been con-— 
fumed with him in the midft of it, had net the finoke that 
rolled out of the windows in clouds alarmed the neigh- 
bourhood, and brought people to his faccour-——that he 


had loft a pair of black velvet breeches and a tye-wig in 


the hurry, befides the expence of the rags, which were 
rendered ufelefs by the water ufed to guench the flame, 
and the damage of the floor, which he was compelled ts. 
repair—that his landlord, believing him diftra@ed,* had 
infifted on bis quitting his apartment: at a minute’s warn- 
ing, which put him to incredible inconvenience; but now 
he was fettled in a very comfortable honfe, and had the 
ufe of a large paved yard for preparing his tinder; fo that 
he hoped in a heals fhort time to: reap the: fruits of his 
labour. y : 

After having congratulated the daar on his profecds 
sara read the papers, we repaired to an audion ‘of pittures; 


where: v we entertained ourfelves an hour or two.> from 


hence we adjourned to the Mall, and, after two or three 
turns, went back to dinner, Banter affuring us,.that he 
intended to roaft Medlar at the ordinary ; and indeed we 
were no fooner fet than this cynic began to execute his 


“purpofe, by telling the old gentleman he looked extremely 





P 
well, confidering ‘the little fleep he had enjoyed jaft night, 
“To this compliment Medlar made no reply but by a ftare, 


“accompanied with a fignificant grin; and Banter went 02 
“thus: “ 1 don’t know whether moft to admire the  cha- 
# rity of your mind or tle vigour of your Fody. Upon 
*¢ my foul, Mr. Medlar, you do generous things with the 


«¢ beit tafte of any man 1 know ! You extend your com- 


€€ paflion to real objeas,. and exa& only {uch returns as 


ee they are eapable of making. Yon. muft know,” g ntle- 
«¢ men,” faid he, ‘turning to the company, Phat 
«¢ np moft part of the night with @ friend who is 
«<a fever, and, on my return bome this. ‘morni : 










i 


«« confofed found of mirth and jollity : upon we 
* ped in my head, and perceived Mr. Med} 
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Siig 2 Sas, eee: Ee eS 


ee bare-headed i in the mile of ten or twenty. ‘ragged. bun-: 
“ tersy who rejoiced at hi xpence. But indeed, Mr: 
“ Medlar, you ought not to facrifice your conftitution ita 
‘f your: benevolénce—confider yougrow old apace, and 
¢ therefore ought to have a reverend care of your health, 
«© which muft certainly be very. much impaired by inde 
*¢ nodturnal expeditions.” | ‘Che tefty fenior could no long- 
er contain himfelf, but. cried haftily, “¢ Tis well known 
‘« that your tongte is no flander.”——“¢ I think,” {aid the 
other, “ you might {pare that obfervation, as you are very 
‘« fenfible that my tongue has.done you fignal fervice on, 
*¢ many occafions. You may remember that, when, you. 
*¢ made your addreffes to the fat widow who. kept a pub- 
‘¢ li¢-houfe at [flington, there was a report f{pread, very. 
*¢ much to the prejudice of your manhood, which coming 
*< to the ears of your miftrefs, you were difcarded imme- 
* diately ; and I brought ee toa reconciliation, by: 
*¢ affuring her you had three baftards at nurfe i in the coun- 
* try: how you ruined your affairs afterwards, it. is nei- 
<< ther my bufinefs nor inclination to relate.” This anec- 
dote; which had no-other foundation than in Banter’s” 
own invention, afforded a good deal of mirth. to every, 
perfon prefent, and provoked Mr. Medlar beyond all face: 
serene 3 : Ry that he fi tarted up ina Aten! ae and, 
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ee nies 
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eat igilaunnes, and a oe fach aopelaticse’ te] ing rae 
the company he had invented thefe falfe malicious afperfions, 
becaufe he would not lend him money- to. {quand 
upon rooks and whores.—“ A very likely ftory, oe 
ter, “ that I fhould attempt ta borrow money of = 
‘* who is obliged to prastife athoufand thifts to ma 
«© weekly allowance hold ont till Saturday’s night. 
-“* times he fleeps four and twenty hours at a ft ftretch, ye 
«< which means-he faves three meals, befides cae, houle hd 
3 cpence——fometimes he is fain to put up with. “bre d and. 
cheefe, and {mall :beer,. for dinner—and fometi nes ; 
regales on two pennyworth of, ox-cheek in. a cella: 
You are,a dying mifcreant,” cried Medlar, in ; adlex 
cen always command money: enough to » 
j piles: bill, which I am fuss, is No. Bey. nC 
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# have a - g608 wind to give you ; ae ciao of 
‘<< my cireurhftances- by profecdting yous for defamation; 
© frpali.?? By this time the violénceiof his wrath had’ fe" 
prived hitit of his appetite, and: he- fat flent,, unable ta 
{wallow oti mouthful, while his: tormientor enjoyed: his’ 
mortification and increafed his chagrin: by mae himto 
lay in plentifully for his next day’s fatt. 

Dinner being ended, we came down Dents te thes oles 
room, and. Banter went -away to keep an ‘appointment, 
faying; hé fappofed he fhould fee Wagtail and: me*in: the 
evenilg at! the Bedford coffee: howle. He “was no fooner 
gotie, ‘than the old gentleman took me afide, and faid: he: 
was forry to fee me fo intimate with that fellow, who: was 
one of the moft gracelefs’ rakes about town, and had‘al: 
ready wafted a good eftate and conftitution upon’ harlots.: 
That: lie had been the ruin of may a young. man, by in- 
troducing them into: debauched company, and fetting a 
lewd example of all manner of wickednefs ; and that un- 
lefs: [: was-on my pnard, he would (trip: me im 2 inort? 
time: beth of my money and reputation. | thanked: hint’ 
for his information, and promifed to condudé: myfelf ae=: 
- cordingly» wifhing, however, lis caution hadbeen a few _ 

ee: nthe: mee SS gees ied. which meaiis: 1 pomeed cates aay 
















agent Hbeetieh: taken: cach Hauler 1 otaas To 
as: ‘fobs as IT cul: -diteiigaga gprieee — to 


iyaetnn adin. accdunts,, vain Gu foi ‘the: atic 
dice of each, and ‘forty my judgment apéa both, without! 
adhering’ ftriGly to either. | Fhe-doéor affured me, that’ 
he wasa very pretty gentleman of family and fortune, @ 
feholar, a wit, a critic, and sy salebe feral -aequainted 
with the » town} that’ & ir and courage ans 
queftionable, though foi 
ty of, and his talent for fatire, h 
and made fome people: thy of his seqoaa 
different’ hetches £ conelnded, : 
fellow ‘of fore parts, “wiHo: Ayah ipa 
tained his: appetites, and fallen’ ett wath’ t 
-eanfehe could mot enjoy fete his wi Le 
-E want tocthe Bedford coffeestowle: ie ae 
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where I met my friends, ran: thence proceeded to the 
play, and afterwards carried them home to iry lodgings; 
ke we are ess Great harmony: and fatisiaation.” . 


Ree) tee 


CHAP. xa ah is 





I receive a Maltese he ieee: f jt—the quar ryel 
>) being made up, “Tam putin arrejl by the care and affecs 
*- tion of Strap, but immediately releafed upon. explaining my 
; affair—-the behanier of Mr. OC Regan and his two friends 

—l vifit Melinda, whem IT divert with an account of the. 






| : duel——pré: ofe marriage—fhe ‘refers the matter to her 
mother, of Whore l make a folemi demand of ker: a ee 


: ter—=the old ~~ & saldschoger eg ane ae avded, rebel thet 
eet See ee ee Bea 


=e 5 See ae . Sut ; - ; at 
= oe he pRB Se sr ee ae rere aay TA ee 


$ WV i wag Aeady® to" go heresies next day, 
ve ais mea —— diveded To ee he} a 





os BAwieweke Tam oy ea hati in ah cee lowe: ie 
«< Mifs’ Melinda Goofetrap. This is to: let you: know, 

‘© that fhe is under promife of marriage to me; and th 
*¢ Tam at this’ prefent waiting at the back of WV 
*« houfe, with a pair of good piftols in my hand,’ 
‘<-you will keep your) appointment, -Lawill make 
** tongue confefs, (after the breath-is out of. yee 
46 eee be do: not deferve her aeisvelhs Ase oct ee ee 
NEG Ss esau fey a5 sees ae Be GEES Bey 

EE peep vRequan, Osean” 


a pues bearesie dl fabian ah sie: ee ee 
that my rival was true hii and was. -notia lit ttlea 


{his right tomy hak by. V ohite. ahi cei i. ! 
at inom v how ts to eh pac. to her: ae Lowe 
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a hackney-coach to the placé appointed, . ene I found 
atall, raw-boned-man, witb @ hard) featured. countenance, 
and black birfhy! beard, walking sby. himfelf,, wrapped up 
ina fhabby great coat, over which his own hair.defcend-— 
ed in a leathern queilé ‘from, hig head, that was covered 
witha greafy hat trimmed witha tarnifhed point @’ Efpagne. 
He no fooner perceivedsme advancing, than without any 
preamble, he pulled a piftol from his bofem, and. prefent- 
img atime, fnapt it, «Alarmed: at. this rude: falitation, I 
made a ftand, and before he cold adjuit his other Piece, 
fired.ione of mine at him, without doing any: damage, By 
this time he was ready with his fecond, whieh: flathed. in 
the pao. without goihg off: upon which he ealled. with 2 

true Tipperary cadénce,. Fi ire away, sled ;’—-and be- 
gan to hammer his flint with. great deliberation.—But I 


s __ Was refolved- to make ule of the advantage fortune had 







given me; and therefore ftept up, without throwing away 
Q ie defiring him toast his life, or prepare for ano- 

orld; but this ftout Hibernian refufed to. conde= 
ce plained-bitterly of my, having quitted my | 
geoirnd before he could return my fhot, faying, 1 ought ~ 
to go back to my ftation, and let him have: an: equal 
chance with mei] endeavoured ito: petfuade. him that I 
had: gives him a-double chance already); and it was’ my 
_ ‘Bufinefs to prevent him from enjoying thind ;—but; mow; 
finee I had an opportunity, I demanded a parley, and 
defired to know’ the’ condition, and reafon for calling me 
tothe field; who, tothe beft of. my: remembrance, fo far 
- fedmt having’ dene hin’ an injury, had never before feen 













--him.—He told me; ‘that he wasa geutleman. of fortune; 


who had {pent allhe: had, and hearing that Melinda had. 


hake 


ce i thoufand pounds, he intended to make himfelf 


‘eS 


ff that fum by. efpoufing her, and was determined | 
iat % ja heiiiurable: way, to cat: the throats of all’ thofe. who. 
ftood bet weds him: abdshis hopes.cxk then demanded to — 
_ know the foundation of his hopes:; and now, tiated ad. 
fee him; béing: more and wmhere:aftonithed a circu 
{tatice of: the promite, defired he. wouldvex ai 
ones He heii : y auderftand: at he 3 











ee fie was + weiver Sind enought : 


Wad 
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Beant into her prefence and that the promife he 
meationed. m his letter was made: by: his friend Why. Gag- 
hagan, who afured him, that’ no teman: cotld: refift:a 
man of his appearance. could not torbear laughing to 
excels at the. fimplicity . of my rival, who did not feem te 
relith my mifth, but began to. ‘be. very ferious : upon which 
I endeavoured to appeafe him by giving him my word 
and henour, that fo far'from prejudicing his addreffes, to 
the lady, I would reprefent him tooher ‘in the moft fa- 
vourable Hight I could, \with-any fegardi te truth ; but he — 
muft-net be Aol ahaa af fhe thould remain blind to ‘his. de> 
ferts, for no thing was’ qnore CapPicious © than as awoman’s 
mind, and the affedtion: of that fex was. feldom: purchafed 
with virtue alone.—That my declaration might have the 
better effe@, LT took notice of his difhabille, and -profef- 
fing forrow at feeing a “gentleman reduced, flipped two - 
guineas. into his hand, at. the fight: of which he’ threw 
away his piftols, and hugging me: in’ his arhns, d, 
« Arrah) by fefus, now you arethe beit friend 1 have 
« met with thefe feven long becbiele ag at = had faifer: 
ed fome minutes © in his- ein bean Pais. quitted: me, ‘and 
picking: up his rufty arms, wvithied the: devil amight. burn — 
hin, if ever he fhould ides mie: any further — about 
womankind. 2i Sie ae 

The quarrel ging thet: aeiebly Sniasteal va tga, : 
gat to Sek at his sole ad 2 found ao5 














‘teas. was ema uke: fie one oft them: ouhe’ ceatsiny ns : 
fplit in the going off, and he would jin all probability 
have felt. ‘hishahd inthe expiofion; but! what- gave. mea 
lively idea of the man’s ¢hara&er was to find upon éxami- — 
‘nation, that eneof them had been loaded’ without: sees 
gee and be ee ieee ges oo Dh ee 


Fhnowing %64 new. friend hii 3 
eae Lene in thet 3 





ic . oe ye to bithe field ik : et 
shar SeHicly: ‘he-was-obliged:to. vetteat j= 
















which thé hoped: 1. would ‘ex 
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he had been in! England fome: years {licit ting his” friends 


for: provifion 3 in ‘the Britith army ; but being ‘hitherto un- 


fuccefsful, he was .defired by Mr. Gaghagan to turn his 
thoughts to matrimouy, and make. his. forvane by an-ad- 
vantageous matcli; in confequence of which advice he had 
made up to Melinda ; and having heard: by means of an 
Erith footman in the family, that I was her chief favour- 
ite, hadi called meiout, in hopes of removing,» by my 
death, the greateft obftruction to his defires ; but now he 
was convinced of my hofiour and generofity, he fwore by 


_ the blefed Virgin, jhe would think of her no more if there 
Was net-another woman in the world.—-As a further” “proof 
of his veracity,» which Tdid not atali doubt, he- “opened 
an ald-iron fhuffbex, and pulled out his commiflion: in 


the imperial army, and his captaia’s challenge, which he 
preferved as teftimonials of his chara@er.—I was. fo well 
convinced of this poor man’s hhonefty. and-courage, that I 
ined to Ppeak: in his behalf to fome of my acquaint- 
who might. recommend his cafe to. the confideration 
a thole. wio: could previde for him; and in the mean 
time to accoinmodate himy with afew clothes, by which 





‘hts appearance would be much mended, vand himielf eua- 


bled to. renew his folicitations in perfon. | 

As we- walked aloug: converfing fociably Wenetlien: we 
were met, by astile of nufqueteers, and Strap, at. their. 
; who. no foonef approached, than with a. frantic 
1@ ried; «¢ Seize. themt—-In-;the name of God ! 
dizé them 1’"—Woe were pee furrounded, and 
I “put in arreit-by the’ corporal, who was commanding of- 
ficer ; ; but Captain, O'Regan difenigaged: himfelf, and ran 











- syith fuck fpeed towards “Fottenmhani-court road, that he 


was out of figt it im a moment. When -my-arms were de+ 
livered up, and myfelf fecured,: auEe became a little more ~ 
compofed, and afked pardon for | ghe: liberty: he bad: token, 


ey 
eee 












affection; e he thea told’ ae that, Saree. ‘the. 
(which b by. y the. bye- Was. brought by. the author hi 
pitevenh eheceneet extraordinary, he had peep 
tba: ah — and. ihe ine: an hae de aaa 


we. Ne was gone. in. wad easel whe 
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which way I went, and having heard bhai duels were com: 
monly fought at the back of Montague- -houfe, he con- 
du@ed the guard to this place, where he thanked God 
for having found me fafeand found. I gave him tounder-- 
ftand that I forgave his officious concern for once, but cau- 
tioned him in pretty fevere terms from making me the fubje@ 
of idle converfation for the future; then turning to the 
corporal, thanked him for hig care, and gave him a_ 
crown to drink with his ren affuring him that the ren- 
contre was over long before he came up, and every thing 
compromifed, as he might) Have obferved by our behavi- 
our ; asa farther proof of f which, he would find upon ex-. 
amination, that one of my piftols. had been diicharged 5 
but this civil perfon, without giving himfelfor me any 
further trouble, received the bounty with a thoufand bows 
and acknowledgments, and pata the ae releafed 
me immediately. 
-Heé was not gone an hundred yards when my “frie: 1 
O’Regan came up, in erder to refcue me, with two Tat- - 
rerdemalions whom he had engaged for that purpofe, 
about the purlieus:of St. Giles’s: one of them was armed — 
with’a musket that wanted a lock, and another with a. 
rufty broad-fword; but their drels furpaffed all defcrip- 
tion.—-When_ he Wnderttoud I was already fr ee; lie made 
an apology for his abrupt departure, and- jntr duced 
me to his two companions: firft, to Countellor Bo 
ber, Who, hetold me, was then employed in tie 
send of: the kings - of Munfter, from trith manulery 














Silolopher and boliticiant: ee had “proees many a 

cellent fchemes for the good of his country.—But itfeems 
hefe literati had been very ill rewarded for their ingeni- — 
gus labours; for between them both, there was but one — 
fnirt, and halfia pair of breeches.—I thanked them y 
cindly for their readinefs to afift me, ‘and having ef 
ny fervice i in my turn, bade them a ‘good-morrow 
O’Regan to accompany me to my lodgings, - : 
fitted with decent clothes frem my wardrobe, { 
tc is fatisfaction, that he fwore eternal | gratitt a, 
gees to me, and, at my ae Taroeseee a : ee me 
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me with open kindnefs and familiarity, and laughed ex* 
ceflively at my adventure with the Irithman, to whofe. 
wifhes fhe was no ftranger, having more than a dozen 
letters in her poffeflion, which he had wrote to her on the 
fubje@ of love, and which, for my entertainment, fhe fub- 
“mitted to my perufal.Having made ourfelves merry at 
the expence of this poor admirer, I feized the opportuni- 
ty of her mother’s going out of the room, and introduced 
“my own paflion, which I recommended to her with all the 
ardour and eloquence T'was mafter of.—lI flattered, figh- 
ed, fwore, intreated, and acted a thoufand extravagarcies 
in hopes of making fome impreffion on her heart; but 
fhe heard every thing I faid without difcovering the leaft 
emotion ; and other company came in, before {he would 
sou chtale. ‘one ferious reply.—After tea, the cards were 
brought in, ‘according to cuftom, and it was my good 
fortune to have Melinda for my partner; by which means, 
: inftead of lofing, I came off with five guineas clear gain. 
ek foam bécanic acquainted with a good many people of 
fafhion, and fpent my.time in the modifh diverfions of the 
town, fuch as plays, operas, mafquerades, drums, affem- 
blies and puppet thows: chiefly in company with Melin- 
da, wh 10m | cultivated with all the eagernefs and addrefs 
that my profpe@ could infpire, and my education afford: 
: {pare neither my perfon nor my purfe, to gratify her 
vanity nd pride; my rivals were intimidated, and indeed 
) omnes and, after all, 1 began to fear that the dear 
‘creatare had not a heart to lofe.—At laft, finding myfelf 
unable to fupport the expence of this amour much longer, 
{was determined to bring the matter toa crifis; and one 
evening, while we were tere a tete, complained of her in- - 
difference, deferibed the tortures of fufpence to a love- . 
fick mind, and preffed her to difclofe het fentiments ¢ 
‘matrimony and me, with fuch. earneftnefs, that fhe could * 
. not with all her art thift the fubject; but was obliged to 
geome to an eclairciflement. —§he told me with 
lefs air, that fhe had no obje@ion to my perfon, a 
. could fatisfy her mother i in other particulars, i 
__,» —-+find her averfe to. “the match; but fhe was refolv 
nothing in an alfair. ‘of laehs momentous co 
ont the advice and confent of her. _parent.—* 
g very” Barerehr ‘declaration to ind sce: 
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to win her inclination firft, and then fecure my conqueft 
by a private. marriage, to which I flattered myfelf fhe 
‘would exprefs no reluéance—That I might not, howe- 3 
ver, defert my caufe before it was defperate, I waited on 
her mother, and with great formality demanded the | 
daughter in marriage: t the good lady, who was a very 
notable woman, behaved with great ftate and civility; 
thanked. me for the honour I intended her family, and 
faid, fhe did not doubt but that I was in all refpe&s qualifi- 
ed to make a woman happy}; but it concerned her as a pa- 
rent, anxious about the welfare of her child, to inquire 
into the particulars of my fortune, and know what fettle- 
ment I propoled to make. To this information, which 
would have. utterly difconcerted me, if 1 had not expedt- 
ed it, I replied without hefitation, that though my for~ 
tune was very {mall, I was a gentleman by birth and edu- a 
cation, would maintain her daughter in the {phere of a’ 
gentlewoman, and fettle her own dowry on her and her 
heirs for ever.—This careful matroa did not feem to relifh 
my propofal, but obferved with a demure countenance, — 
that there was no neceflity for fettling that upon her 
child which was her own already : however, if I pleafed, 
her lawyer thould confer with mine upon the matter ; 3 and. 
in the mean time, fhe defired I would favour her with 
the perulal of my rent-rol]l.—Notwithftanding the veza- 
tion I was under, I could fcarce forbear laughi 
face at the mention of my rent-roll, which - 
a fevere fatire upon my pretenfions, I frank: gaeae # 
[ had no landed eftate: and told her, that I ‘could not 
exactly [pecify the fum I was matter of, until, Thad regu- 
lated my ailairs, which were at prefent in fome diforder; 
put that | would take an opportunity of fatisfying. her on 
hat head verv foon. 

It was not long before I took my Acad: and returned 
o my lodgings in a very melancholy mood, perfuaded. 
hat I had ‘hothing more to expe@ from that quarter; I 
vi as confirmed i in this opinion nex tday, when] went. Beer 
ith a view of explaining myfelf more fully to the old 

‘lewoman 5 ; and was told by the footman that. his la : 
Were not at home, although I poo 
the blinds ; at a ba heuy window, as 25 T'wen 
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had the efired effed, fa 


Se a ge aay aes 
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without faying one word, and as 1 repaffed the parlour, 
bowed to Mifs, who {till remained in the fame ituation, 
fecurely fcreened, as fhe thought, from my view. . 
2 LIS difappointment ne iné tore uneafinefs on ‘Strap’s 
aceount than my own; for t was in no danger of dying 
for love of Melinda; on the contrary, the remembrance 
of my charming Narciffa was a continual check 1 upon my, 
confcience, during the whole courfe of my addreffes ; 
and perhaps contributed to the bad fuccefs of my {cheme, 





‘by controuling my raptures, and condemning my defign. 


There was a neceffity for informing my compe 

of every thing that happened to me, and I performed 
this piece of “duty in_an affe@ed paffion, {wearing I would 
sfiring him to take the 
his ow hands. This finefle 
ftead ‘of grumbling over my 
mifearriage, Strap was frightened at the pation I feign- 
ed, and begged me for the love of God to be appeafed ; 

obferving, that although we had fuffered a great lofs, it 
Was not irreparable; and if fortune frowne d to- day, ‘fhe ; 

















management of, his affairs 






might perhaps {mile to-morrow.—lI pretended to acquiefce 


in his remarks,. praifed his equanimity, and promifed to 


imptove by misfor Iné.— —He, on the other hand, pretended 
‘to be perfedily well fatisfied with my condné, and con: - 






jured o follow the di@ates of my own refle@tion; but 
in fj li his affe@ation, I could perceive his inward 
afilié and his vifage fentibly a in Joe 


sf from, eat Ears fs : ae 


2 on the heart of Mifs Gripewell, but am difappointed— — 
. grow. melancholy at my d: ifappaintment, and have recour, 
Bias) the ight Oh recer ve a spaces gic tee ratihed with 
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We a Jone robe revengzed O71 tained soy to Banter for his 


afi iflance—he contrives afcheme for that purpofe, whichis 
| put in execution with great  fuccefi—I make an attempt 









s iosazintl would: coke my ha 
irc which banifhes all soesee es m 


¥N the mean time my attention ; 
fearch af another miftrefs, and t 
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venged on Melinda, in both which heties I was very 


much affifted by Billy Chatter, who was fucha neceflary 


creature among the ladies, that in all private dances. he 
Sey the men. To him therefore i ee delirine 





tion of uch I ie Seeded communicate. ey 
who had heard fomething of a difference between Melinda 


and me, immediately {moked part of my defign, and,. 


thinking I only wanted to alarm her jealoufy a little, pro- 
mifed to gratify my defire by matching me with a partner: 


worth thirty thoufand pounds, Whom the ladies of this: 







Tgftly,. that, if § propofed to dance with her, I mutt ‘eive®, 
Ibm leave to.reprefent me as a knight or foreign countiat 
. in was aebed at this arias at ic thse and ° 


end of the 
and protett : 







Sine 


sripewell ; 3 that her father, 
cs ied — by wh 
n ght 







a vaked oii his own aacious “a tpdte to part with 
as much money as would have paid the expence of a will, 
fhe would not have inherited the fixth part of his fortune $ 
that during his life, fo far from being educated in a way 


fuitable to fuch great expefations, fhe was obliged to live 
like a fervant wench, and do the moft menial offices in the: 


family. But bis fikevalwas no foe ier performed: than fhe 


arther inguiry, 1 found this per-- 


aken into heir management — 


f 


‘afflumed the fine lady, and inti d fo ma: ay pee 4 both . 


fexes to flatter, carefs, and in uét her, that,. 
difcretion and experience, fhe had grown infoffe 
and arrogant, and pretended to no lefs than a d 


at leaft for her hufband ; that the hadthe misfort to 


be negleéied by the Enolitis quality, but a certain poor 
Scottifh lord was then making intereft to: be introduced to 


her acquaintance. In the mean time fhe was fallen into 


the hands of a notable lady, who had already difpofed of 


her toa lieutenant of foot, a diftant relation of hex ae 


fhip, ai miis.as\ yet knew nothing of the affair 5 


te 
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Paster’ s he as I had by this time pee a great. 
opinion of his penetration and kno Se 5 and, after I 
had enjoined fecrecy, told.him every 3 pmiftance of my 4 
difgrace with . Melinda, and imparted the plan I had pro- 
jecied: to mortify that proud cogue ec, defiring his advice 
in improving, and afliftance in-executing the fcheme. 
Nothing could be, more agreeable to his mifanthropical 
temper than an account of her behaviour and my refent- 
ment: he applauded my refolution, and propofed that I 
fhould not enly provide myfelf with a proper partner, but 
alfo procure fuch an one for Mifs Goofetrap as would in- 
fallibly entail upon her the ridicule of all ber acquaint- 
ance: for this purpofe he: mentioned | Lis barber, who, he 
jaid, was a great coxcomb lately coinne from Paris, 
whofe abfurd affe@ation and grimace would eafily pafs 
upon her for the f{prightly ,politette of a gentleman im- 
proved by travel. I hugged him for.this hint, and he af- 
fared. me, it would be no difficult matter to make him be- 
lieve, that Melinda, having feen him by accident, was 
‘captivated by his appearance, and longed for his acquaint= 
ance, He adually engaged him on this pretence, and 
| painted his good fortune in fuch colours, that the poor 
fjaver was quite befide himfelf with joy. He was imme- 
ie Sutely fitted with a tawdry fuit of clothes belonging to 
Banter, and by him recommended to Chatter as a very | 
| ow juit returned from his travels. Mafter-Billy, | 
s a gentleman ufher to a great. Bee the | 
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‘in and about town, undertook at once to fpeak 
Melinda in his behalf ; and every thing happened accord- 
ing to my with. 

: At the time appointed I appeared, dreffed ta the bef 
alee oe and, in the charaGer of. a Marquis had the ho- 
nour of opening the ball with the rich heirefs, who attra@- 
ed the eyes of the whole company by the prodigious num= ‘| 
ber of jewels with which fhe was adorned. Among others, | 
tI he ade wees who could: no more ae oa her envy 








miore flarant we tormenting ; for fhe had never ech 
Gripewell before ; and Chatter, who alone could ve}, 
any fatisfaGion on that head, was engaged in 
at the other end of the room. 1 obferved her 
and exulted in her chagrin; and, after my par 
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took the opportunity of paffing by her to make a. fight 
bow without ftopping, which completed my triumph and 
her indignation. “She changed colour, bridled up, afumed: 
an air of difdain, and flirted her fan with fueh fury that it 
“went to pieces ina moment, to the no finall entertainment 
of thofe who fat near and obferved her. - 
— Atlengih the metamorphofed barter,, took her out, she 
acted his part with fuch ridiculous extravagance, that the 
mirth of the whole company was excited at his expence,, 
and his partner fo much alhamed, that, before the country 
dances began, fhe retired in great confufion, under pre- 
tence of being taken fuddeuly ills, ‘rand was followed by her - 
gallant, who no donbt imagined her indifpofition was no- 
thing but love, and laid hold of the occafion of conduding 
her home! to comfort her with an affarance of his enter- 
taining areciprocal pailion. They were no fooner gone 
than an jaquifitive whifper of ** Who ishe?” ran round, 
the room, and Chatter could give them no-other intelligence 
about him than that be was.a man of fortune juft returned — 
from his travels: 1, whe alone was acquainted with: his. 
real quality, affected ignorance, well knowing, that female 
curiofity would not reft fatisfied with fuch a genera 
count, and that the difcavery would procked with < a. ab 
grace from‘any body than me. | 
Mean while I was tempted by the Fohace hae th 
to pra@ife upon Milfs mete heart, but fo n fo 
too well fortified with pride and indifference to 
any efforts in my own charaer, and Lneither would 
eould preferve the title 1 had borrowed longer than, that 
night. 
‘As I expected, every thing came to. light. next i: 
The barber, in pure Hae ity. of heart, deteQed himfelt 
to’ Melinda, and dif {covered the foundation of his I hopes 3 
fhe fickened at the affront, and was afhamed to. thew her 
ace in public for many weeks after this accident.» P oor 
Chatter found it impofible to juftify himfelf to her fatis- i 
faction, was ia utter difgrace with Mis. Gripewell - fo <. 
impoted me upon her as an nobleman, and fu ; 


uifered | 
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rival in town, I began to defpate of any paRe 4 and grew 
melancholy-at the profpe@ of approaching want. To di- 
pel the horrors of this fiend, I had recourfe the bottle, 
and kept more company than ever, I became. particularly 
attached to the play-houfe, converfed with the a@ors be- 
hind the fcenes, grew acquainted witha body of templars, 
and ina fhort time commenced a. profefed wit and critic. 
Indeed I may fay without vanity, that I-was mtch better 
_ qualified than any one of my companions, who. were, ge- 
-nerally fpeaking, of all the creatures Lever converfed with, 
the moft ignorant and affuming. By means of thefe avo- 
cations I got the better of care, and learned to feparate 
_ my ideas in fuch a manner, that, whenever I was attacked 
. by. a gloomy reflection, I could thove it afide, and call in 
fome agreeable reverie to my affiftance. This was not the 
cafe with Strap, who praéifed a thoufand fhifts to conceal 
the forrow that preyed upon his carcafe, and reduced him 
to the refemblance of a mere fkeleton. 
While I thus pofted in a thoughtlefs manner towards po- 
_ werty, Lone day received by the penny poft a letter writ- 
ten in a woman’s hand; containing a great many high- 
flown compliments, warm proteftations of love, couched in 
a very poetical ftile, an earneft defire of knowing whether 
or not my heart was engaged, by leaving an anfwer ata. - 
certain place, direéted to R. B. and the whole fubferibed 
ur Incognita.” 1 was tranfported with joy on read- 
yntents of this. billet- doux, which I admired asa 
mafterpic ce of tendernefs and elegance, and was already 
up to the ears in love. with the author, whom my imagi- 
nation reprefented as alady of fortune, in the bloom of 
youth and beauty. Elevated with ‘this conjedure, I went 
to work, and exhaufted my invention im compofing an au 
{wer fuitable to the fublimity of her ftile, and the ardour 
of her fentiments,. I expreffed my admiration of. her wit © 3 
in terms the moft hyperbolical, and while I acknowledged ; 
myfelf unworthy of her regard, declared myielf enamoured : 
of her underftanding, and in the moft- pathetic manner 
implored the honour of an interview. Having finifhed this 
erformance, and communicated it to Strap, who Skip 
about for joy, Idifpatched him with it to the plac 
Pee which was ve honfe at a milliner not 
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for eee times that he might difcover the a who 
fhould call for it. Un lefs than an hour he returned with 
ajoyful countenance, and told me that, foon after he had _ 
delivered the letter, a chairman was called: to. whom it. 
was given, with direGions to carfy it.to the. houfe of a - 
‘rich gentleman in the neighbourhood, whither he (Strap) 
followed him and faw it putinto:the bands of a waiting- 
woman, who paid the meffenger and fhut the door—that 
upon inguiry at an ale-houfe hard by, where he called. for. 
a pint of beer, he underftood that the gentleman, to.whom 
the houfe belonged, had an only daughter, very hand- 
_fome, who would inherit his whole eftate, and who.cer- 
tainly was the author of the billet Thad received. ‘I was 
of the fame opini6n,"and, hugging myfelf in the happy 
profpea, dreffed immediately, and paffed in great flate by 
the houfe that contained my unkbnown admiter—stior was 
my vanity difappointed ; for a perceived a beautiful young 
creature ftanding at one of the windows of the. dining- — 2 
room, who, I imagined, obferved me with more than 
common curiofity. “That I might indulge cher view, and 
at the fame time feat. my own, 4q afeGed: to ftop,. and give 
orders to Strap in the Greet, juft oppatite. to her ftation; 
by which means 1 had an opportunit: _of feeing her more 
diftin@ly, and of congratulating my felf on having made a 
conqueft of fo much perfeation, In a few mi 
retired, and I betook myfelf to the ordinary ir aptur 
of hope, which depr ived me of my appetite far that mea! 
aha fent me home i in the ‘evening to. manly: my contem~ 
plation. 2s “ 
' Early next day I was: favoured pith agdiher. epittle from 
my unknown charmer, fignifying her unutterable joy | 
the receipt of mine, which, while it made a ténder of. my 
heart, convineed her of the value of it; above all things, ‘’ 
fhe profeffed extreme pleafure in finding me fo much at- _ 
tached to her underftanding, a circumftance that not only 
flattered her inthe moft fenfible part, but at the: fame time —. 
~argted my own fagacity. As for the interview Idefired, — 
the baa a rah I cous nat lai more ees fach. a ee te 
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fome deference to the. opinion of certain elite fhe was 
refolved, in an affair that fo nearly concerned her happi- 
nefs, to confult her own inclination preferable to the ad- 
vice of the whole world, efpecially as fhe was urged to 
_«fuch condefcenfion by no confideration of fortune, what . 
fhe depended upon being her own without reftri@ion or 
control. Struck with admiration at the philofophy and 
felf-denial’ of my miftrefs, who feemed infenfible of the 
beauty the poffeffed, and in particular ravithed with that 
piece of intelligence by which I learned her fortune was 
“independent, I refumed the pen, launched out into enco- 
- Mmiums on the dignity of her fentiments, affeGted to un- 
dervalue the charms of external beauty, pretended to 
ground my paffion on the qualities. of her mind, complain- 
ed of her rigour in facrificing my repofe to an over-{cru- 
pulous regard to decorum,-and declared the purity of my 
defigns in the moft flout and pathetic vows. This per- 
formance, being fealed and direéted, was fent-to the place 
appointed by Strap, who, that we might be fill the more 
confirmed in our belief, renewed his watch, and in a little 
time brought back the fame information as before, with 
this addition, that Mifs Sparkle, (the name of my fup- 
pofed correfpondent, ; looking out at the window, no foon- : 
er faw the meflenger arrive than fhe fhut the cafementin ~~ 
a fort of beautiful confufion, and difappeared ;. eager, no 
doubt, | o hear from the dear object of her love.. % 
_. My doubts now vamifhed, the long-expefed port ap- 
peared, and I looked upon myfelf as perfectly. fecure of RS 
that happinefs I had been in queft of fo long. After din- 
ner 1 fauntered in company with Dr. Wagtail to that part. 
_of the town in which my inamorata lived, and, as he was. 
a mere regifter, inquired of him into the name, charaer, 
and fortune of every body who pofteffed a good houfe in 
the ftreets through which we paffed. When it came to his. 
turn to mentioa Sir Jolin Sparkle, he reprefented him as 
a man of: am-immenfe eftate, and narrow difpofition, who 
mewed up his only child, a fine young lady, from the con- 
_-verfation of mankind, under the ttri& watch and infpedion, = 
at) an old governante, who was either fo honeft, Peas isi 
or infatiable, that nobcdy had been as yet able to e 
her a friend, or get accefg to her charge, though n 
attempted. it every day—not fo mach on accqn 
























#E Gaat 








Ss 
-RODERICK RANDOM, ) 107 


expedations from her father, who, being a. widower, 
might marry again, and have. fons, as for a fortune of 
twelve thoufand pounds left. her by an uncle, of which 
fhe could not be deprived. This piece of news, .exadly 
tallying with the jaft part of the letter I had been honour- 
ed with in the morning, had fuch an effe@ on me, that 
any man,except Wagtail might have obferved my emotion ; 4 
but his attention was too much engroffed by the conten 
plation of his own importance, to be affected with the de- 
portment of any other body, unlefs it happened to be fo. 
particular that he could not help taking notice of it. 

When I had difengaged mylelf from him, whofe con- 
verfation grew infipid to me, 1 went home, and made 
Strap acquainted with the fruits of my refearches. This : 
faithful {quire was almoft choaked with tranfport, and 
éven wept with joy, but whether on account of himfelf or 
me, I {hall not pretend to determine. Next day a third 
billet-doux was brought to me, containing many expref- 3 
fions of tendernefs, “mingled with fome affecting doubts a 
about the artifice of man, the inconftancy of youth, and 

the jealoufy often attending the moft fincere paflion, withal — : 
defiring | wouldexcufe her, if fhe fhould try mea little. 
longer, before fhe declared herfelf beyond the power oe & : 
retracting. Thefe interefting {cruples added fuel to my. 
flame, and impatience to my hope; I redoubled. my com- 
plaints of her indifference, and prefled her to an aflignation, 
with {uch fervid entreaties, that in afew days fhe confent-_ 

ed to meet me at the houfe of that milliner, who had: + 
forwarded all my letters. During the interval between the: 
date of her. promife and the hour of appointment, my pride ~ - 8 
foared beyond all reafon and defcription ; I loft all: rememinz, * 
brance of the gentle Narciffa,- and my thoughts were 
wholly employed in planning triumphs over spe malice and 
contempt ofthe world. | 

At length the happy hour arrived ; i Lee to the plone: 
of rendezvous, and was couduéed into an apartment, . 
where 1 had not waited ten minutes when I heard the ruft~ 
jing of filk, and the found of feet afcending the ftairs: my 
heart took the alarm, and beat quick, my checks iloked s 
; ‘ aa thrilled, apd wghk knees foot with. 
: bea etticoat 
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Heaven and: darth’ WoW fhall 1 paint my. Giustionss when 
I found Mifs Sparkle converted into‘a wrinkled hag turned 
of feventy! Iwas ftrack dumb with amazement, and pe- 
trified with horror! This ancient Urganda perceiv ed my. 
diforder, and, approaching With a languishing air, feized . 
my hand, afking in a-{queaking tone if Iwas indifpofed?: 
Her monftrous affectation completed the difpuit P had 
conceived for her at firft appearance, and it wasa long 
time before I could command myfelf fo much as to behave 
With common civility: at length, however, I recolleé@ed 
myfelf, and pronounced an apology for my behaviour, 
which, I f¥id, proceeded from a dizzinefs that feized me 
Me af atfndden: My hoary Dulcinea, who, no doubt, had 
been alarmed at my confufion,; no fooner learned the caufe, 
to which I now afcribed it, than ihe difcovered her joy in 
a thoufand amorous coquetries, and affumed ‘the {prightly 
airs of a girl of fixteen. One while fhe ogled me with her 
ve dim eyes “quench ed in rheum; then, as if the was afhamed 
of that freedom, the affeéied to look down, blush, and 
oe play with her fan, then tofs her .head, that i might not 
_ perceive a.palfy that fhook it, afk ee childith auctions 
with a lifping accent, giggle and grin with her mouth 
_“fhut, to conceal the ravages of time upon her teeth, leer 
upon me again, figh piteonfly, fling herfelf about in her 
chair to fhew her agility, and a@’a great many more abfur- 
dities that. youth and beauty can alone exeufe. Shocked as 
I was at my difappointment, my difpoStion was incapable 
: oe affro’ ating any perfon who loved me; 1 therefore endea- 
-voured to puta goad face on the matter for the prefent, 
ek refolving to drop the whole affair'asfoon asl fhould get 
_ @ lear of her company 3 with this view 1 uttered: fome civil 
“things, and in particular defired to” know the name and 
_ €ondition of the lady who had honoured me fo much. She 
-told me her name was Withers 5 that. fhe lived with Sir 
John Sparkle in quality of gavernels to his only daugh- 
ter, in which fituation fhe had picked up a: comfortable 
failiciency: to miake her eafy for life ; that ‘fhe had’ the p 224 
fare of fee ne at church, where my appearance ai 
deportment made fuch an imprefion upon her: heart 
, fhe could enjoy no eafe yutil ihe had: enquired inte 
“ *ghara@er, which the found fo amiable in all refpect ox 
fhe yielded to the a of her inclination, and 
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to declare her paffion, with too little regard. perhaps ta 
-he decorum of her fex; but fhe hoped I Would forgive a 
-refpais, of which I myfelf was, in.fome meafure, the 
-aufe, and impute her intrufiomto the irrefittible didates. 
of love. No decayed rake ever fwallowed a bolus with 
more relu@ance than I felt in making a reply fuitable to 
this compliment, when, inftead of the jewel, I found the 
crazy cafket only in my power; and yet my hopes began 
to revive a little, when I confidered, that, by carrying on 
the appearance of an intrigue with the duenna, I might 
potlibly: obtain aceefs to her charges — Encouraged. by. this, 
fuggeftion, my temper grew more ferene; my referve wore — 
off: Ltalked en cavalier, and even made loveto thisan+ = 
tiquated: coquette, who. feemed extremely happy in her’ 
adorer, and fpread all her allurements to make her ima-~ 
gined conqueft more fecure. The good woman of the 
houfe treated us with tea and {weatmeats, and_ afterwards F 
withdrew, like a civil experienced-matron‘as fhe was/ Left E 
thus to our mutual endearments, Mifs Withers (for fhe 
was ftill a maiden) began to talk of matrimony, and ez-_ 
prefled fo much impatience in all her behaviour, that, had 
fhe been fifty years younger, 1 might poilibly have gratin 
fied her longing without having recourfe to the church 
but this my virtue as well as imtereft forbade. When the 
inclinations of an old maid fettleupon a young fellow, he 

is perfecuted with her addreffes ; but, fhould he onee grant 
her the favour, he will never be able to difentangle himfelf 
from her importunitiesand-reproaches, It was my byfis: ©. _ 
nefs to defer the ceremony as long as posible, under the => 
moft {fpecious pretences, with a view of becomingacquaints ==, 
ed with Mifs Sparkle in the mean time; andI did not 
defpair of fuccefs when I confidered, that in the courfe of © = 
our correfpondence I fhould, in all probability, be invited 5 
to vifit my miftrefs in her own apartment, and by that. | 
means have an opportunity of converfing with her charm- 7 
ing ward, Pleafed with this profpec, my heatedekene'g 
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with joy, [talked in raptures to the ftale ‘governante, an 
kiffed h : 


er fhrivelled hand with great devotion. She ees 
Feta feoniperted ith ber good fortade Miah the Gon 

















scontain her extafy, but flew upon me like a tigrefs, = 

éffed her fkinny lips to mine, when (as it was no 

voncerted by her evil genius) a dofe of garlic Ihe 
di , eee : ; 
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had fwallowed that morning to difpel wind, I fappote, 
began to operate with faucha fudden ‘explofion, that ne 
man nature, circumftanced as I was, could not endure the 
fhock with any degree of temper. Tloft all patience and 
reflection, flung away from her in an inftant, fnatched my’ 
hat and cane, and ran down ftairs as if the Devil -had me 
in purfuit, and could {carce reftrain the convulfions of my 
bowels, which were grevioufly oifended by the perfume 
that affaulted me. Strap, who waited my return with 
impatience, feeing me arrive in the utmoft diforder, ftood - 
-motionlefs | with apprehenti on, and durft net ster i into 
the caufe. % 
After I had wafhed my duel more than once, and ‘fe-' 
‘cruited my fpirits witha glafs of wine, I recounted to him’ 
every particular of what had happened ; to which he made 
no other reply for fome time, than lifting up his eyes, 

». elafping his hands, and uttering a hollow gtoan.—At 
Jength he obferved, in a melancholy tone, that it ‘was a 
thoufand pities my organs were fo delicate as to be offend. 
ed withthe fmell of garlic: ‘* Ah! God help us,” faid 

- he, © tis not’ the fteams of garlic, no, nor of fomnething 

eli a ld give me the leaft uneafinefs—fee saat 

4 Gt is to bea cobler’s fon.’ ’—I replied haftily, « I with 

then you would go and retrieve my mifcarriage.”—At 

‘this he ftarted, forced a fmile, and left the room, fhaking 

his head.- Whether the old gentlewoman refented my 

« abrupt departure fo much, that her love changed into dif- 

~ dain, or was afhamed to fee me on account of her intir- 

mity, [know not, es Twa is never ee aa with 
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cultivate an acquaintance with two noblemen—ant inion 
ees to Earl Strutwell—his kind promife and invita- 
tion—the behaviour of his porter andlackey—he receives 
_ me withan appearance of uncommon affedion—undertakes 
to [peak in muy behalf to the minifi ter —informs me of his 
- fuccefs, and wifhes me joy—introduces a conver. [ation about 
Petronius Ar biter —faills in love with my watch, which e 
prefs upon him—I make a prefent of a diamond ring to 
Lord Straddle—impart my good fortune to Strap, “and 
Banter who difabufes me, to my utter mor tification. 
y AFFLED fhe tty! in my. matrimonial {chemes, I 
began to queftion my talents for the fcience of for- 
tune-hunting, and to bend my thoughts towards fome em- 
ployment under the government.— With the view of pro- 
curing which, I cultivated the acquaintance of Lords 
Straddle and Swillpot, whofe fathers were men of intereft 
at court.—I found thefe young noblemen as open to my 
advances asI could defire: I accompanied thei in theic 
midnight rambles, and often dined with them at taverns, 
where I had the honour of paying the reckoning. | 
1 one day took the opportunity, while-I was loaded 
with proteftations of friendfhip, to difclofe my defire’of 
being fettled in fome finecure, and to félicit their influ- 
ence in my behalf.—Swillpot {queezing my hand, faid, is 
might depend upon his fervice, by. Guadi “he ot er 
{wore that no man would be more proud dae he to fun 
my errands. Encouraged by thefe declarations, I _ver- 
tured to exprefs an inclination to be introduced to es 
fathers, who were able to do my bufinefs at once. Sw 
pot frankly owned he had not fpoke to his’ father thef 
three years 3 and Straddle aff ee Fi at ee havi 
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offer. 1 embraced. with many acknowlec 
bim fo sorely, in fpite’ of a thoufand Vv 
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man entered, and without pine a ftared at ime. 


he found himfelf under a neceflity of keeping his word, 

and a@ually carried me to the levee of this great man, 
where he left me in a crowd. of fellow-dependants, and 
was ufhered to a particular clofet audience ; from whence 
in a few. jminutes he returned with his Lordthip, who 
took me by the hand, affured me he would do ne all the 
fervice he could, and defired to fee me often.-—I was 
charmed with my reception, and although I had heard 
that a courtier’s promife-was not to be depended upon, I 
thought I difcovered fo mtich fweetnefs of temper in this 
Earl’s countenance, that I did not doubt of profiting by 


heels. protedion. I refolved, therefore, to avail myfelf of 
his permiffion, and waited on him next audience-day, 


when I was.favoured with a particular {mile, fqueeze of 
the hand, and a whifper, fignifying that he wanted half 
an hour’s converfation with me tetea téte, when he fhould 
be difengaged, and for that purpofe defired me to come 
anddrink a difh of chocolate with him to-morrow morn- 
ing.—This invitation, which did not a little flatter my 
¥anity and expedtation, I took'care to obferve, and went 
to his Lordfhip’s houfe at the time appointed. Having 
ra pped- at the gate, the porter unbolted and kept it balf 
open, placing himfelf in the gap, like foldiers ina breach, 
to difpnte my paflage. I afked if his lord was Rire 
ring?—He aniwered with a furly afpect, ~ No.” — 
‘¢ At what hour does he commonly rife??? (faid I.)— 
‘¢ Sometimes fooner, | fometimes fater,” - (faid he, clofng 


the door upon me by degrees. thes! then told him [ was 
come by his. Lordfhip’s own appoint itment ; to which ‘this 


Cerberus replied, “« Ihave received no orders about the 
** matter ;” and was upon the point of fhutting=me out, 

when I recolleéted myfelf all of a fudden, and flipping a 
crown into his hand, begged asa favour that he would 


enquire and let me know whether or not the Earl was up. 


‘The grim janitor. relented at the touch of my money, 


which he took with all the indifference of a tax- -gatherer, 
and fhewed me into a parlour, where, he faid, I might 


amufe myfelf. till fuch time as his Lordfhip fhould be awake. 
-—i had not fat ten minutes in this place, when a foot 








terpreted this piece of his behaviour into * ‘Pra 
«© what ig your bufinefs 2”? and “ the. fame sas on 
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had put: to dims porter, te accofted him firft.. The _ 
lackey. ‘made the fame reply, and difappeared before 1 
could get any. further intelli gence.—In- a little while he re- 
turned ‘on, pretence of. poking | the fire, and looked at me 
again. “with great ‘earneftnefs ; : upon which I began to per- 
ceive hig meaning, and tipping. him ‘with halt ) 
defired he would be fo good as to. fall upon fome i 
of letting the Earl know that I was in the honfe.—He : 
made a low bow, ‘and faid, <« Yes, Sir,” and vanifhed.— 
This bounty. was not,thrown away, for in. an inftant 
came back, and’ conduded me to a. chamber, where I was 
received with great kindnefs and familiarity by his Lord- 
fhip, whom I found jut rifen, in his morning gown and 
flippers.—After breakfaft, he, entered into-a particular 
converfation with me about my travels, the remarks I 
had made abroad, and examined me to the full extent : 
of my under{tanding. —My anfwers feemed to pleafe him 
very much, he frequently, fqueezed my hand, and look- 
ing atime with a fingular complacency i in his countenance, 
bid me ‘depend - upon his good offices with the iminiftry in- 
my. behalf. — Young: men of your. qualifications,” aid 
Hey oe ought. to be cherithed - by every adminiftration — 
«For my own part, I fee fo little merit in the’ world, »° 
‘e that Lhave laid it down as a maxim, ‘to encourage the 
Md leaft appearance of genius. and virtue, to the utmoft of 
“¢ my power.—You have a great deal of both; and will 
not fail of making a figure one day, if Lam not mifta- 
ken ; but you mutt: “lay. your account with - mounting by 
i gradual fteps to the fummit of your fortune.—Rome 
ae not built in a day. As you underftand the lan- 
** ‘guages perfectly well, how would you like to erofs the 
«fea, as fecretary fo an embafty ?”—I affured his Lord- 
fhip with great eagernefs, that nothing could’ be more 
agreeable to my inclination: upon which he bid me make — 
ayfelf eafy, my bufinefs was done, for he had a. place. of 
that kind i in his view.—This piece of ger erofity ated 
2 much, thak a. was unable for for 2¢ time to. ex srels 
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fs of this noble. Lord, who no’ fooner perceives 
han he caught me in his iis _ bogged and siffed 
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f eak to the D winttte in 7hy. ieee that very aay 5 "and de- 
it 1 would not for the future give myfelf the trou- 
ble of attending “at his levee,. but come at the fame hour 
every day when he ponies be at Feil which ‘Was three 
pes a-week, : - 

_ Though my topes were now ver y fanguine, 1 etic 
to conceal my profpeét from every body, even from Strap, 
until I fhould be more- certain. of fuccets, and, in the mean 
time give my patron. no _tefpite from sny. {olicitations. 
When I renewed my, vift, 'T found’ the ftreet-door opened 
to me as if by enchantment; 3. but, in my paflage towards 
the prefence-room, I was met by the valet de chambre, 
who caft fome furious looks at me, the meaning of which 
I could not Auglbimees The Earl pes meat entrance 
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eat to rthet of two ae See ra very. “urgent in 
_ behalf of their refpedtive friends, and . abfolutely promifed 
‘that I fhould go to a certain foreign’ court in quality. of 
_ fecretary to an ambaffador and plenipotentiary, who was 
to fet ont ina few weeks.on an affair of -vait importance 
Ps the nation. q was, RU vith, BY ier oe 









tempt to Ga my ’ : 
permit, but raifing me. UP, sey Zz “we, to Ae ‘btentt ah 
furprifing emotion, and ‘told me he had nuw taken upon 
 himlelf the care of making my. fortune.—W hat enhanced. 
the value of the benefit {till the more; was his ‘making 
light of the favour, - and fhifting. the. converfation to aoe 
ther fubje&: among other topics ‘of di ifconrte, that of the 
Balle eae as introduced. upon ‘which his Lordfbip 

ith gre nd ‘ndition, and cifegver ons 1 
oot ie auil ors: of anti Se 


fantiquit 
rhe taking. one : | 
























iro n his bofow, § 
it, and theug 
i rrow-mind 







fe 


- ae" : ate 























+ StS 


“RODERICK: RANDOM. . rr 


. aiid anced: my opinion: ‘of his wit 
Jernder age ae Re meat, in my opinion, he wrote: 
ith great eafe and vivacity, but was withal fo lewd and’ 
indecent, that he ought to fied, no’ quarter: or protection 
among péople of morals and. tafte,—** | Town,’ replied the 
Karl, ‘ that his tafte in love is generally decried, and in- 
<« deed” condemned by our laws; | but. perhaps. that ‘may 
«¢ be more owing toi prejudice and mifapprehenfion, than 
6 to true reafon and deliberation.—_The beft man among 
a ‘the, ancients is faid to- have entertained that paffion 5 
te one. of the wifett of their legiflators has permitted the 
« indufgence of it in his ‘commonwealth; the modit ‘cele- 
*¢ brated poets have not ferupled to avow it at this lay d 
aig ‘prevails, not only over all the Eaft, but in mo 
eof Europe 5 3 In our OWA country it gains ground apace, 
«and in all. probability will become ina fhort time, a 
« more fashionable vice than fimple fornication, —Indéed, 
se ‘there’ 1S. fomething. to he faid i 1i1 vindication’ oF. for 
ie ‘notwithftanding the ‘feverity of the law againft fends: 
yer in this way, it mutt be confeffed that the pradice 
ake i this paifion i is unattended wee that curfe be baat 
nT n {9 ety 5” whic pi) tae 
se ‘and deferted baftards ye Svhata are aie Sieve 4g Wee 
a parents, deferted to the utmoatt want and wretchednefs, 
or bred up to prey upon the commonwealth; atid it like~ 
er wife oie the debauchery of many a Migs tnaide | 
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iF ruining ‘the conftitutions of ut young! ‘men, has produ- 
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ral, abfurd, and of pernicious: confequence ; 3 and declared: 
my. utter deteftation and ei it in thele Lines, of, 
the fatyrift : es ee Jae ; 


, $4 Bienes areca rir % Fas 


* 





¢ Eternal infamy she’ wretch beddtien de 5585 
: vee Who planted firft this vice on Britith ona wings 
“¢ A-vice! that, *{pite of fenfe and nature, velpiy, ik 
aise And poifons genial love, and manhood {tains imisah 


hh Earl {miled at my indignation alts me he. was glad, 
tofind my.opinion | of the matter fo conformable. to his own,, 
and that what he had advanced was only ta provoke me, 


fo an. -antwer, with. which he profeiled himfelf wesley, 


obferving at the fame time, that it was the moft beautiful 


thonfand pardons. for the freedom. had_ taken, which I, 


well pleated. , ae 

After. d. had. enjoyed ee. long audience, T happened to, 
look at: ‘my watch, in order to regulate my motions by it ;. 
and his lordihip, obferving the chafed cafe, ‘defired to fee 
the device, and examine the execution, which lie approved. 
with fome expreflions, of admiration. Confidering the ob-. 
ligations I Jay under to his lordfhip, 4: thought there could. 
not -be.a fitter opportunity. than the prefent to. manifett j in, 
fome fhape amy. gratitude, ; I therefore begged he. would. 


do me-the honour to accept of the watch as a ‘fmall tefti-, 
mony of the fenfe ee had-of -his Lord{hip’s. generofity ; a but, 


he. refufed it jna peremptory “manner, and faid he - was. 
forry I fhould entertain fuch a mercenary opinion of him,. 





iece of workmanihip he had ever feen, and defiring to, 
now where he could have fuch another. I begged a 


hoped he. would impute to. nothing elfe than the highett, 
veneration for his. perfon—told him, that, as it came _to. 
my. hand by accident in ‘France, ‘I could give him” ng. 
information about the maker ; for there. was no name on. 


the inGde; and once more humbly entreated, that. he. 


would indulge: me fo far.as to ufe it for. my_ fake. “He was, 
(ill pofitive in ‘refuting it, but was pleafed to thank me for, 
my. genierous offer, faying, i vas, é ut that no} ‘nobl ¥ 


man need be a amed « af receit 
to. fhew his. 


in ntereftednels \ W tl =a : 
he had conceived a -particul: ] 
was villing. to part, 
it.coft, that he migh at lea 
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the money. On the other hand I affured his lordthip, that 
I fhould look upon it as'an uncommon mark of diftin@tion, 
if he would take it without farther: queftion 5 and, rather 
than difoblige me, he was at laft perfuaded to put it in his 
pocket, to my no {mall fatisfadion, who took my leave 
immediately, after having received a kind aqueeeey and an 
injun@ion toe depend on his promife. : 
Buoyed up “with this reception, my heart opened ; i 
away a guinea among thedacqueys who elcorted me. to the 
door, flew to the Jodpings of Lord Straddle upon 
whom I forced my diamond ring as an acknowledgment 
for the great fervicehe had done me, and from thence hied 
inyfelf-home, with an intent of fharing my happinefs with 
honeft Strap. I determined, however, to heighten his 
pleafure by deprefiing his: fpinits at Skt and then bringing 
in the good néws ‘with double relifh.» For this purpofe I 
afteéted the appearance of Hepa dieomens and chagrin, 
and told him im an abrupt manner, that Thad foft the 
Watch‘and diamond. ‘Poor Hugh, who bad been already _ 
harraffed into a-confumption by intelligence of this fort, no. 
fooner heard thefe words than, nnable to contain. himfelf, — 
he cried with diftra@ion in his loka, «« God in heaven 


« forbid !?—J could carry on the farce no longer, but, ae 
laughing inhis face, ‘told him every thing thatthad paffed 


as before recited. His features were immediately un: 
bended, and the tranfition fo affeéting, that he wept 
with joy, calling my Lord Strutwell by the. appellations 
of jewel, phoenix, vara avis, and praifing God, that there 
was fill fone virtte among our nobility. Our: mutual cons 
gratulations being over, we pave way tovour imagination, 
and anticipated -our happinefs by profecuting: our fiecefs 
through the different fteps ‘of promotion, till I ‘arrived iat 


the rank of prime minifter, and ‘he to that of my, firft 8 


fecretary. 4 
Intoxicated with thefe sean, I went to ‘he ordinary; Vs 

where, -mmeeting with Banter, I communicated ie Grhble ; 

affair . confidence to him, ete ia “— an panna 

é me o an ote ‘with pier patience, thew € 

me, good while with | Took of difdain, prot éd, 

“ your bufinefs is done, you think !”—*« As good as 
done, ‘[ believe,” faid J. ss) H tell you,” replied Hes! 
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*¢ what will do it more effectually—-a halter—’Sdeath ! 
fh 1 had been fuch a gull-to two fuch fcoundrels as. Strut- 
«well ence IT would without any more ado tuck 


‘te myfelf up.? Shocked at’ this exclamation, I defired 


him, with Sie confufion, to explain himfel€: upon which 
he gave me to underitand, that Straddle was a poor con- 
temptible wretch, who.lived by borrowing, and pimping 
for his fellow peers ; that, in confeqnence of this laft ca- 
pacity, he had doubtlefs introduced me to Strutwell, who 
was fo notorious for a paffion for his own fex, that he was 
amazed his character had never reached my ears 5: anhd.that 
fo far from being able to obtain for. me the peli: be had 
promifed, his intereft at court: was fo low,. that. he could 
{carce provide for.a fuperannuated footman once a+year in 
the cuftomsor excife ;—that it was a common thing for him 
toamufe ftrangers, whom his jackals run down, with fuch 
affurances and careffes as he had beitowed on me, until he 
had {tripped them of their cafh, and every thing valuable 





about them, very often of their chaftity, and then leave | 


them a prey to want and infamy—that he allowed his. fer- 
vants no other wages than that part of the {poil which 
they could glean by their induftry—and that the whole of 
his conduét: towards me was fo glaring, that nobody.who 
knew any ‘thing of. mankind could, have been miles npn 
by his infinuations. 


LT leave ‘the reader to judge how I relithed this piece of 
information, which precipitated me from the moft exalted 


pinnacle of hope to the loweft abyfs of. defpondence, and 
well nigh determined ihe to take Banter’s advice, and finihh 
my chagrin with a halter. L[hadno room to fufpedt the 
veracity of my friend, becaufe, upon recollection, I found. 
every cireumftance of Strutwell’s behaviour exadly. tal- 
lying with the charaéer he had_ deferibed : his hugs, em- 
braces, {queezes, and eager looks, were now no longer a 


myftery—no more than his defence of Petronius, and the 
jealous frown of his valet de chambre : ges: it rome : ad 
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eR ead Sees Sas Seek ee: Tes HA Be XVL. bio pasta ; 
! attem! bt to recover my watch ane Naish but to 10. pur se ae 

| refolvete revenge my/elf on Strutwell by my importunity— 
am reduced to my laj? guinea —obliged to inform Strap of. 
my neceffity, who is almof? diftraded with the news—but 
neverthelefs obliged topawn my befi {word for present fub- 
Sifteace—that {mall fupply being exhaufied, Lam almof} 
. flupified with my, misfurtune—go to the. gaming-table: by 

- the advice of Banter, and come off with unexpetted fuc- 


: ce i—Strap’ 5 extafy-—Mrs. Gawky waits upen me, pro-, 


 feffes remarfe for her perfidy, and implores mY 6 aljifiance— 


- Ido myfelfa piece of jujlice by: her means, aud after-« 


wards reconcile her to her ele 


WAS js contended that 1 eae make no. o reply a po 
ter, who reproached me with great indignation for. 
having thrown away upon. rafcals that, which, had it been 
converted into ready money, ; would ‘have fupported the: 


rank of a gentleman for fome months, and enabled meat 


the fame. time. to/oblige my friends.. Stupified a3, was, - 
I could eafily divine the fource of his concern, but. fnealk a 
away in a folitary ‘manner, without yielding the leaft ans 
{wer to. his expoftulations, and began to deliberate With 
myfelf in what manner I fhould attempt to retrieve the 
inoveables I had fo, foolithly loft. 1 fhould have eee 

pine eC. 


it no -pobbery: to. take. them. again ae ing could | 
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this time, I believe it was in the jeweller’ s hands, though 
not in order to be mended ; for i it ftood i in need of no al- 
teration. uae 5 

Baulked in this piece of politics, T eur fed! my: Grapher, 
but refolved to play afurer game with the earl, which I 
thus. devifed. I did not doubt of being adimitted into. fa- 
miliar converfation with him as before, and hoped by fome 
means to get the watch into my hand, then, on pretence 
of winding or playing with it, drop it om the floor, which 
inall probability would diforder the work fo as to ftop its 
motion: This event would fernith me with an opportunity 
of infifting upon carrying it away inorder to be repaired ; 
and had this happened, I fhould have been in no hurry to 
bring it back. What ‘pity it was I could not find an oc- 
cafion of putting this fine fcheme in execution! When I 
went.to renew my vifit to his lordthip, my accefs to the 
parlour was as free‘as ever ; but, after Thad waited fome 
time, the valet dechambre came in with his lord’s coms 
pliments, and a deéfire to fee me to-morrow at bis levee, 
being at prefent fo much indifpofed that he could not fee 
company. I interpreted his theflage into. a bad-oimen, and 
- cameaway, muttering curfes againft his: lordflnip’s: polite: 
nefs, and: ready to go to loggerheads with myfelf for being | 
fo egregrioufly duped. But, that I might have fome fatis- 
faction for the lofs 1 had fuftained, I befieged him clofely 
at his levee, and perfecuted him with my folicitations, 
not without faint hopes, indeed; of reaping fomething 
nrore from my induftry thar’ the! babe: pleafure of making 
him unealy, though 1. could never obtain © ‘another: private 
hearing during the ‘whole courte of my attendance; nei- 
ther had I refolation enough to whdeceive Strap, whofe 
looks in’a little time were fo whetted with impatience, that 
whenever L caine home; his Bie devoured bes as it Sade 
with eagernefs of attention.“ - 

“At length, however, finding: HyRIF reduced | to: oo tafe 
guinea, fT was compelled” to difclofe: mry y rfecelfity, thoue 
1 ‘endeavoured to fweeten: ithe difcovery ‘by aoa 
him the daily ‘affurances'I' received ‘from my: i ; a Bt 
thefe promifes were riot of efficacy - Hficieat té fupp 
{pirits of my friend, whotto foo ¢ 
of ny finances than, uttering 
claimed, | se Tn the name ‘of o 
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order ‘6 comfort him, I faid that many ie my’ acquaint: 
ance,: who were in a worfe condition than we,’ {upported, 
not withitanding, the chara@er and appearancevof gentle- 


men, and advifing him to thank God, that we had as yet 


incurred no debt, propofed he fhould pawn my. {word of 
~ {teel inlaid with gold, and truft te.my diferetion for the 
reft. This expedient was wormwood and: gal! to poor 
Strap, who, in fpite of his mvincible affection for me, ftilk 
retained notions of economy and expence fuitable’ to the 


narrownefs of his education ; , neverthelets, he complied: 


with my requeft, and raifed feven pieces om the fword in a 
twinkling, This fupply, inconfiderable as it was, made 
me as. happy for the prefent as if I had five hundred 
pounds in bank; for by this time I was fo well filled in’ 
procraftinating every troublefome reflection, that the pro~ 
{ped of want feldom affeted me very: much, let it. be: ever’ 
fo near: and now, indeed, it was nearer than 1: imagined ; 3 
for my landlord, having occafion. for money. put me in! 
mind of my being indebted to him five guineas in lodging, 

and, telling me that he had a fum to make up, besdhee 
oid excufe his impertunity, and. difcharge the debt.- 


Though I could ill fpare fo much cath, my pride took: the a 


refolution of difburfing it, which I did in a cavalier man~ 


ner, after he had written a difcharge, telling him with ant 


air of fcorn and refentment, Lfaw he was refolved that I 
fhould not be long in his books, while Strap, who ftood: 
by, and knew my circumftances, wrung his hands’ in fe- 
cret, gnawed his nether lip, and turned’ yellow’ with de# 
fpair. Whatever appearance of indifference. my vanity 


enabled me to put on, I was: thunderftruck with this: des: 
mand, which] had no fooner. fatisfied than I haftened'inta 


company, witha view of beguiling my: cares: rae begukoit 
fation, or drowning them in wine. ies tel 

After dinner accordingly a party was’ “mat 7 
fee-houfe, from whence we adjour ned to’ thet W. 





inftead of fharing the mirth of the conipany, Bita as! | 
much chagrined at. their good’ humour asia” dainned foul! 
_ in hell would be at a’glimpfe of heaven.—In vain did Ee 
fwallow: bumper after bumper! the wine had loft its effea 








ie, and fo far from railing my dejegied {pirits, could? 


mate Lhad, (Strap exceted, }perceivdde mie amner ys and’ 
Vor. il, aus” 


not: even! lay me. afteep.—Banter _ who w ‘ash ‘theonly inti ae 
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when we broke up, eeproached me with pufillanimity, for 
being caft down atany difappointment that fuch a rafcal 
as Strutwell could be the .occafion of.—IL told him I did 
not at all fee how Strut well’s being a rafcal alleviated my 
misfortune: and gave him to underftand, that my prefent 
grief did not fo much proceed from tise difappointment, 
as from the low ebb of my fortune, which was funk to 
fomething lefs than two guineas.—At this declaration he 
cried, ‘* Pfhaw! is that all?” and affured me there were 
! a thoufand ways of living in town without: fortune, he. 
himfelf having fublifted many years entirely by his wit.— 

I expreffed my eager defire of being acquainted with fome 
of thefe methods, and he, without further expoftulation, 
bid me follow him.—He condu&ed me to a houfe under 
the piazzas in Covent Garden, which we entered, and 
having delivered our {words toa grim fellow, who de- 
manded them at the foot of the ftair-cafe, alecnted to the 
fecond ftory, where I faw multitudes of people ftanding 
reund two gaming tables, loaded ina manner with gold 
and filver.—My conductor let me know that this was the 
. honfe of a worthy Scotch lord, who ufi ing the privilege 
of. his peerage, had fet up a public gaming table, from 
.the profits. of which he drew a comfortable livelihood.— 
He then explained the difference between the /itters and 
the betters; charaéterized the firft as old rocks, and the 
Jaft as bubbles; and advifed me to try my fortune at the 
filver table, by betting a crown at a time.—Before I 
would venture any thing, I confidered the company more 
particularly, and there appeared fuch a group of villain- 
ous faces, that I was ftruck with horror and aftonifhment 
-at the fight ! 1 fignified my furprife to Banter, who- 
whifpered in my ear, that the bulk of thofe prefent were 
fharpers, highwaymen, and apprentices, who having em- 
bezzled their mafter’s cath, made a defperate posh i in this 
place, to make up their deficiencies. — — This account did 
not encourage me to hazard any part of my fmall pit- 
tance; but at length being teized the importunities Of 3 
amy friend, who affured me there was no danger of being | 
‘ill ufed, people being hired we e owner to fee juttice . 
done to every body; I began iking one fhilling, 

in jefs than an hour, my wion amounted to. ‘thirty 
Convinced by this time of the f irnefs ot the -amiess es Cia 
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animated with fuccefs, there was no need for any further 
perfuafion to continue the play; 1 lent Banter (who fel- 
dom had any money in his pocket) a guinea, which he 
earried to the gold table and loft in a moment.— He would 
have borrowed another, but finding me deaf to his argu- 
ments, went away in a pet.—Mean while my gain advan- 
ced to fix pieces, and my defire of more increaied in. pro- 
portion; fo that I moved to the higher table, where I 


Jaid half a guinea on every throw, and fortune ftill fa- . 


vouring me, I became a fitter, in which capacity I re- 
mained until it was broad day; when I found mylelf, af- 
ter many pH USES, one hundred and fifty guineas in 
pocket. | ai 

Thinking it now high time to retire with my booty, I 
afked if any body would take my place, and made a mo- 


y 


tion to rife ; upon whichan old Gafcon, who fat oppofite - 


tome, andof whomI had won a little money, ftarted up 
with fury in his looks, crying, ‘* Reflez, foutre, ‘reflez, al 
‘¢ faut donner moi mon ranvanchio |’ At the fame time a 


Jew, who fat near the other, infinuated, that I was more. 


beholden to art than fortune, for what I had got; that 
che had. obferved. me wipe the table very often, and that 
- fome of the divifions feemed to be greafy. This intima- 
tion produced a great deal of clamour apaintt me, efpe- 
cially among the Jofers, who threatened with many oaths 
and imprecations, to take me up by a warrant as a fharp- 


er, unlefs I would compromife the affair by refunding the. 
greateft part of my. winning.—Though I was. far from, 


being eafy under this accufation, I relied ‘upon | my inno- 


cence, threatened in my turn to profecute the Jew for de- 
famation, and boldly offered to fubmit. my c2 0 the 
examination of any juftice in Weftminfter ; bu 

themfelves too well to. put their charaéters ¢ 01 

and finding I was not to be intimidated into: 
fion, dropped their plea, and made way for: 
draw. I would not however ftir from the table unt 






Tfraelite had retraéted | what he had faid tomy dave 





tage, and afked pard n before t the whole affembly. 


As T marched out with my pr ize,, I happened to tread 


upon the toes of a tall, raw-boned fellow, with a hooked 
aiefe, fierce eyes, black ‘thick eye-brows, a ‘pig-tail wig 
of tid fame colour, and a formidable hat yoo over his. 
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Forehead: who ftood gnawing his fingers in’ the” crowd, 
and no fooner felt the application of my fhoe-heel, than 
te roared out ina tremendotis vorce, <¢ “Blood and wounds, 
«you fon of a whore! what’s that’ for ?”—I afked’par- 
don with a great deal of fubmiffion, and protefted I “had 
no intention of hurting him; but the more 1 humbled 
inyfelf the more he ftormed, and infifted upon gentleman: 
ly fatisfa@ion, at the fame titne ptovoking’me with’ {can- 
dalous naines, that I could not put up with; fo that 1 
gave a loofe to my patfion, returned his Billinofpate,, and 
challenged him to follow me down to the piazzas.— His 
indignation cooled as mine warmed, ‘he refufed my invi- 
tation, faying, he would. c huie his own time, and return- - 
ed towards the table muttering threats, which T neither 
dreaded nor diftn@ly heard; but deféending with great 
deliberation, received my fivord from the door-keeper, 
whom I gratified with a guinea according to the cuftom 
of the place, and went bomen a rapture of joy. mao 
’ My faithful valet, who had {at up all night ‘in the’ nt: 
moft uneafinefs on my account; let the in with his face: bes. 
flubbered with tears, and followed me to my chamber, 
where he ftood filent like a condemned criminal, in ex- 
- pe&ation of hearing that every fhilling was fpertt=F guei- 
fed the fituation of his thoughts, and affuming a fullen 
look, bid him fetch me fome water to wath.—He replied, 
without lifting his eyes from the ground, ** In my fimple 
# conjefture, you have more occafion for reft, not having, 
‘€ [fuppofe, flept thefe four and twenty hours.”—‘* Bring 
‘¢ me {ome water,” (faid I in a peremptory tone ;) upon 
which he fneaked away, fhrugging his fhoulders. Before 
he returned, Thad {pread my. whole fock on the table in’ 
the moft ‘oftentatious manner; fo that when it firft faluted 
his view, he ftood like one. intranced, and having rubbed 
his eyes more than once, to.aflure himfelf of his being 
awake, broke out into, ‘ Lord have mercy upon Uss 
« what a vat treafure is here2”—‘ ?Tis all our own, 
$f Strap, haa Fite AS ese take what. is. - eceffary, and redeeni - 


iA 





‘¢ the {word immediately. >see anced towards. He. 





table, ftopt fhort by the way, looked at the money and — 
me by turns, and: witha wildnefs in his countenance, pro- y 
duced from joy checked, by diftruft, cried, <¢ J dare fay: 
<* is honeftly come by. == To remove his: feruples,, I fon 
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him, acquainted with the whole ftory of my fuccefs, on 
hearing of which, he danced about the room, in an exta-_ 
fy, crying, ** God be praifed!—a white ftone!' God be 
‘¢ praifed! a white (tone!”—fo that I was afraid the 
fudden change of fortune had difordered his intelleéts, 
aid that he was run mad with joy.—Extremely concern-. 
ed at this event, I attempted to reafon him out of his 
frenzy, but to no purpofe, for without regarding what 1 
faid, he continued to frifk up and down, and repeat his 
rhaplody of, “ God be praifed ! a white ftone 1” At lat 
I rofe'in the utmoft confternation, and laying violent 
hands upon him, put a ftop to his extravagance, by fix~ 
ing him down to a fettee that was in the room.—This’ 
conftraint banifhed his delirium; he ftarted, as if jut 
awoke, and, terrified at my behaviour, cried, ‘‘ What is 


- the matter??? When he learned the ‘caufe of my appre-_ 


f 


henfion, he was afhamed of his tranfports, and told me, | 


that in mentioning the white ftone, he alluded to” the Dies 
fafti cf the Romans, albo lapide notati. 

Having no inclination to fleep, I fecured my cath, 
dreffed, and was juft going abroad, when the fervant of 
the houte told me, there was a gentlewoman at the door 
who wanted to fpeak with me. Surprifed at this infor- 
mation, I bid Strap fhow her np, and in lefs than a mi- 
nute faw a young woman ofa fhabby decayed appearance 
enter my room. After halfa dozen curt’fies, fhe began 
to fob, and told me her name was ye upon which 


I immediately recolleGed the features of Mifgs Lavement,, 
who had been“ the firft occafion of my misfortunes.— 


Though I had all the reafon in the world to trefent her — 
treacherous ufage of me, I was moved at her diftrefs, ‘and, 


profeffing my forrow at feeing her fo reduced, defired her’ 


to fit, and inquired into the particulars of her fituation.. 
She fell upon her knees, and implored my forgivenefs for. 
the injuries fhe had done me , protefting before God, th: 
fhe was forced again{t her toclitiation” into that hellifh ¢ 
{piracy , which had almoft deprived me of my life, by he 
entreaties of her ‘hufband, who, having been afterwards 
renounced by his fatheron account of his tharriage with: 
her, and unable to fupport.a family on his pay, lett’ his’ 
wife at her father’s houfe, and went with the regiment to 





Germany, where’ he was broke for mifbehaviour at the 
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battle of Dettingen, nee which’ Ga the ae heard no. 
tidings of him, sa then gave me to inderftand, with 
many fymptoms of penitence, that it was he er inisfortune 
to bear a child four months after marriage, by which her 
parents were fo incenfed, that fhe was turned out, of doors 
with the mfant, that died foon after, and | had hitherto 
fubfifted, ina miferable indigent manner, on the extorted. 
charity ofa few friends, who were now quite tired of 
giving; that, not knowing where or how to. fupport her- 
felf one day longer, the had fled for fuccour even to me, 
who of all mankind had the leaft caufe to affift her, relying 
upon the generofity of my difpofition, ¥ vhich, fhe hoped, 

would be pleafed with this opportunity of avenging itlelf 
in the nobleft manner on the wretch who had wronged 
me.—I was very much affected with her. difcourfe, and. 
having no caufe to fufped the ‘fincerity ef her repentance, 
raifed her up, freely pardoned ail fhe had done againik 
me, and promifed to befriend her as much as Tay, in my. 
power. 

Since my lat ae in London, - had made no ad- 
‘wances. to the apothecary, imagining it would. be impof-. 
fible for me to make my. innocence appear, fo. unhappily. 
‘was my accufation circumftanced: Strap indeed had Ja- 
boured to juftify me ta the fchoolmafter ; but fo far from 
fucceeding in his attempt, Mr. Concordasice dropt. all cor-, 
refpondence. with him, becaule he refufed to quit his, 
connegtion. with me. —-Things being. in this fituation, £ 
thought a fairer opportunity of vindicating | nly character. 
‘could not. offer, than that which now prefented atfelf 
therefore ftipulated with Mrs, Gawky, that before Tyield- 
ed her the leaft afliftance, the fhould do mie the juftice to 
clear my. reputation, by explaining upon oath before a 
magiftrate, the whole. of the confpiracy, as it had been 
ve xecuted again{t me.—W hen me had given me this. fatit-. 
fagion, i prefented her with five guineas, a. fum fo much. 
above her expeciation, that. fhe could fearce -believe 
-évidence of her fenfes, and ww, to. worfhip 
my benevolence.—The. déclarati figned with: he 
hand, I fent to her father, who, upon. recolledting and 
comparing the circumftances of m charge, was cony: 
of my integrity, and waited onme next day, in com 
with his friend the fchoolmafter, to whom: he bad cor 
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nicated. my Vindication.—After ‘futdal falutation Mon- 
fieur Lavement began a Jong apology for the unjuft treat- 
ment I received ; but I faved him a good deal of breath, 
by interrupting his harangue, and affuring him, that fo: 
far from entertaining any refentment. againft him, I 
thought myfelf obliged to his lenity, which allowed me_ 
to efcape, after fuch {trong prefumptions of guilt appear- 
ed againft me. Mr. Concordance thinking it now his 
turn to fpeak, oblery ed, that Mr. Random had too: much © 
candour and fagacity to be difobliged“at their condud, 
which, all things confidered, could not have-been other-_ 
wile, ‘with any honefty of intention, “ Indeed, gad he, 
«« if the plot had been unravelled to us by any fupernata- 
«« ral intelligence ; if it had been whifpered by a genie, 
** communicated by a dream, or revealed by an angel . 
“© from on high, we fhould have been to blame in credit-_ 
*< ing ocular demonftration; but as we were left in the 
we milt- of mortality, it cannot be expected we {fh uld be. 
ee incapable. of impofition.—I do affure you, Mr, Rar 
** dom, no. man on earth is more pleated than I am at the 

«* triumph of your charaéter : and as the news of ° your 

«© misfortune panged me to the very. entrails, this mani-— 

“¢ feftation of your imocence makes my midri if qbiver 

«* with joy.”—I thanked him for his concern, defired 
them to undeceive thofe of their acquaintance who sage 
harfhly of me, and haying treated them: witha glafs of 
wine, reprefented to Lavement the deplorable C nition 

of his daughter, and pleaded her caufe ally, that, . 
he. confented to fettle a {mall ahnui y her for Te 2 but. 
could not be perfuaded to take Hers becaul hier ma-_ 
ther was fo much incenfed that fhe v poulc i c 
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ay purclafe.t new lothes—reprimand Sereaoell, and Stra 
—Banter propofes another matri oS 
t of his terms—fet out for Bath in the hi ‘age coach, with, 
young. lady and her mother—the behav f an off 

a Agente our. Bed a travellers d: Jae 











ae 4 AVING finithed this ede to my fatisfadtion, 16 found | | 
eee pay at eafe, and, looking upon the 
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gaming-table asa certain refource- for a gentleman in 
want, became more gay than ever. “Althongh my clothes. 
were almoft as good as new, I grew afhamed of wearing 
them, becaufe I thought every body by thi 6 time had got 
an inventory of my wardrobe: for which reafon I difpofed 
of a good part of my apparel to a falefman in ‘Monmouth- 
{treet for half the value, and bought two new fuits with 
the money : oT lak cewite purchafed a plain gold watch, def- 
pairing of recovering that which I had fo foolithly given 
to Strutwell, whom, notwithftanding, I ftill continued 
to vifit at his levee, until the ambaflador he Had mentioned © 
fet out -with a fecretary of his own aie I thought 
myfelf then at liberty to expoftulate with his lordfhip, 
whom I treated with great freedom in a letter for amufing 
me with vain hopes, when he neither had the power nor 
inclination to provide for me. Nor was I lefs referved 
with Straddle, whom J in perfon reproached for mifrepre- 
fenting to me the charaé@er of Strutwell, which I did not 
fcruple to aver was infamous in every refpea. “He feemed 
very much.enraged at my freedom, talked a great deal 
about his quality and honour, and began to make fome 
comparifons, which I thought fo injurious to mine, that I 
demanded an explanation with great warmth, and he was 
mean enough to equivocate, and corndetsend in fuch a_ 
manner, that I left him with an hearty contempt of his 
behaviour. © 
About this time Banter, who had obferved a ferrin 
and fadden alteration in my appearance and difpofition, 
began to enquire very minutely into the caufe, and as I 
did not think fit to. tet him know the true ftate of the af- 
fair, left he might ‘make free with my purfe, on the 
ftrength of having propofed the fcheme that filled it, I 
told him that Lhad received a {mall fupply from a relation 
in the country, who at the fame time had promifed to ufe 
all. his intereft (which was not fmall) in foliciting fome_ 
pot for me, that would make me eafy forlife. « If that” 
Pf* he the: cate?” faid Banter, oh peek 1s you won't care ~ 
© to mortify yourfelfa little in making your fortune ano- 
_“ ther way—I have a- relation who’ is to fet out for. Bath 
a: next week with an oT cana ‘bi hee Hie 
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“key merchant, atta ae a year a00, ‘and left nee with 


a fortune of twenty thoufand pounds, under thé fole 
management of her mother who is my kinfwoman.’ 1] 


‘would have putin for the plate myfelf, but there i is a 


‘breach at’prefent between the old woman and me. You 


-muft know that fometime ago I borrowed @ fmall fom 
of her, and promifed, it feems, to pay it before a ole 


tai time; but, being difappointed in my expeéatior 


‘of money from the country, the day elapfed without my 


heing able to take up my hote; upon which, fhe wrote 
a peremptory letter, threatening to arreft me; ifT did 


‘ not pay the debt inimediately : nettled at this — precife 


behaviour, I fent a damned fevere anfwer, ‘which enra- 
ged her fo much, that fhe agually took’ ‘out a writ 
againft tie: whereupon, finding the thing grow ferious, 
IT gota friend to advance the money for me, difcharged 
the debt, went to her houfe, ‘and: abufed’ her for her 
unfi riendly dealing. She was: ‘provoked by’my reproach 


“es, and fcolded in her tnra. “Lhe‘littlé deformed urchin 
“joined her mother with ftrch virulence and volubility of 


tohgne, that I ‘was fain to make my retreat, ‘after vha- 


ving been ‘honoured with @ great many feandalous. epi- 
thets, which gave me plainly to undetfland, that: { had 


nothing to‘expe& from the efteem of the one, or the af. i 


feétion of the other. As they are both utter ftrangers 
tolife, itisa thonfand to one but the girl will be pick- 
ed ‘up ‘by fone fcoundrel or other’ at Bath, if 1 don’t 


provide for her otherwife. You are'a wéll-looking fel’ 
‘ow, Random, ‘and can behave as dem 
Now, if you will give me an obligation for five hundred 
| four marria ape, Tt 

will put you ina method of carrying her in {p ite of all ‘3 





pounds to be paid Gx months after } 





oppofition.” 


This propofal was too advantageous for me. to be refas 

fait : the writing: was immediately drawn up, and executed ; 
te 

and Banter giving me notice of the time when, ‘and hod igs 

ages coach in which they were ‘to fet ‘out, ‘I sé ie ae 





‘the fame convenience, and having hir 
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my miftrefs,) nor even. perceiving the sacha, and fex- 
of my fellow- travellers, although I guefled that the coach 
was full, by the didiculty 1 found in feating myfelf.— 
The firft five mmutes paffed in a general flence, when. all 
of a fudden, the coach heeling to one fide, a. boifterous 
voice pronounced, « To the’ right and left, cover your 
«* flanks, damme! whiz!’ I eafily difcovered by the tone 


‘and matter of this exclamation, that it was uttered by a 


fon of Mars; neither was it hard to conceive the profef- 
fion of another -perfon, who fat oppofite to me, and ob- 
ferved,; that we ought to have been. well fatistied of the 
fecurity, before we entered upon the. premifes.—Thefe 
two fallies had not the defired eflect: we continued a good 
while as mute as before, till at length the gentleman of 
the fword, impatient of longer filence, made a fecond ef= ~ 
fort, by {wearing he had got into a meeting of Quakers. 

~—‘* [believe fo too,” {aid a fhrill female voice, at my left 
hand, ‘for the fpirit of folly begins to move.” Out 


be! with it then, madam,” replied. the foldier. < You feem 


“‘ to have no occafion for a midwife,” cried the lady.— 
“¢ D—n my blood |’. exclaimed the other, ‘¢.a man can’t 
aS, talk, toa woman. but fhe immediately thinks of a mid- 


«6 wife, ’——*¢ True, Sir,” faid fhe, ‘* I long to be deli- 
“ oe Fats What ! of a moufe, madam ?’’ faid he—. 


“e No, Sir,” faid the, ** of a fool.”—<* Are you far gone - 
‘€ with fool?” faid he, ‘* Little more than two miles,” 
faid fhe. ‘* By Gad you're a wit, madam,” cried the 
officer, I with I could with any juftice return the com- 
‘ pliment,” faid the lady. ‘*-Zounds!—lI have done,” 
faid he. ‘* Your bolt is foon thot, according to. the pro-. 
“© verb,” faid {he. The warrior’s powder was quite {pent; 
the lawyer advifed him to drop the profecution ; and a. 
grave matron, who fat on the left hand of the viéorious 
wit, told her fhe muft not let her tongue run fo faft among 
ftrangers. This reprimand, foftened with the appellation 
of child, convinced , me; that the fatirical lady .was ne. 







» other than Mits Snapper, » and I refolyed to regulate my, ‘ 
-condué accordingly.. The champi fo. 
- fmartly handled, changed his batte 







Ny, finding him{ 
ry, and. began to 
tiate on his own exploits. “ You talk of fhot; Ma 
faid he, ‘* damme! [have both given and received 
«€ Shot in my time——1 was. wounded oe the the 
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pifto] ball at Dettingeny. where—I fay nothing—but 


by G—d! if it had not been for me—all’s one for that 


«« —I defpife boafting, damme! whiz!””—So faying,’ he 
whiftled one part, and hummed another of the Black. Oke j j 
then, addrefling himlelf to the lawyer, went on thus: 
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faid I, “© did you lofe it?” faid I... PD hat’s nothing to. oes 


ce 


Wouldn't you think it damned hard, after having, at 
the rifk of your life, recovered the ftandard of a regi- 
ment that had been loft, to receive no preferment for 
your pains! I don’t chufe to name no names, fink me! 
but, howfomever, this | will refer, by G—d, and that 


is this—a mufqueteer of the French guards, having ta-. 


ken a ftandard from a certain cornet of a certain regi- 

ment, damme! was retreating with the prize as faft as 
his horfes heels could carry him, fink me! upon which, 
I fnatched up a firelock that belonged toa dead man, 

damme! whiz! and {hot his horfe under him, d—n my 
blood! The fellow got upon his feet, and began to re- 

pofe me; upon which 1 charged my -bayonet breaft- 

high, and run him through the body, by G-—d One 
of his comrades, coming to his afliftance, fhot me in 
the fhoulder as 1 told you before, and another gave me 
a confufion on the head with the butt-end of his car- 
bine; but damme, that did not fignify—Lkilled one, | 
put. the other to flight, and, taking up the ftandard, 
carried it off very deliberately. But the bet joke of all 
was, the fon of a b— df a cornet, who had furrendered 
it in a cowardly manner, feeing it in my: fommacrgeh de- 
manded it from me in the front of the line.” “* Don 

iny blood,” fays he, ‘* where did you find nie ftand- 
ard??? fays he. <« D—n my blood,” faid I, ** wherey? 






you,” fays he; fees my ftandard,” fays he, «© and” 


& ze G—d, Pll have it,” fays he. ‘* D—n—tion’ feize 


>” faysI, “* if you fhall,’? fays L se til Tbave firft 
‘dalecs red it to the general,” faysZ: and accordingly [ 
tL to the head aes after the battle, a ar 
9 my Lord Stair, who promifed to do f 
® more than i a poor, lieutenant ti 
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and afked’ aE the. andes was ae rentye a els bes) § 
canfe in that cafe the law would. compel. the - general | to ‘7 
perform it—but underftanding that the: promife was: 
during a fete a téfe, over a bottle, without being. reftr 
. to. time.or terms, he pronounced it not. validin law, pro. 
ceeded to inquire into the particulars of the batgle, and 
_afirmed, that, although the Engliih had drawn themfelves 
into a -premunire at firft, the French managed tlieir 
fo lamely in the courfe of their difpute, that they would 
have been utterly nonfuited, had they not. obtained a molt. 
br ofequi.—In {pite of thefe en! ivening touches, the conver-" 
fation was like to fuffer another long-interruption, when the 
lieutenant, unwilling to conceal any of his accomplifhments 
that could be difplaved’ in his prefenit fituation, offered to 
regale the company with a. fong, and, interpreting: our’ 
filence into a déefire of hearing, began to warble a fafhion-. 
able air, the firft {tanza of which he pronounced thus: 








«. *f Would you tak the moon- ty?d, janice | 
 & Toyon flagrant beau repair 5 = 
», $&Where, .waving with the poppliug: vow, 
+f! The | bautling fine will fheiter you,’ Shae. 
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Fhe fenfe of the reft ie eters as ha went ¢ on, with . 
fuch furprifing facility, that I could not help thinking he 
had been at fomie pains to burlefque the performance. 
Mifs Snapper afcribed jt to the true canfe, namely, igno- 
rance, and, when be afked her how fhe relithed the mufic, 
anfwered, in her opinion, the mufic and the’ words were 
/ muchof apiece. “ OQ! dn my blood ! 4 fasd Ke, “f° F* 
. “etake that as a high’ coinplimeént 5: for every body? allows | 
“© the wordscare damnable: fine: “* ‘They may be fo,’” 
replied the lady," for ace t knows: but they. are above’ 
<< my comprehenfion.”’—*. Lan’t: obliged to find you com-— 
© prehenfion, Madam, curfe me!” cried he- HE meee nor 
we Ete: “gee: mente: = neither,” faid 4 : eth et 













tneifou: andy ‘dofaination.’ © ‘i 
foldier; > «¢ God vee ia al ati 
«loft blood: ia: hisscaufe,. therefo 
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* to him but by G—d, I duce fay any thing to any 
«© other man.”—* No, ” faid the lawyer; you dare not 
<< call me a rogué.” —* Damme, for why 2”) faid the 
other, —‘* Becaule,” ‘replied the counfellor, ** I fhould 
“< have a good adtion againft you, and recover.”—“* Well, 
<< well,” cried the officer, ‘‘-if I dare not call you a rogue, 
er Sine think you one, damme!” This ftroke of wit he 
accompanied with a loud laugh of felf-approbation, which 
unluckily did not affe& the audiences but.effe@ually filen- 
ced his antagonilt, who did not open his mouth for the {pace 
of an hour, except to clear his pipes with fhree seine which, 
however, produced. nothing. 









CHAP, XVII. 


Day bridking. Thave the pleasure of viewing ag 
Mifs Snapper, whom Thad not feen before— OL 
witty upon me—is offended—talks much of his we mee 
reprimanded by a grave gentlewoman-——we are digymed 
with the cry of highwaymen—I get out of the coach, ‘ti id 

fiand on my own defence—they ride off without having a 

tacked us—I purfue them—one of them is thrown from 
his horfe, and taken—I return to the coach—ami compli- 
mented by Mifs Snapper—the captain’s behaviour on this 
occafion—the prude reproaches mein a foliloquy—I up- 
braid her in the fame manner—the behaviour of Mars. 
Snapper at breakfaft difobliges me—the lawyer 3 ce witty 

: upon the officer who threatens him. 





¥N the mean time day breshiags in upon us, dittovered oo 
§ toone another the faces of their fellow- -travellers, a tdi 
f had the good fortune to find. my miftrefs not quite fo 
deformed nor difagreeable as the had been reprefented to 
me. Her head, indeed, bore fome refemblance to a ha ne. 4 
et, the edge being reprelented' by her face; but : fhe: Bada 
certain delicacy in her complexion, and a great Wien eet 
vivasiny in her eyes, which were very large a c 

hough the protuberance of her breaft, w 
der d alone, feemed to 3) her pbiengede us \ 
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if it fhould be my fate to poffefs twenty igen’ pounds 
encumbered with fuch.a wife. I began, therefore, to de- 
liberate about the mot probable means of acquiring the 
conqueft, and Was fo much engroffed by this idea, ‘that I 
fcarce took any notice of the reft of the people in the. 
coach, ‘but revolved my profpe@ in filence, while the con- | 
verfation was maintained as before by the objeé& of my 
hopes, the fon of Mars, and the barrister, who by this 
time had recolleged himfelf, and talked in terms as much 
asever. At length a difpute happened, ‘which ended ina 
wager to be determined by me, who was fo much abforbed 
in contemplation, that I neither heard the reference nor 
the gueftion which was put_to me by each in his turn. 
Affronted at my fuppofed contempt, the foldier with great - 
\wociferation {wore, I was either dumb or deaf, if not both, 
and that I looked as if I‘could not fay boh to a gocfe.— 
Aroufed at this obfervation, I fixed my eyes upon him, 
and pronounced, with emphafis the interjection boh ! Upon 
which he cocked. nis hat ina fierce manner, and cried, 
nme, ‘Sir, what d’ye mean by that?” Had I in- 
te ded to anfwer him, which by the bye was not my de- 
‘fign, I fliould have been anticipated by mifs, who told 
him my meaning was to fhew, that I could cry bch to a 
-goofe, andlaughed very hear euy, at my laconic reproof. 
Her: explanation. and mirth did not help to appeafe his 
wrath which broke out in feveral martial inf nuations, 
foch.as—‘* I do not underftand fuch freedoms, damime !—— 
«< D—n my blood! I’ma gentleman, and bear the king’s 
* commifion—’Sblood! fome people deferve to have 
their nofes pulled for their impertinence.” I thought to 
have checked thefe ejaculations by a frown, becaufe he. 
had talked fo much of his valour, that I had long ‘ago 








a rated him an afs in a lion’s fkin; but, fo far from an{wer- 


ing my expedtations, , dhe took umbrage at the contraion 
of my “brow s, {wore he did not value my fulky look a fig’ as 
end, and protefted he feared no man breathing. lifs 
Snapper faid, the was very glad to find herfelf in company 
with a man of fo imuch courage, W. fhe did not. oubi a 
would protea us all from the mpts of highw eae 
‘during our journey. ‘“* Make your 

«¢ that head, Madam,” repli ed the 
‘* a pair of pittols (here bie, ay 
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‘« horfe-oficer at the battle of Dettingen—they are dou- 
« ble-loaded, and if’ any highwayman in England robs 
*< you of the value of a pin, while Ihave the honour of 
‘¢ being in your company, d—n my heart.” “When he 
had expreffed himfelf in this manner, a prim gentlewoman, 
who had fat filent hitherto, opened her mouth, and faid, 
fhe wondered how any man could be fo rude as to pull out 
fuch weapons before ladies. ‘‘ Damme, Madam,” cried 
the champion, ‘‘ if you are fo much afraid at fight ofa 
«¢ piftol, how d’ye propofe to ftand fire if there fhould. be 
“€ occafion ?” She then told him, that if fhe thought he 
could be fo unmannerly as to ufe fire arms in her prefence, _ 


_ whatever might be the occafion, fhe would get ont of the 


coach immediately, and walk to the next village, where 
fhe might procure a convenience ‘to herfelf. Before he 


‘could make any anfwer, my.Dulcinea interpofed, and ob- 


¥ 


ferved, that, fo far from being offended at a gentleman’s 
ufing his arms in his own defence, fhe thought herfelf very 
lucky in being along with one by whofe valour fhe ftood a 

good chance of faving herfelf from being rifled... The py 
caft a difdainful look at mifs, and faid, that peop! 
had but little. to lofe are fometimes the moft- folic 










about preferving it. The old lady was affrouted at this 


inuendo, and took notice, that people ought to be very 
well informed before they fpeak flightin gly of other pec 
fortunes, left they difcover their own envy, and make ee ie 
felves ridiculous. The daughter declared; that fhedidnot 





“pretend to vie with any body i in point of riches, and if the 


lady who infifted upon non- -refiftance, would promife to in: _ 
ugh: us all for the lofs we fhould ee fhe mile . : 













as He! was, the relerved aay made no other ae ce . 
feornful. ide and a tofs of her head. I was very W 
pee with the ges of ot fan nee even ha (2) 





Be hers ii ofa fudden an rode up s the Poewe he : cs 


e ae told us lis in a ae fee at that two men on Ls tae Baek ae 







| -profecution for robbery, In the 
Strap coming up witha crowd « 
‘ferent kinds af weapons, and am 

x who no fooner perceived the t 
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began. tofcream, hér daughter grew pale, ‘the hace Jady 


pulled out her purfe to be in readinefs, the lawyer’s teeth. 
chattered, while he pronounced, «¢ *Tis no matter—we’l! — 
-*€ fue the county, and recover 5” the captain gave evident 


figns of confufion, and I, after having commanded the 

coachman to top, opened the door, jumped out, and in- 
vited the warrior to follaw me; but, finding him back- 
ward.and aftonifhed, I took his piftols, and gi iving them 
to Strap, who, by this time, had alighted, and trembled 


--very much, I mounted on horfeback ; and taking my own 


{which I could better depend upon) from the holfters, 
cocked them both, and faced the robbers, who were now 
very near us. Seeing me ready to oppofe them on horfe- 


‘back, and another man armed a-foot, they made a halt, 
Yaak fous di ftance to reconnoitre us, and after having rode 
round us twice, myfelf ftill facing about as they rode, 
went off, the fame way they came, at a hand gallop. A 
-gentleman’s fervant coming up with a horfe at the fame 
time, I offered him a crown to affift me in purfuing them, 


h he no fooner accepted than I armed him with the 
er’s piftols, and we galloped after the thieves, who, 
ufting to the fwiftnefs of their horfes, ftopped till we 


came wi within fhot of them, and then firing at us, put their 
- Mags to the full fpeed. We followed them as faft as our 


beafts could carry us, but not being fo well mounted as 


they, our efforts would have been to little purpofe, had 
mot the horfe of one of them. ftumbled, and thrown his 
- wider with fuch violence over his head, that he lay fenfe- 
Jefs when we came up, and was taken without the leaft op- 


pofition, while his comrade confulted his own fafety in 
flight, without regarding the diftrefs of his friend. We 


fcarce. Ohad 4 time to make ourfelves matters of his. arms, and tie 


his. hands ‘together, before he recovered his fenfes, when, 
learning his fituation, he affected furprize, demanded te 
know by what ‘authority we ufed.a } 
manner, and had the impudence to. 












than he cried with great em 
“ who robbed me an hour ag 


cou n ret 
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** canvas bag. > Fie. was sant diately fearched, and the 
money found exadily as it had been defcribed : upon which, 
we committed him to the ‘charge of the countryman, who 
carried him'to the town of Hounflow, which it feems the « 
farmer had alarmed ;. and I having fatisfied the footman for 
his trouble, saccotdives to promile, returned with Strap 
to the coach, where I found tlie captain and lawyer bafy- 
In adminiftering {melling-bottles and cordials to the grave 
lady, who had gone intoa fit at thenoife of the firing. 
“When I had taken my, feat, Mifs Snapper, who from 
the coach had feen every thing that happened, made me _ 
a compliment on iny behaviour, and faid fhe was glad to 
fee me returned,» without having received any injury ;rher 
mother too owned herfelf obliged to my refolution ; and. 
the lawyer told me, that I was entitled by a@ of parlia~ : 
ment to a reward of forty pounds, for’ having apprehend= . 
eda highwayman.—The foldier obferved,-with a counte- 
nanice in which impudence and fhame ftruggling produced 
fome diforder, that if I had not been in fuch a dami 
hurry: to'get out of the coach, he would have fecured : 
rogues cffectually, without all this buftle and lofs « “t 
by. a{cheme which my heat and ‘precipitation ru 
« For my own part,” continued he, «© I am ale 
ce tremely cool on thefe occafions.”— —-** So it appear ( 
€€ your trembling,” faid the young: lady:—*De 
« damnation !” ‘cried he, “ your fex protects XN 
«dam: if any man on earth durft tell: me fo much, 
‘* fend him to hell, damm my heart ! in an in ftant.- 
faying, he’ ‘fixed ‘hid eyes upon ‘me,’ and: atked: 
feen bin tremble.—I Tanfwered \ without hefite 
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paultry coin, throw: perfons of honour into fuch « quan- 
daries as. might endanger their lives; and profeffed her 
furprize, that women were not afhamed to commend fuch 
brutality. At the fame time vowing, that for the future 
fhe would never fet foot ina flage- -coach, if.a private con- 
venience.could be had for love or money. __ 

Nettled at her remarks, 1 took the fame method of con- 
_ -veying my fentiments,, and wondered in my turn, that 
any woman of common fenfe fhould be fo unreafc pubs as 
tee expeat that people, who had neither acquaintance nor 
connegtion with her, would tamely allow themfelves to be 

robbed and mal-treated, merely to. indulge her capricious 
humour. I likewife profeffed my aftonifhment at her in- 

~ folence and ingratitude in taxing a perfon with brutality, 
who deferved. ner approbation and acknowledgment ; 3. and 
fe . vowed, that if ever we should be affaulted again, I would 
leave her to the mercy of the fpoiler,, that fhe might know 
the value of my prote@ion, 
_. This perfon of honour. did not. think fit. to carry, on the 
altercation. any further, but feemed to chew. the end of . 
her’ refentment with the creft-fallen captain, while-I en- 
tered into. difcourfe with my charmer, who was the more 
pleafed with my. converfation, as fhe had conceived a very. 
indifferent opinion of my intelleés from my former.f lence. 
- | Miould have. had caule to be equally fatisfied with the 
 Sprightlinefs of her genius, could fhe have curbed her ima- 
gination with judginent ; ‘but fhe laboured under fuch a 
Aecuias of talk, that. I. dreaded. her unrul ly. tongue, . and — 

felt by anticipation the horrors. ofan eternal clack! How; 





ever, wh -confidered om the other: hand, the joys at- 
tending he “‘poffe fiion of twenty, thonland pounds, I for- 
got her imperfections, feized occafion - by the forelock, 


and endeavoured to. infinuate: myfelf into. her. atfeétion.— 

he. careful mother kept a. ftrié... watch cover her, and 
though fhe could not help behayi ayally 
frequent opportunities . of dife; ) ; 















and ‘telling hes fhe, mnt, bara | 
ri , ewe of {peech, | 
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that I fhould. find it no dificult inatter. to fapebfede her 
authority. 
“When we arrived at the place where’ we cwere to break- 
faft, Lalighted, and helped my miftrefs out of the ‘coach, 
as well: as her mother, who called for a private room, to 
which they withdrew, in order to eat by themfelves.—As 
they retired together, I perceived that Mifs had got more - 
twifts from nature than I had before obferved, being bent 
fideways into the figure of an S, fo that her progreffion 
very. much refembled that of a crab.—The prude alfo  - 
chofe the captain for her mefs- mate, and ordered break- 
faft for two only to be brought into another feparate 
room; while the lawyer and I, deferted by the reft of the 
companys, were fain to put up with each other. a was a 
good deal chagrined at the ftately referve of Mrs. Snap- 
per, who I thought did not ufe me with all the complai-* 
fance I deferved; and my companion declared, that he 
had been a staves thefe twenty years, and never kn 
the. ftage-coach rules fo much infringed before. “Asie ft 
honourable gelitlewoman, I could not conceive the meaning 
of her attachment to. the lieutenant ; and afked the law- 
yer if he knew for which of thé foldier’s virtues fhe ad- 
mired. him ;- the countellor facetioufly replied, *°T fuppofe Be 
*¢ the lady knows him to be an able conveyancer,and wants __ 
«¢ him to make a fettlement intail.’—I’ could t help — 
Jaughing at the archnefs of the barrifter, who er ertained 
me during. breakfaft with a good deal of wit of the fame oo 
kind, at the expence of-our felow-travellerss and among 
other things faid, he was forry to find the suas lady fad~ 
died, with fuch incnmbrances. oe. 
“When we had made an end ‘0 of our ‘repaft, and paid: ‘our 
reckoning, we went into the coach, took our ‘places, and 
bribed the driver with fizpence, to revenge. us on the reft 
of. his fare, ba hurrying. them. away in the midft ‘of their — 
: e performed to our fatisfagion, after he. had 





































eos : 
and davshter ee ‘the © ammidas firft,: 
the, coach door, + were. obliged, to. defire ‘the 
to get. in, becaufe the law er a 
our ‘tefentinent by our negle@:—They_ 
than the captain appeared, ag much 
a purfued’a dozen ania by: an ences a 
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aieted himfelf, pa a few. ae apart rhe. Gon a 
man for his impertinent, interruption ; and the lawyel Sie La 
forted him by faying, that if he had fuffered a 
through. the obftinacy of the defendant, he’ Hake. tye: 
an opportunity to-join iffue at the next ftage. : “This Jat ¢ ex- 
_preflion gave offence to the grave gentlewoman, — who told 
_ him,, if fhe was.a man, the would make him. repent of fuch. 
eas and thanked God fhe had never been in fuch 
company. before.—At this jnfinuation, ‘the captain thought 
himlelf under a neceflity of efpoufing the lady’s caule 3 
and accordingly threatened to. cut off the lawyer? $ ears, 
‘ifhe fhould give his tongue any. fuch’ liberties for thé’ fu- 
ture... The Pa countellor Preuss? simi and niverfal 
flenoes enfi Meth 
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r Trecho. te Abr atiate myfelf sai the mother, and am fa- : 
“poured. by accident—the. precife lady finds her hiifband, 
and mets the coach-—the. captain is difappointed of his 
| “<= We arrive. at: Bath—I accompany Mi ifs Snapper 
ie Long: 00m, where oe is attacked by Beau N—fh, 
uvus the laugh againft him—I make love toher, and 
pees ch—f uiire yer to ait affembly, pice a am 
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me fo much, ae Wd: if. Snappe a Vane my dil order, i is. 
a. pains oO di aes the, ios ne rat, ? the océafic ion, 


I Com pliment— 
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ae “ tran{por ts of Nareifja on feeing me at 
, charader of a gentleman—I am 
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attention ; the Gavantaces and dbdveitages attending 
fuch a match, were oppofed to one another by my ima- 
gination ; and at length my judgment gave it fo much in 
favour of the firft, that I refolved to profecute my {cheme, 
with all the addvets % in my power.—I thought I perceived 
fome concern in her countenance, occafioned by my filence, 
which the no doubt imputed to my difguft at her mother’s. 
behaviour ; and as I believed the old woman: could not 
fail of afcribing my mutenefs to the fame motive, I de- 
termined to continue that fullen condué towards her, and 
fall upon fome other method of manifetting my efteem for 
the daughter ; nor was it difficult for me to make her ac- 
quainted with my fentiments by the expreflion of my 
looks, which I modelled into the chara&ers of humility ’ 
aud love; and which were anfwered by her with all the 
fympathy and approbation I could defire. But when I 
began to confider, that without further opportun 
improving my fuccefs, all the progrefs. 1 had hithert 
could not much avail, and that fuch opportunitie: Id 
not be enjoyed without the mother’s permiffion, I con- 
cluded, it would be requifite to vanquifh her coldnefs and. ~ 
fufpicion, by my affiduities and refpe@fal | behaviour on 
the road; and fhe would in all likelihood invite me to vi- 
fit her at Bath, where I did not fear of being able ‘to is 
cultivate her acquaintance as le as ye ceflary — 







tga. 













tek, hag fhe aut not, with any y appearance of g 
manners, forbear to gratify my inclination, ~~ : 
When we arrived at our dining- place, we Foul all the 
eatables in the inn befpoke: by a certain nobleman, who- 
had got the fart of US 5 aie in all besa ses ee eae : 
and her mother umphr 








had 1 not ex rt beh 

landlord tha “glafs of wine, to ‘hid is 

entertainment of a couple of fowls and: fome" bacon, 
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hoped I would be fo kindas to fee her (cinibtieeis at Bath, 
—While I enjoyed myfelf in this manner, the precife la- 
dy had the good fortune to meet with her hufband, who 
was no other than gentleman, or in other words, valet de 
chambre to the. very nobleman whofe coach ftood at the 
door, Proud of the intereft fhe had in the houfe, fhe af- 


fected to fhew her power, by introducing the captain to 


her fpoufe,. as a perfon who had treated her with great ci- 
vility ; upon: -which he was invited toa fhare of their din- 


mer; while: the poor lawyer finding himfelf utterly aban- 
doned, made application to me, and was, through my 


‘atercelion. adinitted into our company. Fay fatif- 


fied our appetites, and made ourfeives very merry at the 


expence of the perfon of honour, the civil captain and 


complaifant hufband, I did myfelf the pleafure of difcharg-— 


ing} the bill by ftealth, for which I received a great ma- 
apologies and acknow ledgments from my guefts, and 
-imbarked at the firft warning —The officer was 
obliged at laft to appeafe his hunger with a luncheon of 
bread and cheefe, and a pint bottle of brandy, which he 
difpatched in the coach, curfing the inappetence of his 
Lordjhip, who had ordered dinner to be put back a whole 








= hour. ‘ 
Nothing remarkab! e happened hiee the remaining part 


of our journey, which was ended about twelve o’clock, 


when'I waited on the ladies to the honfe of a relation, in 


which they intended to lodge, and pafling that night in the 


inn, took lodgings next morning for myfelf. . 


av 


and found Mifs a good deal indifpofed w 
‘of the journey,—As they forefaw they fl 


The forenoon was fpent in, Ve every thing that was 


| wponth feeing in the place, which |] didvin company. with | 


a. gentleman to whom Banter had given me a_letter of 
introduétion ; 3 and in the afternoon I waited on the ladies, 
uthe eae 








fion for a male. acquaintance, to {quire then 
places, I was received with great cordiality, and i 
mother’s permiffion to condua& them next day to~ 


Long Room, which we no fooner entered, than the eyes. i 
of every body prefent were turned upon us; and. ye : 


we bed fnffered the. be aeees of. ee okay for. fome 
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abfervations, to my utter fhame and confufion.—I did not 
fo much condu& as follow my charge toa place, where 
fhe. feated cher mother and herfelf, with aftonifhing com- 
pofure, notwithftanding the unmannerly behaviour : oF: the 3 
whole company ; which feemed to be affumed merely to 
put her out of countenance.—The celebrated Mr. N.—fh, 
who commonly attends in this place as mafter of the ce- _ 
remonies, perceiving the difpofition of the affembly, took — 
upon himfelf the task of gratifving their ill: nature ftill 
farther, by expofing my miftrefs to the edge of his wit. 
With this view he approached us with many- bows and 
grimaces, and after having weicomed Mifs Snapper to the 
place, afked her, in the hearing of all prefent, if fhe 
could inform him of the name of Tobit’s:dog—I was fo 
much incenfed at his infolence, that I fhould certainly 
have kicked:him where he ftood, without ceremony, had 
not the young lady prevented the effects of my ind 
tion, by replying, with the utmoft vivacity, ‘© His name 
«© was N—th, and an impudent dog he was.” ‘This r re- 
partee, fo: unexpected and juft, raifed fuch | an univerfal. 
laugh at the aggreffor, that all-his affurance was infuficient 
to fupport him under their derifion ; fo that after he had 
endeavoured to compofe himfelf by taking fnuff, and fors 
cing a fmile, he was obliged to Yneak offin a very ludi-— 
crous attitude; while my Dulcinea was applauded to the 
fkies, for the brilliancy of her wit, and her acquaintance 
immediately courted by the bet people ofboth fexes in 
_ the room.—This event, with which 1 we ‘infinitely ae 
fed at firft, did not fail of alarming me, upon further re- 
flection, when I confidered, that the more fhe was caref- 
fed by perfons of diftin@ion, the more her pride would be 
inflamed,’ and confequently. the obftacles to my fuccefs _ 
multiplied and enlarged._Nor were my prefaging ar 
untrue.— That very night I perceived her a little intox 
cated Y the incenfe “fhe had ovina thoug fly 
fill behaved a a eee ec me, 1 ious Ww 


































or me ai arts of Biers or fended: ae me in ee 
ee and find means to make the mother of his. party. 
WTELO. ved, hele aaa to lofe no time, a1 and, beng 2 





to iced the ta wine them: found an pee Bie. im. 
fpite of the old gentlewoman’ S vigilance, to explain the 
- mneaning of my “glances i in the coach, by paying homage to 
_ her wit, and profefling myfelf enamoured of her perfon,— 
She blufhed at my declaration, and ina favourable manner 
_. difapproved of the liberty I had taken, putting me in mind 
*. ef - our being ftrangers to each other, and defiring I» 
would not bethe means of interrupting our acquaintance, ~ 
by any fuch unfeafonable ftrokes of gallantry for the fu- 
re.—_My ardour was effectually checked by this repri- 
es which was, however, delivered in fuch a gentle 
manner, that I had no caufe to be difobliged ; and the 
arrival of her mother relieved me from a dilemma, in 
1 fhould not have known how to demean myfelfa mi- 
onger.——Neither could I refume the eafinefs of carri- 
ith which | came in, my miftrefs ated on the referve, 
he converfation beginning to flag, the old lady in- . 
d her kinfwoman of the houle, and pened a hand 
















sero het nert epee at rath: H resets to hie the honour 
dancing with Mifs, She thanked me for the favour I 
“intended her, affured:me fhe never did dance, but. figni- 
fied a.defire of fecing the company ;. when-I offered my {er- 
“ice, which was accepted, not a little proud of being ex- 
empted trem appearing with her in a fituation, that, not- 
a withftanding my profeflion to the ecare was not at all 
agreeable to my inclination. 
. ‘Having fupped, and continued the: gaine, till fuch time. 
a8 ‘the: facceflive yawns of the mother warned: me to be 
g took amy leave, and went home, where I made: 
Strap very happy with an account of my progrels.—Next 
! ut a my y gayelt apparel, and went to drink tea 
S, % nee to So hos when a 














a aN Acti gly > we a ‘out for the ball Se 4 
pretty carly in the evening, and, took. poftelion of.a com 
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covered to be the adorable Narcifla! Good Heaven! what 

were the thrillings of my foul at that inftant! my reflec- 
tion was overwhelmed with a torrent of agitation ! my 
heart throbbed with furprifing violence! a fudden mift 
overfpread my eyes! my ears were invaded with a dread- 
ful found! I panted for want of breath, and, in {hort, was 
for fome moments entranced !—This firft tumult fubfid- 
ing, a crowd of flattering ideas rufhed upon my imagina- 
tion; every thing that was foft, fenfible and engaging 
in the character of that dear creature, recurred to my re~ 

“membrance; and every faveurable circumftance of my 
own qualifications appeared, in all the aggravation of felf- 
conceit, to heighten my expectation !—Neither was this 
-tranfport of long duration: the dread of her being alrea- 
dy difpofed of, intervened, and overcaft my enchanting 
reverie! My prelaging appreheng ion reprefented her en- — 
circled in the arms of fome happy rival, and .of confe. . 
quence fer ever loft to me! I was ftung with this’ fuggef- 
tion, and believing the perfon who conduéted her to be © 
the hufband of this amiable young lady, already devoted 
him to my fury, and ftood up to mark him for my ven-— 
geance ; when I recollected, to my unfpeakable joy, her 








brother, the fox-lunter, in the perfon ef her iba — 
Undeceived fo much to my fatisfa@ien in this particular, * 


I gazed in a frenzy of delight, on the irrefiftible charms 
of his filter, who no fooner diftinguifhed me in the crowd, : 
than her evident confufion afforded a happy omen to. my, 2 
flame.—At fight of me fhe ftarted, the rofes inftantly ‘vVa-. 
nifhed from her polifhed cheeks, and returned ina mo~ 
ment with a double glow, that overfpread her | lovely neck, ee 





while ber enchanting bofom heaved with ftrong emotions. ie 


—I hailed thefe favourable fymptoms, and lying in wait — 


for her looks did homage with my eo oes Re ee 


Be eis ha in this manner, it ney: he 
. ea m nee Tiauned. Milfs SEP ReEs ae 
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very little to her advantage.—It was not éven in my pow- 
“er to return diftind an{wers to the queftions fle afked 
from time totime, fo that the could not help obferving 
my abfence of mind; and, having a turn for obferva-_ 
“tion, watched my glances, and tracing them to the di- 
vine object, difcovered the caufe of my diforder. That 
fhe might, however, be convinced of the truth of her 
conjecture, fhe began to interrogate me with regard to .. 
Narciffa, and, notwithftanding all my endeavours to dif- 
guife my fentiments, perceived my attachment by my 
confufion.—Upon which, fhe afflumeda ftatelinefs of be- 
haviour, and fat filent during the remaining part of-the 
-entertainment.—At any other time I fhould have been 
prodigioufly alarmed at her fufpicion, but'at that inftant 
_ I was elevated by my- paflion above every other confidera-: 
tion.— The miftrefs of my foul having retired with her 
brother, I difcovered fo much uneafinefs at my fituation, 
that Mifs Snapper propofed to go home; and while I con-- 
duced. her to a chair, told me fhe had too great a regard. 
for me to keep me any longer in torment.» I feigned igno- 
rance of her meaning, and having feen her. fafely at her 
lodgings, took my leave, and went home in an extaly ; 
“where 1 difclofed every thing that had happened to my 
confidant and humble fervant Strap, who did not relifh the 
accident fo well as I expected ; and obferved, that .a bird 
_ in hand is worth two in the bufh.—“ But however,” faid 
he, ‘* you know beft,—you ‘|now:. beft.”’Next day as [ 
went to the bath, in hopes of feeing or hea ring fome tidings 
_ at iny fair enflaver, | was met by a gentlewo oman, who ha- 
ving looked hard at me, cried, «« O Chrift, Mr. Random!” 
Surprifed at this exclamation, I examined the countenance 
of the perfon who fpoke, and immediately recognized my 
old {weet-heart and fellow-fufferer Mifs Williams. 






J was mightily pleafed to find this unfortunate woman 





es er fuch a decent appearance, profeffed my joy at fee- 
ieee ing her fo well, .and defired to know ‘where I fhould have __ 
the pleafure of her converfation. She was as heartily Pe 
joiced at the apparent eafinefs of my fortune, and gave _ 
me to know, that fhe, as yet, had no habitation that‘) 
could properly call her own; but would wait on 
any place I fhould pleafe to pelle Use 


° 's 


“fhe was auc for the prefent, a thewed boxe 
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to my own lodgings, where, after a very affeCtionate fa. 
lutation, fhe informed me of her being very happy in the 
fervice of a young kady, to whom fhe was recommended 
by a former miftrefs deceafed, into whofe family fhe had 
recommended herfelf by. the hongft deceit we had concerted, © 
while fhe lived with me in the garret at Londbas—Bhe 
then expreffed a ‘vehement defire to be acquainted with 
the viciffitudes of my life fince we parted, and afcribed 
her curiofity to the concern fhe had for my intereft.—f 
forthwith gratified her requeft, and when I defcribed my. 
fituation in Suffex,. perceived her to attend to my ftory 
with particular eagernefs. -She interrupted me when I had 
finifhed that ,period, with: ‘¢ Good God! is it poffible 1? 
—and then begged I woald be fo good as to continue my 
relation ; which I did as briefly as I could, burning with 
impatience to know: the caufe of her furprife, about. ‘which 
I had already formed a very interéfting conje@ure.— 
When I had brought my adventures down to the pre~ 
fent day, fhe feemed very much affe@ed with the different 
circumftances of my fortune ; and faying with a {mile, fhe 
believed my diftreffes were now ata period, ‘proceeded to 
inform me, that the lady whom fhe ferved was no other 
than the charming Narcifla, who had honoured her with 
her confidence for fome time ;—in . confequence of which | 
truft, the had often repeated the ftory of John Brown, 
with great admiration and regard; that fhe loved to dwell 
upon the particulars of his charaéer, and did not. Porasy : 
to owna tender approbation of his flame.—I became de- 
lirious with this piece of intelligence, ftrained Mifs Wil- 


liams in my embrace, called her the angel of my happi- : 


nefs, and acted fuch extravagances, that fhe might have 
been convinced of my fincerity, had fhe not been fatis- 


fied of my honour before.—As foon as + was in°a con-. . 


dition to yield attention, fhe defcribed the prefent: fi uation — 
of her miftrefs, who had no fooner reached her ee Pe 
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her, and conte a of my being unengaged to any 
other ; and that though fhe did not doubt 1 would fpeedi- 
ly fallupon fome method of being introduced, fhe was fo 


impatient to hear of me, that the (WUfs Williams) had - | 


been fent abroad this very morning on purpofe to learn 
the name and charaéter I at prefent bore.—My bofom had 
been hitherto a ftranger to fuch a flood of joy as now 
rufhed upon it: my faculties were overborne by the tide ;_ 
it was fome time before I could open my mouth; and 
much longer ere I could utter a coherent fentence-—At 
length, I fervently requefted her to lead me immediately 
to the obje&t of my adoration: but fhe refifted my im- 
portunity, and explained the danger of fuch premature 
conduét.—‘** How favourable foever,” faid fhe, ‘* my la- 
*¢ dy’s inclination towards you my be, you may de- 
*« pend upon it, fhe will not commit the fmalleft tref- 
“< pafs on decorum, either in difclofing her own, or in 
« receiving a declaration of your paflion: and although 
<< the great veneration I have for you, has prompted me . 
<< to reveal what fhe communicated to me in confidence, 

- € T-know fo well the feverity of her fentiments with re- 
-€ fpe& to the pundtilios of her fex, that, if fhe fhould 
* Jearn the leaft furmife of it, fhe would not only dif- 
«¢ mifs me as a wretch unworthy of her benevolence, but ~ 
-*¢ alfo for ever fhun the efforts of your love.’’—I affented). 
to the juftnefs of her remonftrance, and defired fhe would. 
aflift me with her advice and direG@ion: upon which, it. 
was concerted between us, that, for the prefent, I fhould- 
be contented with her telling Narcifla, that in the courfe 
of her enquiries, fhe could only learn my name: and that 
if in a day or two I could fall upon no other method of 
being introduced, fhe would deliver a letter from me, 
on pretence of confulting her happinefs; and fay that 
I met her-in the ftreet, and bribed her to that piece of 
fervice.—Matters being thus adjufted, [kept my old ac- 





quaintance ta breakfaft, and learned from her converfa- 


tion, that my rival Sir Timothy had drank himfelf into 
an apoplexy, of which he died five months ago; that the | 
~ favage was {till unmarried, and that his aunt had beer 
- feized with a whim which he little expeéted, and chofen 
the {chool-maiter of the parith for her lord and hufban 
but matrimony not aprecing with her conititution - 
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had been he@ic and dropfical a good while, and was now 
at Bath in order to. drink the waters for the recovery of 
her health; that her niece-had accompanied her thither at 
her requeft, and attended her with the fame affection as 
before, notwithftanding the faux pas. fhe had committed ; 
and that her nephew, who: had been exaiperated at the 
lofs of her fortune, did not. ‘give his attendance ‘out of’. 
good-will, but ‘purely. to have an eye on his fitter, left’ fhe’ 
fhould likewife throw herfelfaway, without his confent‘or 
approbation. Having enjoyed ourfelves in this manner,” 
and made an affi ignation to meet next day at a certain 
place, Mifs Williams took her leave ; and. Strap’s. looks: 
being very inquifitive about the nature of the communi- | 
cation fubfifting between us, I made him acquainted with. 
the whole affair, to his great. piers and fatisfadion. | 


of H A Pp. Bea 
i become acquainted with Narciffa’ 5 brother, te invites Pie: 
to his houfe, where I am introduced to that adorable 
 creature—after dinner the Squire retires to take hisnap— 
Freeman, gueffing the fituation of my thoughts; withdraws: — 
likewife, on pretence of bufine[i—TI declare my paffior Aes 
Narciffa—am well received—charmed with her converfa~ 
-tion—the [quire detains us to fupper—I elude.  déefig ser aid 
feratigem, and get home aes . i eee 










N the EReFa6on I drank tea at the sitife of Mire Free-" 

man, to whom I had been recommended by’ Banter, 
where E had not fat five minutes till the fox hunter came: 
in; and, by his familiar behaviour, appeared to. be: inti-.~ 
“mate with my friend. Iwas at firft under fome concer oe 
left be fhould recolle@ my features ;. but when I found” 
myfelf introduced to him as a gentleman from Eondoi,. 
without being difcovered, I bleffed the “opportunity that: a8 
brought me into his. Sie oa pe oe. ye GOL rfe e 
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‘nounced mean honeft fellow, and, in fine, defired ourcom- 
. pany at dinner next day at his own houfe. My imagination 
was fo muck employed in anticipating the happinefs I was 
to enjoy the next day, that I flept very little that night, 
but, rifing up early inthe morning, went to the place ap- 
pointed, where I met my fhe-friend, and imparted to her 
my fuccefs with the {quire. She was much pleafed at 
the occafion, which fhe faid could not fail of being agree- 
able to Narciffa, who, in fpite of her paffion for me, had 
mentioned fome fcruples relating to my true fituation and 


“ charaéter, which the delicacy of her fentiments fuggefted, 


‘and which fhe believed I would find it neceffary to remove, 
though fhe did not know how. I was a good deal ftartled 
at this infinuation, becaufe I forefaw the difficulty I fhould 
find in barely doing myfelf juftice: for although it never 
‘was my intention tu impofe myfelf upon any woman, 
much lefs on Narciffa, as a man of fortune, I laid claim 
to the charafer of a gentleman by birth, education, and 
behaviour ; and yet (fo unlucky had the circumftances of 
my life fallen out) I fhould find ita very hard matter-to 
make good my pretenfions even to thefe, efpecially to the 


“~ Jaft, which was the moft effential. Mifs Williams was as _ 





ep Gble as Iof this my difadvantage, but comforted me 
th: _obferving, that, when once 2 woman has beftowed 


“Vier “avie@ions on 2 man, fhe cannot help judging of him, 


in all refpe&s, with a partiality eafily influenced in his 
favour—fhe remarked, that although fome fituations of my 
life had been low, yet none of them had been infamous ; 
that my indigence had been the crime, not of me, but of 
fortune; and that the miferies I had undergone, by im- 
proving the faculties both of mind and body, qualified me — 
the more for any dignified tation, and would, of confe- 
quence, recommend me to the good graces. of any feiifible 
woman-——{he therefore advifed me to be always open and 
unreferved to the inquiries of my miftrefs, without unne- 
ceflarily betraying the meanéft occurrences of my fate, and 
troft to the ftrength of her love and refleGion for the reft. 

ee Kolar of this fenfible young woman on ie. Ba 
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upon her beft offices with her miftrefs, and that fhe would, 
from time to time, communicate to me fuch intelligenee 
_as fhe fhould procure, relating to my flame. Having dreffed 
myfelf to the beft advantage, I waited for the time of din- 
ner with the moft fearful impatience, and, as the hour 
drew nigh, my heart beat with fuch tnereafed velocity, 
and my fpirits contraéted fuch diforder, that I began to 
fufpect my refolution, and even to with myfelf difengaged. 
At laft Mr. Freeman called at my lodgings in his way, and 
I accompanied him to the houfe where all my happinefs 
was depofited. We were very kindly received by the 
fquire, who fat fmoaking his pipe in a parlour, and afked 
if we chofe to drink any thing before dinner? Though I 
never had more occafion for a cordial, 1 was afhaimed to 
accept his offer, which was alfo refufed by my friend. 
We fat down, however, and entered into converfation, 
which lafted half an hour, fo that I had time to recolle& 
niyfelf, and (fo capricious were my thoughts) even to hope | 
that Narcifla would not appear—when all ot a fudden a 
fervant, coming in, gave us notice, that dinger Was upon 
the table—and my perturbation returned with fuch. vio- 
lence, that I could fcarce conceal it from the company as 
I afcended the ftair-cafe. When I entered the dining- 
room, the firft obje@ that faluted my ravithed eyes. Was 
the divine Narciffa, blufhing like Aurora, adorned with 
all the graces that meeknets, innocence and beauty can 
diffufe ! Iwas feized with a giddinefs, my knees tottered, 
and I fcarce had fenfe enough to perform the ceremony. 
of falutation, whe her brother, flapping me on the fhoul- 
der, cried, *¢ Meafter RAnGen, that there is my fifter.” 
i approsebed her with eagernefs and fear, but im the te 
ment of our embrace, my foul was agonized with ra 
_ Xt was a lucky circumftance for us both, that: 
tainer was not endued with an uncommon. ftoc 
tration ; for our mutual confufion was fo’ mani c 
Mr. Freeman perceived it, and, as we went hot 
ther, congratulated me on my good fortune. But fo. fa 
was Bruin from entertaining the leaft fufpicion, th hi 
i me to begina converfation with my. mils i 
po say ae to nee by See ae ay : 
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pleafed ; then, turning te me, faid,’ “ Odds bobs! I wifh 
¢< you would hold difcourfe with her in your French or 
‘¢ Ttaliano, and tell me if fhe underftands it as well as fhe 
<¢ would be thought todo. There’s her aunt and fhe will 
‘ chatter together whole days in it, and I can’t have a 
‘ mouthful of Englifh for love or money.” I confulted 
the looks of my amiable miftrefs,-and found her averfe to: 
his propofal, which indeed fhe declined with a fweetnefs 
of denial peculiar to herfelt, asa piece of difrefpeét to that 
part of the company which did not underftand the lan- 
guage in queftion. As I had the happineis of fitting op- — 
pofite to her, I feafted my eyes much more than my pa> ~ 
late, which the tempted in vain with the moft delicious: 
bits carved by her fair hand, and recommended by her _ 
perfuafive tongue——but all my other appetites were {fwal- — 
lowed up in the immenfity of my love, which I fed by 
gazing inceflantly on the delightful obje&. Dinner was 
fcarce.ended, when the {quire became very drowfy. and, 
after feveral dreadful yawns, got up, ftretched himfelf, 
took two or three turns acrofs the room, begged we would 
ow himi to take a fhort nap, and, having laid a ftrong 
injunGion a wn: his fifter to detain us till his return, went to | 
his repofe without any farther ceremony. He had not been - 
gone many minutes when Freeman, guefling the fituation.. 
ot my heart, and thinking he could not do me a greater fa- © 
your than to leave me alone with Narciffa, pretended to 
recollect himfelf all of a fudden, and, ftarting up, begged 
the lady’s pardon for half an hour, having luckily re- 
membered an engagement of fome confequence that he 
mutt perform at that inftant, So faying, he took his 
leave, promifing to come back time enough for tea, leaving * 
my miftrefs and ‘me in great confufiov. Now that len- © 
joyed an opportunity of difclofing the pantings of my foul, — 
I had not power to ufe it. IL ftudied many pathetic de- 
elarations, but, when I. attempted to. give them utterance,” — 
my tongue denied-its office, and fle fat filent, with adown- ~ 
catt look, full of anxious. alarm, her befem heaving with: — 
expefation of fome great event... At length Lendeavoured 
to put an end‘ to this. fulemn paufe, and began with, * It pPoed 
«is very furprifing, Madam’—Here, — the found dying ©... 
away, I made a full ftop—while ‘Naveiffa, ftarting, b py 
ad, and with. a timid Accenty, aniwered,,..<¢ Sir 2? 


at 


me 
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founded at this note of interrogation, I pronounced with 
the moft fheepifh baflifulnefs, «< Madam!” To which fhe 
replied, <¢ | beg pardon—lI thought you had fpoke to 
"me. Another paule enfued—I made another effort, 
and, though my voice faultered very much in theabegin- 
ning, made fhift to exprefs myieli in this manner: ‘* I fay, 


« Madam, ’tis very lurprifing, that love fhould a@ fo in- » 


<¢ confiftent with itlelfas to deprive its votaries of the ufe 
“© of their faculties, when they have moft need of them. 


“¢ Since the happy occafion of being alone with you pre- — 


«< fented itfelf, | have made many unfuccefsful attempts 
<< to declare a pafflion for the lovelieft of her fex—a paf- 
«* fion which took poffeffion of my foul when my cruel 


<< fate’compelled me to wear atervile difguife fo unfuit- _ 


© able to my birth, fentiments, and, let me add, my de- 
*¢ ferts; yet favourable in one refpea, as it furnithed me 
with opportunities of feeing and adoring your “perfec- 
“© tions—Yes, Madam, it was then your dear idea entered 


a 
wn 


‘6 my bolom, where it has lived unimpaired in the midft 


<© of numberlefs cares, and animated me again{ft athoufand 


‘¢ dangers and calamities!” While I fpoke thus, fhe con- 
cealed her face with her fan, and when I ceafed, recover- 
ing herfelf from the moft beautiful confufion, bald me that 


fhe thought herfelf very much obliged by my favourable. 


opinion of her, and that fhe was very forry to hearl had . 


’ been unfortunate. Encouraged by this gentle reply, T 
proceeded to own myfelf fuificiently recompenfed by her | 


kind compaffion for what I had undergone, and declared, 
that,the future happinefs of my life depended folely upon 
her. . ‘* Sir,” faid fhe, ‘* 1 fhouid be very ungrateful if, 
** after the fignal protection you once afforded me, - I 


*¢ fhould refute. to contribute towards your happinefs in 


‘© any reafonable condefcenfion.” Traufported at this ac- 


: knowledgment, I threw myfelf at her feet, and begged a 


fhe would regard my paffion with a favourable eye: fhe. ~ 
was alarmed at my behaviour, entreated me to rife, left 


“her brother fhould difcover me in that pofture, and to fparé 


her, for the prefent, upon a fibje& for which fhe was al- 


together unprepared: upon this, I rofe, afuring her ¥ 


: would rather die than difobey her, but in the mean time 
ae begged her to confider how: precious the minutes of this 
| eee tvaity were, and what reftraint J put upon my i : 


Pampa 
ze ee # 
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elination in facrificing them to her defire. She Galea with 
unfpeakable {weetnels, and faid, there would be no want 
of opportunities, provided I could maintain the good opi- 
nion her brother had conceived of me; and I, enchanted 
by her charms, feized her hand, which 1 w etl nigh de- ~ 
voured with kiffes. But the checked my boldnefs with a 
feverity of countenance, and defired I would not fo far for- 
get mylelf or her as to endanger the efteem fhe had for 
me—fhe reminded me of our being almoft {trangers to each 
other, and of the neceflity there was for her knowing 
me better, before fhe could take any refolution in my fa- 
vour, and, in fhort, mingled fo much good fenfe and com- 
placency i in her reproof, that I became as much enamoured 
of her underftanding as I had been before of her beauty, 
and afked pardon for my prefumption with the utmoft re- 
verence of convidtion. She forgave my offence with her 
ufnal affability, and fealed my pardon witha look fo full 
of bewitching tendernefs, that for {ome minutes’ my fenfes 
were loft in extafy ! ' J afterwards endeavoured to regulate 
my behaviour according to her defire, and turn the con- 
*verfation upon a more indifferent fubje@ ; but her prefence 
was an unfurmountable obftacle to my defign ; while I be- 
held fo much excellence,.I gound it impotlible to call my 
attention from the contemplation of it. I gazed with un- 
- utterable fondnefs! I grew mad with admiration !—* My 
** condition is infupportable,” cried I; “* I am diftra@- 
«© ed with paffion !—Why are. you fa. exquifitely fair ? 
«¢ Why are you fo enchantingly good? Why has nature 
*¢ dignified you with charms fo much above the ftandard of — 
‘@ women? and, wretch that Lam, how dares my unwor- 
“ thinefs afpire to the enjoyment of fuch perfeétion !”? 
- She was ftartled at my ravings, reafoned down my tranf- 
port, and, by her irrefiftible eloquence, foothed my foul 
into a ftate of tranquil felicity ; but, left I might fuffer a © 
-relapfe, ae gash promoted other fubjeas to entertain | 
my imagination. . She chid me for having omitted to ine 
quire about her ee who, fhe affured me, in the midftt of 4 
all her abfencé of temper, and detachment from common — 
affairs, often talked of me with pncommon warmth. ® 
profeffed my veneration for the good lady, excufed 
owiffion by imputing it to the violence of my love, ° 
enagrated my whole foul, aa Gabe to Anew hs P 
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fituation of her health: upon which the amiable Narciffa 
repeated what I had heard before of her marriage, with 
ail the tendernefs for her reputation that the fubje@ would 
admit of; told me, fhe lived with her hufband hard by, 
and was fo much afflided with a dropfy, and wafted by a 
confumption, that fhe had finall hopes of her recoyery.—: 
Having expreffed my forrow for her diftemper, I queftion~ 
ed her about my good friend Mrs. Sagely, who I learned 
(to my great fatisfaGion) was ftill in good health, and, 
by the encomiums fhe beftowed upon me after [ was gone, 
confirmed the favourable imprefiions my behaviour at part-. 
ing had made on Narciffa’s heart. This circumftancevin-, 
troduced an enquiry into the conduét of Sir ‘Timothy 
Thicket, who, fhe informed me, had found means to ins . 
~cenfe her brother fo much againft me, that fle found it. 
impoflible to undeceive him, but on the contrary fuffered: 
very much.in her own character by his feandalous infinua- 
tions—that the whole parifh was alarmed and a@ually in 
purfuit of me; fo that fhe had been in the utmoft confter- 
nation upon my account, well knowing how little my own 
innocence and her teftimony would have weighed with the 
ignorance, prejudice and brutality of thofe who muft 
have judged me, had I been apprehended—that Sir Ti- 
mothy being feized with a fit of the apoplexy, from which 
with great difficulty he was recovered, began to be appre-. 
henfive of death, and to prepare himfelf ‘accordingly’ for 
that great event; asa ftep to which, he fent for her bro- 


ther, owned, with great contrition, the brutal defign he , 


had upon her, and of confequence acquitted me of the af-_ 
fault, robbery, and correfpondence with her, which he 
had laid to my charge; after which confeflion he lived 
about a month in a Janguifhing condition, and was carried 
off by a fecond affault. 


Every word that this dear creature {poke rivetted aha 


chains with which fhe held me enflaved! My mifchievous. 
fancy began to work, and: the tempett of my pafiion to: 
wake again, when. athe return of Freeman: deftroyed the 
tempting: opportunity, and enabled me to quell the rifing 
umu ee A Aittle while after, the Be ih ftaggered j into the 





%, (ra 1k Sout of a ‘fnetl bowl seuatified with brandy : fp~ 
ed fome in the ordinary way: oe left us in ‘order to- 
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vifit her aunt, and, when Freeman and I propofed to take 

our leave, the fox-hunter infifted on our {pending the even- 
ing at his houfe.with fiich an obftinacy of affection, that 
we were obliged to comply. For my own part, I fhould 
have been glad of the invitation, by which, in all likeli-— 
hood, I fhould have been bleft with more of his fifter’s 
company, had I not been afraid of rifking her efteem by 
entering into a debauch of drinking with him, which, from 
the knowledge of his charaéter, 1 forefaw would happen ; 
but there was no remedy—I was forced to rely upon the 
‘ftrength of my conftitution, which I hoped would refit 
intoxication longer than the f{quire’s, and truft to the good 
nature and difcretion of my miftrefs for the reft. 

Our entertainer, refolving to begin by times, ordered 
the table to be furnifhed with liquor and glaffes immedi- 
ately after tea; but we abfolutely refufed to fet in for 
drinking fo foon, and we prevailed upon him to pafs away 
an hour or two at whift, in which he engaged as foon as. 
Narciffa returned. Phe favage and I happened te be part- 
—-mersat firft, and, as my thoughts were wholly employed 
@n.a more interefting game, I played fo ill, that he loft 
all patience, {wore bitterly, and threatened to call for 
wine, if they would not grant him another affociate. This 
defire. was gratified, and Narciffa and 1 were of a fide; - 
he won for the fame reafon that made him lofe before ; 
- I was fatisfied, my lovely partner did not repine, and the | 
time flipped away very agreeably, until we were told that 
fapper was ferved in another room. 

The fquire was enraged to find the evening fo unpro- 
ftably fpent, and wreaked his vengeance on the cards, | 
which he tore, and committed to the flames with many 
execrations; threatening to make us redeem our lofs with 
a large glafs and quick circulation and indeed we had 
no fooner fupped, and my charmer withdrawn, than he 
began to put his threats in execution. Three bottles of. 
port (for he drank no other fort of wine) were placed be~ 
fore us, with as many watef-glaffes, which were immedi-. _ 
ae: fitted to the brim, after his re by. Sas : 
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not be able 'to bear many bumpers of this fort ; and dread- 
ing the perfeverance of a champion who beoait with fuch 
vigour, I determined to make up for the deficiency of my 
ftrength by a ttratagem, which I actually put in pradtice 
when the fecond courfe of bottles was called for.—The 
wine being ftrong and heady, I was already'a good deat 
difcompofed ‘by the difpatch we had made; Freeman's 
eyes began to reel, and Bruin himfelf owas elevated 
into a fong, which he uttered with great vociferation. 
When I therefore faw the fecond round brought in, 
I affumed a gay air, entertained him with a French | 
catch on the fubje& of drinking, which, though he Wid 
not underftand, delighted him highly, and, telling bint 
that your choice fpirits at Paris never troubled them- 
-felves with glafles, afked if he had not a bowl or cup 
‘in the houfe that would centain a whole quart of wine. 
—‘* Odds niggers!” cried he, ‘<‘ I have a filver caudle-~ 
“s cup that holds juft the quantity,” for all the world— *. 
“ fetch it hither, Numps.’—The veflel being produced, 
-F bid him decant his bottle into it, Which having done, I fy: 
nodded in a very deliberate-manner, and faid, «I pledge? 
«© you.”—He ftared at me for fome time, ‘and erying, 
* What, all at one pull! Meafter Randan?”—I anlwer- . 
ed, ** At one: pull, Sir ; you are no milk fop—we {hall " a 
«© do you juftice.”—— Shall you?” fatd he, thaking: ne 
by the hand, “odd, then, TPH fee it-out, an’t were a 
«mile to the bottom—He ré’s to our better acquaintance, © 
<* Meafter Randan.”. So faying he applied it to his: lips, 
_ and emptied it ima breath,—I knew the effectof it would 
be almoft- inftantaneous;° therefore, taking the cup, “I _ 
began to difcharge my bottle into it, telling ‘him: he. 
was now qualified to drink with the Cham of Tartary— 
I had no fooner pronounced thefe words, than he: to: 
uimbrage at them, and after feveral attempts to fpit, made: eae 
fhift to ftutter out, “* A ft f-t for your Chams‘of ~§ ° 
<< T-—Partary? Iam 4- f—£—free-Born » Englifiman, 
«© worth th— three thoufand: a-year, and’ v—value- nO: 
_ man, damme !”—-then dropping ‘his jaw, and fixing 
his eyes, he bickuped’ aloud, and fell upon the floor a5” 
ufe a pas flounder,—Mr. Freeman heartily rejoiced: ae his 
F ou oo me in phe! * 1 to bed, Beatie noi 
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{pective habitations, congratulating one another on our 
good fortune. a: 


EAB. XXL 


MMi if Williams pa oe me of Nareiffa’ s approbation of my 
jlame—I appeafe the {quire—write to my miftrefs—am 
bleffed with an anfwer—beg leave of her brother to dance 
with her at @ ball 3 obtain his confent and her’s—enjoy a. 
private conver fation with her—am perplexed with reflec- 
tions—have the honour of appearing her partner at the 
ball—we are complimented by a certain nobleman—he dif-~ 
eovers fome fymptoms of pajfion for Narciffla—I am fiung 
with jealoufy—NarcilJa, alarmed, retires—I obferve MMe- 
Zinda in the company—the Jauire is captivated by her 
beauty. : 

WY WAS met next morning at the ufual place by. Mifs — 
_ Williams, who gave me joy of the progrefs I had made 

in the affection of her miftrefs, and blefled me with an ac- 

‘count of that dear creature’s converfation with her, after 

fhe had retired the night before from our company.—l 

could fcarce believe her information, when fhe recounted 
ber expreflions in my favour, fo much more warm and 

-paffionate. were they than my moft fanguine hopes had 

prefaged’ and was particularly pleafed to hear that the 

approved of my b behaviour to her brother, after fhe with- 

drew. Tranfported at the news of my happinefs, 1 

prefented my ring to the meffenger, asa teftimony of my. 

gratitude and fariaiedion 4 ; but fhe was above fuch merce- 
nary confiderations, and refufed my conpliment with - 
fome refentment, faying, ihe was not a little mortified to 

fee my opinion of her fo low and contemptible.—I did 

myfelf a piece of juftice by explaining my behaviour on 

this head, and to convince her of my efteem, promifed t to. 
be ruled by her directions in the profecution of the whole: 
affair, which Lhad fo much at heart, that the Tepes of 
ray life depended upon the confequence. 
As I fervently wifhed for another interview, 
might pour out the effufions of my love, withou 
of being interrupted, and perhaps reap fome 
return from the queen of my ie! 1 top 








3 great devotion, the liquor began to operate, | our “mirt 











RODERICK RANDOM. tg 


vice and affaftance in promoting this event; but fhe gave 
me to underftand, that Narcifla would make no precipi- 
tate compliances of this kind, and that 1 would do well 
to cultivate her brother’s acquaintance, ia the courfe of 
which L would not want opportunities of removing that 
referve, which my miftrefs thought herfelf obliged to 
maintain during the infancy of our correfpondence,—In 
the mean time, fhe promifed to tell her lady, that I had’ 
endeavoured by prefents and perfuafions, to prevail upon 
her (Mifs Williams) to deliver a letter from me, ~ which 
fhe had refufed to charge herftlf with, until fhe fhould 
know Narciffa’s fentiments of the matter; and faid, by 
thefe means fhe did not doubt of being able to open a li- 
terary communication between us, which could not fail 
_ of introducing more intimate conne@ions. 

I approved of her council, and our appointment being 
enews for next day, left her with an intent of falling 
upon fome method of being reconciled to the {quire, who, 
I fuppofed, would be offended with the trick we. had put 
upon him.—With this view, I confulted Freeman, who, 
from his knowledge of the fox-hunter’s difpofition, affured 
me there wasno other method of pacifying him, than. 
that of facrificing ourfelves for one night, to an equal. 
match with him in drinking: this I found myfelf necef- 
fiated to comply with, for the intereft of my paffion, and 
therefore determined to commit the debauch at my own 
lodgings, that I might run no rifk of being difcovered by. 
Narcifla, in a ftate of brutal degeneracy.—Mr. Freeman, 
who was to be of the party, went, at my defire, to the 
- {quire in order to engage him, while I took care to fur- 
nith myfelf for his reception,—_My invitation, was accept- 
ed, my guetts honoured me with their. company in the 
evening, when Bruin gave me to underftand that had 

drank ae tuns of wine in his life, but was never. f 
- fucha trick as I had played upon him the night - fore, 
I promifed to atone for my trefpafs, and having o de ed. 















to every man his bottle, began the conteft with a bumper 






to the health of Narciffa.—The toafts circulated, 





grew noify, and as Freeman andI had the advantage of 


mpeg b {mall Li rench claret, the favege: was perry 
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tamed, before our fetes were in the leaft: affeded; and - 
carried home in an apoplexy of drunkennefs. 

I was next morning, as ufual; favoured with a. vide 
from my kind and punctual confidante, who telling me,’ 
fire. was: permitted to receive my letters for her miftrefs, F- 
tookup the pen. immediately, and following. the frit dic: 
tates of ny pail ion, wrote as follows: 


< Dear Mavam, Ee 

*( WERE it poflible for the powers oe: utterance. to ree. 
_ veal the foft emotions of my foul, the fond’ anxiety, 

*« the glowing hopes, the chilling fears, that rule my. breaft! 
** by turns, I fhould need no other witnefs. than this. pa 
* yer to evince the purity and ardor of that flame your’ 
«* charms have kindled'in my: heart, But alas!) expref~ 
« fion wrengsmy love! Fam. infpired: with: cues ake 
“that no langnage can convey! Your beauty fills met 
‘¢ with wonder, your underflanding with ravidhment ! | and! 
sg your. goodnefs with adoration !- lam: tranfported with. 
“¢ defire, diftracted’ with doubts, and tortured- with: im- 
«* patience ! Suffer me: then, lovely arbitrefs: of my: fate, 
‘* to approach you in perfon, to breath in foft murmurs: 
+ my paffion to your-ear, and offer the faerifice-of avheart’ — 
ce ‘overflowing with the mot genuine and difinterefted! 3 
a ‘Tove ; + to: gaze with extafy on the divine: abjea of my 
be withes, to hear the mufie of her enchanting tongue! to 
'« rejoice in her-fmiles of approbation which-will banith.the- 
“« moft intolerable fufpence from the bofom of 

<: Your: oo 


ce a nn ie 





Having finifhed this Aidan, Podeopteed it to the care 
of my faithful friend, with an injun@ion to fecond. my in 
treaty with all hér eloquence and influence; and in the — 
mean time went to drefs, with an intention ‘of vifiting 
Mrs. Snapper and Mifs, whom I had utterly neglected, — 
and-indeed almioft forgot, fince my dear Narciffa’ had re-— 
fumed the empire of my foul. The old gentlewoman rest 
ceived me very kindly, and Mifs affefted'a franknefs an 
gaiety, which, however, T could eafily, er ive:was forced 
and diffembled; among other things, fhe pretended t 
joke me upon my pafion for Nerciffa, 1 w lel the ¢ ave 
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was no fecret, and: afked, if] intended to dance with her 
at the next atfembly, —I was a good deal concerned to 
find myfelf become the town talk on this fubje@, left the. 
{quire, haying notice of my inclinations, fhould difapprove 
of them, and, by breaking off all corref{pondence with me, 
deprive me of the opportunities I now enjoyed.—But I 
refolved to ufe the interett I had with him, while it lafted ; 
nd that very night meeting. him occafionally, afked ae 
“permiffion to folicit her company at the ball, which he very 
readily granted to my inexprefli ble fatisfadtion. 
Having been kept awake the greateft part of the ‘night, 
by a thoufand delightful reveries that took poffeffion of | 
my fancy, I got up betimes, and flying. to the place of 
rendezvous, had in a little time the pleafure of feeing Mifs 
Williams approach, with a. {mile on her countenance, 
- which I interpreted into a good omen. Neither was I 
miftaken in my prefage: fhe prefented me with a letter. 
from the idol of my foul, which, after having kiffed it — 
devoutly, I opened with the utmoft eagernefs, and was 
bleffed with her eee in thefe terms: _ | 


¢¢ SiR, 
_ To fay I look upon you with indifference, would be 
poe piece of diffimulation, which, I think, no decorum — 
** requires, and no cuftom can jutify. As my heart ne-— 
** ver felt an impreflion that my tongue was afhamed to. | 
ae declare, I will not fcruple to own myfelf pleafed with 
-** your paflion, confident of your integrity, and fo well 
«* convinced of my own difcretion, that I fhould not he- 
fitate in granting you the interview you defire, were I 
not over-awed by the prying curiofity of a malicious 
*« world, the cenfure of which. night be fatally prejudicial 
*£ 16 the reputation of 
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ver felt befére ! My fappinets was ftill increafed by Mifs 
Williams, wha bleffed'me with a repetition — of her lady ae 
tender’ ‘expreffions in my favour, when, fhe received and . 
read my letter.—In fhort, TF had all the reafon: in the 
world to believe that this gentle creature’s. bofom was pof- 
fefted by'a paffion for me, as warm, thongh perhaps: not’ 
fimpetuous, as mine for her. 
- informed my friend of the fquire’s confent, with re- 
patd to my dancing. with Narciffd at ‘the bail, and’ deftred: 
her,to tell her miftrefs, that I would do myfelf the honour 
of ‘vifiting her in the afternoon, in confequence of his per- 
miffion, when Ihoped’ to find her as indulgent as her bro- 
ther had been complaifant in that particular.—Mifs Wil- 
liams expreffed” a good deal of joy, at hearing I was fo 
much in fayour with the fox-hunter,. and’ ventured to afs 
fare me, that my vifit would-be very agreeable to my mi* 
ftrefs, the rather becaufé Bruin was engaged to dine’ 
abroad. ‘his was a circumftance which I fcarce need 
fay, pleafed me.—TI went immediately to the Long-room, 
where I found him, and~ affesting to know nothing of his 
engagement, told him, I would do myfelf the pleafure to 
wait upon him in,the afternoon, and to prefent his fifter 
with a ticket for the balli—He fhook me by the hand, 
according to cuftom, and giving me to underftand that he 
was, to dine abroad, defired’ me to go and ‘drink tea with | 
Narciffa. nofwithftanding, and, ‘redid to. prepare her for 
my vilit in the mean time. 

Every thing fucceeding thus to my wath, I’ waited with 
incredible impatience for the time, whiohno fooner arrived, 
than I haftened ‘to the fcene, which my fancy had pre-oc- 
cupied long before. I was introduced: accordingly to the 
dear enchantrefs, whom I found’ accompanied by, Milfs, 
‘Williams, who, on pretence of orderitg tea, retired at — 
my . approach.— This favourable accident, which alarmed | 
my whole foul, difordered her alfo.—I found myfelf ac- — 
tuated by an irrefiftible impulfe, I advanced to her with 
eagernefs and awe; and profiting by the <confafion that zs 
prevailed over her, clafped’ ‘the fair angel i in m arms, an 2 
imprinted a glowing kifs upon her lips, more: ie an 
fragrant than the dewy rofé-bud, juft burfting 
fem! Her face was in an inftant, covered’ with’ bind 
hi ack: vue refentment os threw bs fel 



















and implored her pardon.—Her loverbecame an advocate. 
in my-caufe; her look foftened into forgivenefs; fhe raifed» 
me up; and chid me with fo much fweetnefs of difpleafure;, 
that I fhould: have been tempted to repeat the offence, had: 
not the coming in of a fervant with the tea-board, pre-. 
vented my prefumption. - While: we were fubjeét to be in-: 
terrupted or overheard; we converfed about the approach: 
ing ball, atwhich fhe promifed'to grace: me as. a: partner 5. 
but. when the equipage was removed, and we were left: 
atone; [I ‘refumed the more interesting: theme, and exprefled: 
myfelf with fuch tranfport and-agitation, that:my: mitrefs, 
_ fearing I would commit fome extravagance, rung the bell 


fér her: maid, whom fhe detained in. the room, as.a.check:— 


upon my vivacity.—I was not forry for this: precaution,» 
becatrfe I could: unboform myfelf without referve, before: 
Mifs Williams, who- was the confidante of? us- both j 
therefore gave a loofe to the: infpirations of my) paffion,: 
which operated fo fuccefsfully upon the tender. eiptiow et 
-Narciffa, that fhe laid-afide the conftraint fhe had :hitherto, 
wore, and blefled me with. the moft: melting: declaration 
of her mutual’ flame!=—It was impofiible for me to forbear. 
taking the advantage-of this endearing condefcenfion.—. 
She now gently yielded’ to: my embrace, while-I, encir-- 





cling all that I held deer withia my arms, tafted, in adeo— 
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vance, the joys of that paradife I heped, ina. little:time,. p 


wholly to poffefs!—We fpent: the: afternoon. in all: the: 
extafy of hope that the moft: fervent love, exchanged.by- 
mutual'vows, could infpire; and: Milfs Williams: was: fav 
much affected with our: chafte « careffes,- which: recalled the: 
fad remembrance of what fhe: Was, Uiat her: are were 
filled: With tears: -- | 

The evening being: ortbey fae advanced: “ forced! myfelf: 
from the dear obje@ of my flame, wlio indulged me ina. 


tender embrace at parting; and, repairing to my lodgings;> _ 


3 communicated to my friend: Strap every circumftance: of 


my. happinefs, which filled -him with: f6-much -pleafure, : 
ha: 


_. that it ran over at: ‘his eyes, and’ he praved heartily, that: 
no envious -devil might, as formerly, dath*the- cup of’ blef- | 






fing: from my lip, When I! refleGted on what had-happ 
ed, and efpecially onthe unreferved proteftiations: of Mats: 
i ofa ‘love, I could: not me bestia oN athe f 


o ‘e 


inquireinto the 
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fortune of one whony fhe had favoured with her affe@ion, . 
and I began to bea little anxious about the fityation of 
her finances, well knowing, that I fhould do an irrepar- 
able injury to the perfon my foul held mof dear, if IT. 
fhould efpoufe her without being able to fupport her in. 
the rank which was certainly her due, I had.heard, in--— 
deed, while I ferved her aunt, that her father had left her - 
a confiderable fum, and that every body believed fhe‘: 
would inherit the greateft part of her kinfwoman’s dowry 3... 
but I-did not know how far fhe might be reftri@ed by the. 
old gentleman’s will, inthe enjoyment of what he left her, . 
and I was too well informed of the virtuofo’s late conduda,. 
‘to think my miftrefs could have any expeciations from that 
quarter. Iconfided, however, in the good fenfe and po-. 
licy of my charmer, who, I was fure, would not confent: 
to unite her fate with mine, before fhe had fully coe perkea 
and provided for the confequence. . 
The ball-night being arrived, I dreffed myfelf j in a fuit. 
Thad referved for fome grand occafion, and, having drank 
tea with Narciffa and her brother, conduéted my angel to. 
the fcene, where fhe in a moment eclipfed ail her-female™ 
competitors for beauty, and attracted the admiration of — 
the whole affembly. My heart dilated with pride on this: 
occafion, and my triumph rejeCied all bounds, when, after. 
we had danced together, a certain nobleman, remarkable 
for his figure and influence in the beau monde, came up,. 
and, in the hearing of all prefent, honoured us with a 
very particular compliment upon our accomplifhments. 
and appearance—but this tranfport was foon checked, 
when I perceived his lordfhip attach himfelf with great - 
affiduity tomy miltrefs, and fay fome warm things, which 
I thought favoured too much of paffion.. It was thea I 
began to feel the pangs of jealoufy—I dreaded the power | 
and addrefs of my rival, I Gckened at his difcourfe.— 
“When fhe opened her lips to anfwer, my er died. within 
me—when fhe {miled, I felt the pains of famned!—I . ie 
was enraged at his ‘prefumption; ; Lcurfed her somplaifance! 
—At length he quitted her, and went to the other fide” of. 
the room. Narciffa, fulpeing | nothing of the rage that — 
inflamed me, put fome queftions to me as foon as he. 
gone, to which I made no reply, but affumed a grim 
which: sa well denoted the agirehon obey k 
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furp snifed her: ‘nota little. She no fooner-obferved my emor 
tion than. fhe changed colour, and afked what. ailed me? 
os NOE re: ored could make an anfwer, her brother, pulling 
me by the fleeve, bid me take notice of a lady who fat 
fronting: us, whom | immediately, to my vaft aftonifhment, 
diftinguithed to be Melinda, accompanied by her mother, 
and an elderly gentleman whom I did not know.— 
¢ Wounds! Mr. Randan,’ cried the fquire, <¢ is the not 
«<a: delicate: piece of Rutt 1—’Sdeath!. I have a good ~ 
«*< mind=—if I thought fhe was a fingle perfon.”—Notwith- 
ftanding the perplexity 1 was: in, I: had. refleétion. enough 
to forefee, that my paflion, might fuffer, greatly by the. pre- 
fence of this: lady, who in all. probability..would revenge 
herfelf upon me for having formerly difgraced: her, by _ 
fpreading reports to my prejudice. :was‘therefore alarm- 
ed at thefe fymptoms of the {quire’s: admiration, and: for 
fome time did not know what reply, to: make,. when..he 
ahked my opinionef her beauty. At length came. to a 
determination, and told him that-her name. was: Melinda, 
that. flre had a fortune of ten: thoufand: pounds, and. was 
faid:'to be under promife: of marriage to: a certain’ lord, 
who deferred his nuptials until-he fhould: be of age, which 
would happen ina féw months. I thought: this. piece of 
intelligence, which I had myfelf invented, would: have _ 
hindered him effe€tually from entertaining any farther 
thoughts of her ; but 1 was egregrioufly miftaken ; the fox- - 
hunter had too much felf-fufficiency to defpair: of’ fuecefs 
againft any competitor on earth; he therefore made light of ‘ 
her engagement, faying witha fmile of felf-approbation, > 
“* Mayhap fhe will change her mind—what fignifies: his | 
- being: a lord ?—I think myfelf as. good:a: man as: e’er a 
*: Jord in Chriftendom, and I'll fee if a commoner worth; 
“ three thoufand a-year won’t ferve her turn. Tihis:de- — 
termination ftartled menota-little; I knew he wouldfoon — 
difcover the contrary of what I advanced, and, asi I bes. 
Keved he would find: her ear open to his addreffes, did! not: 
doubt of meeting with every obftacle in my. amour,. that 
< pee ene: ses invent, and her ffuence with: him: exes 
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which {tung me to the foul. Before the oO: 
chair, fheafked, with an appearance of ane : it was 
the matter with me? and I could pronoui € 
<¢ By Heaven! Vm diftracted 1” oe 





CHAP. ‘XXIL 


Sarcored with jealaufy. I gb Halas oe able Spake ees 2 


a megane from Narcijja, in confequence of which I haffen 
to her apaviment, where her endearing afjurances banifte 
all my doubts and apprehenfions—in my retreat difcover 


- fomebody in the dark, whom, fufpeting to ve a Jby, Tre- 


= 


Solve to kill but, to my great furprife, am convinced of 


his being no other than Strap-—-Melinda flanders me—tI 


Hr become acquainted with Lord Quiverwit, who endeavours 
- to found me with regard to Narciffa~~the [quire is intro- 
- duced to his lord/hip, and grows cold towards me—lI learn 
. from my confidante, that this nobleman profelfes honourable 
love to my mifirefs, who continues faithful to me, notwith- 


. flanding the Jcandalous reports fhe has heard to my pre- 


_ judice—Iam mortified with an alfurance that her whole 
fortune depends uponthe pleafure of her brother-—iUr. Free- 


ae condoles me on the decline of my charader, which I 


vindicate fo much to his fatisfattion, that he undertakes 
"to juts fame i my behalf. : 


FAVING uttered this sclametiens at which fhe fi ied: 

I went home in the condition of a frantic bedlamite, 
and, finding the fire in my apartment almoft: extinguifhed, 
vented. my fury upon poor Strap, whofe ear I pinched 
with fuch violence, that he roared hideoufly with pain, 
and, when I quitted my hold, looked fo foolifhly aghaft, 
that no unconcerned fpeator could have feen him without — 


“being feized with an immoderate fit of langhter. It is 


true, I. was foon fenfible of the injury I had done, and 
afked pardon for the outrage I had committed; upon 
which my faithful valet, fhaking his head, faid, *< I for- 
© sive you, and may God forgive yous? But he could 
not help thedding fome tears at my unkindnefs. I fe 
unfpeakable remorfe for what I had done, curfed my 

ingratitude, and confidered his tears as a. Teproach t 
ay sot in her prefent dilterbenees cold, Be bea 
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ito a ferment; I {wore hor rible oaths 
lication ; 1 foamed at the mouth, 
the room, and played abundance of 
tightened my friend almoft out of his — 
fenfes.—A ngth my tranfport fubfided, I became melan- 
choly, and wept infenfibly. : 
During this {tate of dejection, in was furprifed with the’. 
appearance of Mifs Williams, whom Strap, blubbering 
all the while, had conduéed into the chamber, without 
giving me previous notice of her approach.—She Was ex~ 
tremely affe@ed with my condition, which fhe had Jearne 
from him, begged me to moderate my pafli 
~my conjectures, and follow her to Narcifla, w 
to fee me forthwith.—That dear name operated. upon 
like a charm! I ftarted up, and, without opening my | 
“was conduéed into her apartment, through the garden, 
which we entered by a private door.—I found the adore: 
able creature in tears! I was melted at the fi ght—we con- 
tinued filent for fome time-—my heart was too full to | 
fpeak—her {nowy bofom heaved with fond refentment; at _ 
laft fhe fobbing, cried, ‘* what have I done to. aifbliae Ae 
<< you!” My heart was pierced with the tender queftion!-. 
| drew near with the utmoft reverence of affection! 1 fell 
upon my knees before her, and kiffing her hand, exclaim- : 
ed, ‘© O! thouart-all goodnefs and perfeétion ! Iam un- , 
<< done by my want of merit! Iam unworthy to pottefs” | 
«‘ thy charms, which heaven hath deftined for the arms 
«« of fome more favoured being.”? She ‘gueffed the canfe 
of my difquiet, upbraided me gently for my {ufpicion, and i 
gave me {uch flattering aflurances of her eternal - fidelity, 
_ that all my doubts and fears forfook me, and peace and 
fatisfaction reigned within my breatt. 
At midnight Lleft the kind nymph to her repole,- r 
being let out by Mifs Williams at the garden gate, 
which I entered, began to explore my way. homeward i Va 
the dark, when I heard at my back a noifelike thatofa 
baboon when he mows and chatters. I turned inftantly, 
> eed s perceiving fomething lack, concluded. I was difco-. 
: vered by fome f{py, employed to watch for that purpofe, 
_ Aronfed at this conje&ure, by which Hypoes of ‘the He 
au Been ae in Biante: I drew m3 ord,. 
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Voice of Strap retrained myarm ; ti 
faculty ‘he ‘could pronounce, * | 
- um-—um—murder me, if you 
‘had the cold:upon‘his jaws, that his teeth r: 
of caftanets. Pleafed to be thus undeceived, 
his confternation, and afked what brought ins thit cher? 
Upon which he pave me to underftand, that his concern 
for me had induced him to follow me to that place, where 
thefame reafon had detained him till now, and le’ ‘frankly 
owned, that, in fpite of the efteem he had for Mifs Wil- 
liams, ‘he. began to be very uneafy about me, confi idering 
‘the. difpofition. i in which I went abroad, and, if I had ftaid 
much longer, would have certainly alarmed the neigh-— 
oF wie bourhood i imy behalf. The knowledge of this his inten- 
“tion confounded me: I reprefented to him the mifchievious 
‘confequences that would have attended fuch a:rafh aétion, 
and, cautioning him feverely againft any fuch defign for 
the future, concluded my admonition with an affurance, 
that, in cafe he fhould ever a& fo madly, f would, with- — 
out: hefitatron, put him to death.—‘* Have a little pa- 
'& tience,” cried hein a lamentable tone; ‘« your difplea= 
“ fure will do the bufinefs, without your committing 
murder.” Twas touched with ‘this reproach, and, as 
foon as we got home, made it my bufinefs to’ appeafe 
him by explaining the caufe of that ices alee during: 
which I hadeufed him fo unworthily. 
Next day, when [went into the Long-room, I obfer- 
wed feveral whifpers circulate all of'a fudden, and did: not’ 
- doubt that! Melinda had been ‘bufy with my charaéer ; 
but I confoled myfelf with the love of Narciffa, upon which: 
Irefted with the moft -perfea confidence, and, going up 
‘to the rowly-powly table, won a few pieces from my 
fufpetted rival, who: with an eafy politenefs entered into 
converfation with me, and, defiring my company at the: 
coffee-houfe, treated me with teaand chocolate. Ff remem- 
bered. Strutwell, and guarded againgt his infinuating’be- 
haviour; ‘nor:-was my fulpicion wro ees he: arehally : 
turned the difeourfe'upon Narciffa, and end 
hinting at an intrigue he pretended to be engaged in L; 
where, to learn what connedion there was. bet ween ber 
mie. oe call bis aga was oe ak : 
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at he was forced. to os the: fj, 


with ancither aint whe ntraneeed hon to nee lords 
fhip ; and he was received with fuch peculiar marks o 
diftin@ion, that I was perfuaded that the courtier: jntend- 
ed toufe him in fome fhape or other, _ and thence I. cons 
eeived an unlucky omen. But 1 had more caule to. be . 
difmayed the following day, when I faw the fquire in 
company with Melinda and her mother, who honoured me 
with feveral difdainful. glances; and when I afterwards 
threw myfelf in his way, ,inftead of the cordial fhake of the 
hand, he returned my falute with the cold reception of ** Ser- 
‘« yant, fervant,’ which he pronounced with fuch indif. 
ference, or. rather contempt, that, if he had not been 
‘Narciffa’s brother, I fhould have affronted him i in public. 

Thefe occurrences difturbed me not a little ; A forefaw 
the brooding ftorm, and armed myfelf with. ‘Teholeign: ae 
the occafion; but, Narciffa being at fake, I was far front 
being refigned. 4 could have renounced every other com: 
fort of life with. fore degree of. fortitude ; but the pro pet 
of lofing her, difabled all ay philofophy, and tortured my, 
foul into madnefs. __ 

Miis Williams found me next. morning “fall of anxious 
tumult, which did not abate when fhe told me, that 
Lord Quiverwit, having prefeffed honourable intentions, — 
had been introduced to my lovely miftrefs by her brother, 
who had at the fame time, from. the information of _Me- 





linda, fpoke of me as an Irifh fortune-hunter, ie Me - 5 


either birth or eftate to. recommend me, who fupported 
myfelfin the appearance of a gentleman by harping and 
other infamous practices, and who was of fuch an ‘obfcure 
origin, that I did not even know my own extradion. — 
Though I expected ail this, could: not hear it with tem> 
per, efpecially as truth was fo blended with falfhood in 
the affertion, that it would be almoft impoflible to- sage . 
rate the one from the other in my vindication. But Tiaid 
nothing on this head, being impatient to know how | Nar- 
cifla. had been affedted with the difeovery. The’ generous — 
creature, far from believing thefe ‘imputations, ‘was no 
fooner withdrawn with her confidante than: the . inveighed Bea vie 
nf the sae eee of the moa, ay 
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to which only fhe afcribed the whole - ofe shat, had been 
faidto my difadvantage, and, calling every: re see 
of 1 my behaviour to her, into review before her, found every 
thing ‘fo polite, honourable, and. difinterefted, that fhe 
could ‘not harbour the leaft doubt -of my: being the gen- 
tleman T-aflumed. << I have indeed,” . faid fhe, ‘* pure 
“< -pofely forbore to-ak the particulars. of his life, left the 
« récapitulation of fome misfortunes, which he has ans 
*¢ dergone, fhould give him pain; and, as to. the article 
¢« of his furtune, ‘Lown myfelf equally ‘afraid of j inquiring 
* into it, and of difcovering the fituation of: omy. own, 
© Teh we fhould find ourfelves both: unhappy im the ex. 
bs planation ; for alas! my provifion J is conditional, and 
_-€€ depends entirely on my .marrying with-my. brother's 
_ # confent.” "Thunderftruck with this. intelligence, the 
~ Jight forfook my eyes, the colour vanithed from my cheeks,” 
and T-remained in a ftate of univerfal trepidation! My 
. Female friend, perceiving my diforder , encouraged me vith 
“affurances of Narciffa’s conftancy, and the hope--of fome 
accident favourable to our love, and, asa farther confola- 
tion, let me know, that fhe had ‘acquainted. my miftrefs 
-‘M¥ith the outlines of my life, and that, although fhe-was 
no ftranger to the prefent low ftate of my finances, her 
love and efteem were rather inereafed than’ diminifhed-by 
the knowledge of my circumftances, ‘Lwas-greatly  com- 
forted by this affurance, which faved mea world (of ‘con- 
fufion and anxiety ; for 1 muft-have imparted my fituation 
‘one day to Narciffa, and this I could not have performed 
without fhame and diforder, _ 
As 1 did not doubt that, by. this time, the fedaous 
afperfi ons of Melinda were diffaded all over-the town, I re< 
_ folved to. recolle@ my whole {trength of aflurance to brow- 
“peat the efforts of her malice, and to publith her adventure 
with the Frenchified barber by way of reprifal, In- the 
mean time, having promifed to be at the garden-gate 
about midnight, Mifs: Williams took her leave, ‘bidding 
me repofe myielf entirely on the affection of my dear Nar- 
 gifla, which was as perfect as inviolable. Before 1 went 
abroad I was vifited by Freeman, who came on pur pofe: to 
ae inform me of the infamous ftories that - were. ‘railed at 
gy expence: Lheard them with great temper a x 
urn, ‘difclofed every thing that had ~— 
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- «tween | Melinda and «me, and among other things, enter- 
tained -him with the ftory of the barber, letting him kuow 
what. fhare his friend Banter hadin that affair. He was 
eonvinced -of the injury my reputation had fuffered, and 
no longer doubting the fountain from whence this deluge of 
flander had flowed upon me, undertook to undeceive the 
town in-my behalf, and roll'the ftream back upon. its 
| fource, but im the mean time cautioned me from appearing 
in public, while the. prepoffefion was ftrong again{t me, 
left I fhould-meet with fomne: affront oui me ee bad 
confequences. Baie 


“C H- A P. Wa ee. ? 


al receive an aurastbone mafiage at agar. ea ae se 
room, which I however enter, and affront the squire, wha _ 
threatens to take the law- of me—Rebuke Melinda for her. 
- malice-—fhe weeps with -wexation—Lord. ‘Quivertiit 44e 
iA Severe tipon me—L-retort his farcafim—am received with 
.the-utmo/ttenderne{s by Narciffa, who defires ta hear the — 
_Adtiflory of my life-—wevow eternal conflancytoone another— 
I retire-ain waked by'a meffenger who bringsa challenge 
oe Quiverwit;-whom, Timect, engage, and wang Aly: 
Yt 
Thanked pim for his advice, whieh, Kewever. my; pride 
andrefentment would not permit'meto-follow; forhbe a 
no fooner left -nie,-in order -to do juftice ‘to- my -charadter, ‘ sy 
among ‘his friends and ‘acquamtance, - than - I fallied : out 
dnd went dite@ly-to the Long-room.. 1 was met ‘at “the 
door: by a fervant, who prefented to mea billet. without. a 
fubfeription;-importing, that my prefence was difapreeable _ 
to the company, and-defiring I-would tekethe, hint with- 
out farther -difturbance, -and beftow myfelf elfewhere for 
the future. ‘This-peremptory meffage filled me with: indig-— 
nation—lI followed tlie fellow who delivered it, -and, fei~ 3 
zing him by the ‘coller-in \prefence of all -the companys 
_ thfeatened to :put him inftently to death, if the did ‘not. — 
difcover thefeoundrel whe bad-charged-him with fauch an 
 itpudent-commifiion, that 1 might: punifh - him. as Be de- 
 ferved. “Phe. méflénger, affrighted. at my menaces and fu 
_ Flous looks, fell upon -his: knees, and told me,’ J the. 
eee who‘ ordered him to-deliver. the, eae 7 
| R2 
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ether than Narciffa’s brother, who at Her time food. at 
the other-end of the room talking: to Melinda, -I went up — 
to him. immediately, and, in the hearing of his inamorata, 
accofted him in thefe’ words : ** Lookee, {quire, “was it 

*« not for one confideration that proteéis you from my re- 

** fentment, I would cane you where you ftand for having 

“« had the prefumption to fend me this fcurrilous intima- 
«* tions” which I tore to pieces, and threw in his face, 
at-the fame time darting an‘angry regard at his miftrefs, 
and telling her, I was forry fhe had put it out of my 
power to compliment her upon her invention, but at the 
expence ofher good nature and veracity. Her admirer, 
whofe courage never rofe but-in proportion to the wine he 
had {wallowed, inftead of refenting my addrefs in what is 
called an honourable way, threatened to profecute me for 

an affault, and took witneffes accordingly, while fhe, piqued 

at his pufillanimous behaviour, and enraged at the farcafm 

I had uttered againft her, endeavoured to make ber quar- 
rel a public caufe, and wept aloud with fpite and vexation. - 
The: tears of a lady could not fail of attra@ing the notice 

* and: concern of the fpeétators, to whom the complained of 
my ridenefs: with great bitternefs, faying, if fhe’ vwas-a 
man Idurft not ufe her fo. The greateft part of the gen- 
tlemeit, already prejudiced againft me, were offended at 
the liberty I had taken, as appeared from: their looks, 
though none of them fignified their difguft any other way, 
&xcept my Lord Quiverwit, who ventured to fay with a 
fneer, that 1 was in the right to eftablifl: my own charac- 
ter, of which he had now no longer any doubt. “Nettled: 

at this fevere eguivogue, which railed a langh at my ex- 
ence, | I replied with fome warmth, *¢ I am proud: of. 
‘having in that particular got the ftart of your lordfhip.” 
‘He made no anfwer to my repartee, but, with a con= 
temptuons {mile, walked off, leaving me in'a very difa- 
greeable fituation. In vain did IT make up to feveral peo- 
ple of my acquaintance, whofe converfation, I hoped, - 
would banifi my confufion; every body fhunned me like e 
a perfon infe&ted, and I fhould not have been able to bear Be 
my difgrace, had not the idea of the ever faithful and fond . 
Narcifla come to my ‘relief, I quitted the fcene of m 
niortification, and, fauntering about the town, happe de. 
to wake dated my cha when I found mayfelg — 
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juft oppofite to a toy- hop, shah I entered, and purcha- 

fed a ring fet witha ruby in the form of a heart, furround- . 
ed by diamond fparks, for which I paid ten guineas, in- 
tending it fora prefenttothe charmer of my foul, _—_.. 

1 was.introduced, at the hour appointed, to. this divine. 
creature, who, notwithftanding what fhe had heard to my 
difadvantage, received me with the utmoft confidence and 
tendernels, and, having been informed of the general 
fketches of my life by Mifs Williams, expreffed a defire of 
knowing the particular circumftances, which I related with . 
great candour, omitting, however, fome things which I 
concluded altogether improper for her ear, and which the 

-reader’s refle€tion will eafily fuggeft.. As my ftory° was 
little elfe than a recital of misfortunes, the tear of fympa-. 
thy-ceafed not to trickle from her enchanting, eyes during : 
the whole of the narration, which, when I had finifhed, fhe 
recompenfed me for my trouble with the moft aidcasing <s. 
proteftations of eternal love. She bewailed her reftrigted 
condition, as it was the means of retarding my happinefs; — 
told me, that Lord Quiverwit, by her brother’s permif- 
fion, -had been to drink tea with her that very afternoon, - 
and adtually propofed marriage ; and, feeing me extremely 
affeted with this piece of information, offered to give me 
a convincing proof of her affection by efpoufing me in pa 
vate, and leaving the reft tofate. Iwas penetrate = 
this inftance of her regard, but, that I] might not be | 
done in generofity, refifted the bewitching temptation, j in 
confideration of her honour and intereft ; at the fame time = 
prefented my ring as a pledge of my Si viclaby, attach-~ . 
ment, and on my knees implored Heaven to fhower its. 
curfes on my head, if ever my heart fhould entertain one. 
thought unworthy. of the pafion I then avowed. She re- , 
ceived my token, gave me in return her pidure fet in minia- 

ture, exquifitely drawn, and fet in gold, and in the fame . 
pofture called Heaven to witnefs, and to judge her flame. 

Our vows thus reciprocally breathed, a confidence of. hope: - 
enfued, and, our mutual fondnefs become: as intimate as - 
innocence would allow, I grew infenfible of the progrefs. cs 

of time, and it was morning before I.could tear anyfelf 

_ from this darling of my foul! My good angel. forelaw ,- 

ier would ipsa and. perinttiogs me to. indul; pe se my Fel 
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 on-this Oceafion, in’. ech edenstiel- -of the went abfence TI 

was dooined to fuffer. : a 
L-went to ‘bed immediately on my return 26 my Jodging, 
and having ‘flept- about -two' hours, was-waked* by- Strap, 
who, in great-confafion, told-me thére.was a footman be- 
low: witha letter “for me, which he would déliver to: no- 
body but myfelf.—Alarmed at this ~piece of news, “I de- 
fired-my friend to ‘fhew him up tomy chamber, and re- 
' ‘ceived a letter‘ from him, which ‘he faid, required: an ym- 

fe eae ale A ots el ed epee it and read: 


8S iS ray &- ‘ 
_ Wen any -msan-injures my ’ iets, ‘Jet: fhe differ 
* ence of rank “between us be-ever ‘fo great, ‘1-am-coen- 
s* tented 'to wave the privilege of my quality, and-to feek 
 #€-reparation from: him -on equal terms.—The infolence of 
© your-reply-to-me yefterday, ‘in the’Long-room, ‘Imight 
*¢ have overlooked, ‘had-not your: préfumptive -emulation 
*¢ in -a:much “more interefting -affair, and -a ‘difeovery, 
«© whieh I made this morning, -concurred in -perfuading 
*¢ .me-to-chaftife your audacity with my | fword.—If “you, 
‘* therefere, ‘have {pirit enough to fupport the chara&er 
**-you affume,-you will not fail to follow ‘the bearer’ im- 
si — -to-a convenient - peer where - — — ‘be 
GE. met * 
— -Qprvenwer ee 
oWhether T avas cneeeaned by the: ois and “favour -of 
Narciffa, -or awed ‘by the ’ ‘fuperior’ ftation of my antago- 
—nift, I know-not,' but I[-never ‘hada ‘lefs ‘inclination ‘to 
fight than at this time: “however, - ‘finding there was a ne- 
 eéffity* for vindicating the. reputation OF: my miftrefs, as 
well-as for afterting my ewn ‘honour, 1 forthwith rofe, 
and drefling in-a‘hurry, put-en my~ fword, bid ‘Strap -at- 
tend me, -and ‘fet out “with: “my conductor, curfing ‘my bad 
fortune all the way, for having been obferved-in my re= — 
turn from my -angel, for ‘fo'l interpreted -his ‘Lordfiip’s 
_difcovery. —When I came within Gght of my rival, his. 
‘ Jaequey told me he ‘had orders to ftop; upon whith E.. 
commanded Strap ‘to ‘halt alfo, while Tox iked ' 
ward, tefolved, “if poffible, to. come to an explanat 
with my challenger, before. we tho qd 
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Nor was an. opportunity” wantine ; for I no. foover °z aps 
proached,’ ‘than he afked, witha tlern couplenance, wet 
bufinefs’I-had- in Mr. Tophall’s o carden, fo. — im -the 
morning?— “eT don’t: know, my ‘Lordy fad? 1 < heavy 
«< to -anfwer-a queftion put. to me with fuch amagi ae uf 
‘ haughtinefs—1f your Lordihip: will pleafe to expoltn- 
«* Jate calmly, you-will-have no ‘caute to repent of your 
+e ‘condefcenfiop—otherw ite, I am not to’ be inthnidated 
“ 4nto any confeflion.’—© Tihere’s no room for denial,” 
anfwered he, ** Lfaw you come ont with wy awn eyes, 

‘© Did any other: perfon fee: me?” {aid .—* I neither 
6¢ knew nor care,” faid he: ** I want no other evidence 

* that that of my ‘own fenfes.”—Pleafed to hear that ‘the - 
fufpicion was confined to him alone, I endeavoured to. ap- 
peafe his jealoufy, by ownivg an intrigue with the-waiting — 
maid; but he had too. mach. difcernment to’ ‘be foeafiiy Le 
impoled upon; and: told:me:there-was only one way to _ 
convinee him of: the trutly of what baledged, which was 
no other than renouncing all claim to Narcifla upon: eath, 
and promifing upon shoacur,° never to féakito her for 
ihe future.—Exafperated-at this spropofal, T wnfleathed - 
my ‘fword, faying, ‘* ‘Heavens! what title have. you or 
* any man on earth ‘to‘impote fuch wage ‘on me !?? He 













did the fame, and, miaking' towards me, with-@ con 
brow, iid Iwas a villain, ard bac difhononred: Nareif’: 
—*< Ple%s-a feandalons villain,” 1 replic €a” an fa oem +. 
of fury, ** whe brands «me with that ieputai : sh 
est 





#93 a=thoufaid ‘tines more chdite | than the: mo a 
4 bore you;-and Lill affert wer hogour vy he i 
‘blood “So faying, +1 ‘Felted upen him 
eagerneis' than -addrels, and, envenyauring w 
his “point, received a word inary neck, avhich recén! 
viy rage.—*He excelled ‘mein temper as avell ai in'fih 
by" which mesnhs he parried niy throtis. wwithegte eat. Soap 

efs, until L had almoit exhawt hed ti pa pear’ Avi 
pe peresived we boca too “fag, at re Li 


expebted, he: oe ‘to. follow’ Ls 
a accordingly, = fword sees ¢ 


1 ny birt anit “din; aspen dy ove ee fe thc 
ive! semi dey — had Bt geben i e 2 
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and, of sonlequenee: that the se was me there- © 
fore determined not to die unrevenged, I tized das fhell,- 
which was clofe to my breaft, before he could difentangle . 
his point, and keeping it faft with my left hand, fhorten- - 
ed my own {word with my right, intending to run him -- 
through the heart ;. but he received the thruft in his left -- 
arm, which penetrated up to the fhoulder blade.—Difap- —. 
pointed in this expeftation, and afraid ftill that death 
would fruftrate my revenge, I grappled with him, and 
being much the ftronger, threw him upon the ground, 
where I wrefted his {word out of his hand; and fo great - 
was my confufion, inftead of. turning the point upon him, 
~{truck out three of his fore-teeth with. the hilt.—lIn the -. 
mean time, our fervants feeing us fall, ran up to feparate 
and aflift us; but before their approach, I was upon my - 
feet, and had difcovered that my fuppofed mortal wound 
was only a flight {cratch. The knowledge of my own 
fafety difarméd me of a good deal of my refentment, and... 
I began to enquire with fome concern into the fituation of 
my antagonift, who remained on the ground, bleeding ~ 
plentifully at his mouth and arm.—I helped his footman 
to raife him, and, having bound up his wound with my 
handkerchief, affured him it was not dangerous; I like- | 
wife reftored his fword, and offered to. fupport him to his. . 
own houfe.—He thanked me withan air of fullen dignity ; — 
and whifpering tome, that I fhould hear from him foon,, 
went away, leaning on his fervant’s fhoulder. _ 
I was furprifed at this promife, which I conftrued into. | 
a threat, and refolved, if ever he fhould call me out 
again, to ue whatever advantage fortune might give 
me over him in another manner.—In the mean time, I 
had leifure to take notice of Strap, who feemed quite. 
_ ftupifed with horror: 1 comforted him with an af- © 
-furance that I had received no damage, and explained _ 
the nature of this affair, as we walked homeward.— |. 
By. that. time I had got into my apartment, I found. 


the wound in my neck {tiff and unealy, and a good deal ne 


of clotted blood run down upon my fhirt: upon whic 
pulled: off my coat and waiftcoat, and unbutton ec 
collar, that I might drefs it with more eafe. “ 
no hala seg? my ya nie dyed with 
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crits - oO Jefus 1” and fell flat on the floor.—I. ftopt the 
bleeding with a little dry lint, and applying a plaifter 
ever it, cleaned myfelf from the gore, {hifted and dreffed, 
while he lay fenfelefs at my feet ; fo that when he reco- 
vered and faw me perfe@tly well, he could fcarce believe 
his-own eyes.—Now that the danger was paft, | was ve- | 
ry well pleafed with what had happened, which I did not 

doubt would foon become known, and, confequently, dig 


nify my charaéter not a little in this place—I was alfo” 


proud of having fhewn myfelf, in fome fhape,; worthy ef — 
the love of Narciffa, who, I was perfuaded, would net 
esas he ihesioe of me for what I aie done. | 


aC a A P. XXIV. 

7 am i estonid oe Retnan, aps ations Ps appear in fale: ana 
am. careffed—am fent for by Lord Quiverwit, whofe 
prefence I quit in a paffion—Narciffa is carried off by her 
. brother—lI intend to purfue him, and am diffuaded by my 
- Sriend—engage in play, and lofe all my money—fet out for 
- London—try my fortune at the gaming- -table without suc 

vee eer eaigee a letter from hice: satiate sk taylor. 3 


THILE 3 eatevtained myfelf with: thefe. refleGions; 

the news of the duel being communicated by fome 
unknown channel, fpread all over the town.—I was. vifit 
ed by Freeman, who teftified his furprife at finding me; 
having been told, that Lord Quiverwit being dead of his’ 
wounds; I had. abiconded, in. order to avoid the cogni~’ 
zance of the law. lated if people guefled the oceafion’ 
of the quarrel ; and underftanding it was attributed to his 
Lordfhip’s ' refentment of my reply in*the Long-room, 
.confirmed that conje€ture, glad to find Narciffa unfufpea- 


ed _My friend, after I had effured: him that my antagow 
-nift was in no'danger, wifhed me joy of the event, than 


which, he faid, nothing could happen more. “opportunely. 
to fupport the idea he had given of my charaéter to. his 
_ friends, among — he had been very Berieic o2 Dy 









he co: ioe fe latiere: I was a ilubad? rd a great many of = : 
Serer per ‘ons who fhunned me the 4 cases oe 
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And: I found. every body: making merry with the-ftoryef 
Melinda’s French gallant:—While 1 remained in -tifs 
place, [received a’mefage from Lord. Quiverwit, deGring, 
Af l-wasnot engaged,-to fee him-at:his-houfe, | : 
hither L immediately | repaired,-and was conduéed to 
an apartment, ‘where: was received -by his Lotdthip in 
bed. Being left by ourfelves, he thankéd-nie in’ very -po- 
‘ite terms, for having ufed the-advantage fortune had 
given me over him, with fuch moderation; and afked par- 
don for-any offence “his: refentment might have prompted 
him to commit-—<* 1 would willingly,” faid he, «make 
© you tny friend; but as it :is hnpoflible: for me: to divett 
felf of my paflion for Narciffa, fam too well convin- 
* ced of your fentiments, to think we “thall ever agree on 
“ thet fubjed. took the liberty, therefore, of fending 
“for you, in order to own candidly, that I cannot help 
** oppofing your. fuccels with \that -young lady y-though. 
**-atithe fame time 1 promife to regulate my -oppofition 
*‘ oby the di@ates-of jufticeand honour :.this, however, I 
“ think-proper: to advertife-you of, ‘that fhe has no inde- 
‘¢ pendent fortune, -end if you should-even fucceed in, your 
“« addreffes, you would have the ‘mortification to fee.her 
** veduced to indigence, unlefs you have wherewithal to 
© dupport: her—sandilam credibly infermed of your inca= 
“ opacity that. way,—-Nay, I mnuft-confels, that, urged by 
‘§ thatceonfideration, ]. have a@ually feit notice -to her 
_ (vbrother, of the: progrefs I fufpeét you have made im her 
‘* affection, and defired him ito take his precautions -ac- 
‘* cordingly.”—-Alarnmted and /proyoked ‘at -this' informa- 
tion, I told his Lordfhip, that d-.did not fee “how -he 
could: reconcile sthat piece of .condud: with- his -profefion 
ofrepen dealing, and flingaway from himina-pafhen, — 
CAs Towalked homeward, in hopes -of -hearing from my 
miftrefs: asaifval, by! means ef Milfs “Williams, 1 was fur- 
prifed ¥ ith: the ‘waving of-a‘handkerchief, from the win-. 
dow fefa iegach and fix that. pafled ‘by me'at-full {peed 5. 
- and. upon ther -ebfervation, Ifaw ‘a fervanton-horfe- 
back ‘vidingtafter it, who, [khesw! by-his. livery. ; 
ed to the {quire.—Thunderftruck with this difcove 
knowledge of my misfortune ‘ruiied ‘all ‘at -on 
réfledion ! \] gueffed: immediately that the figne 
by the-dear-hasd of Narcitfa, wha being hur 
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conta of Lord. Quiverwit’s meflage to her brother, 
had no:other method: of relating her-diftrefs, and impler- 
ing my affftance.-——Frantic. with thisconjeftare, I ran.ta 
my lodgings, {natched. my. piftols, and..ordered Strap. .to 
get pot horfes, with .fuch - incoherence: of fpeech'and: dif- 
‘order, that the poor valét, terrified with the fufpicion of 
another -duel, inftedd of providing. what. 1 defired, went 
forthwith:.to Freeman; whocbeing informed. of my beha- 
viour .came ftraight: to. my. apartment, and conjured: me 
fo: pathetically. to.acquaint him with:the-caufe of my un- 
eatinefs,. that 1 could not refufe to tell him that my. hap; 
pineis:was fled with Narciffa, and that I muft retrieve her 
or perifh.. He. reprefented the maduefs of fuch an. unders 
taking, and endeavoured.to divert me.from it, with great 
firength: of friend(hip.and.reafon but. all: his. arguments 
would have been ineffe€tual, had ‘he. not put-me :in:mind 
of the.dependence I ought to have on the love of, Narciffa, 
and attachment. of her maid, which could not: fail of find 
ing opportunities enough to advertife me of. their. fitua< 
tion ; and, at the fame time, demenftrated thea injury: my: 
charmer’s: reputation: muft fuffer fram my precipitate re+ 
treat. S was: convinced and compofed. by thele. confidera~ 
tions. ared in company with an air of tranquillity, — 
was well me : 


eived. by the beft: company in.town,.andmy — 


misfortune taking air condoled. accordingly; while 1 hak 4 


‘the fatisfadion of feeing Melinda fo univerfally.: difcountes 
nanced,: that fhe was: fain to return to. London, in order 
to avoid the feoffs and cenfure of the ladies at Bath, —But 
though .the. hope of hearing from the darling of my, fouk 
_ fupported my. fpirits:a. dittle while, 1 began to be very 1 ne 
eafy, when, at the end of feveral weeks, I found that ‘exe 
peaation  difappointed.—In. fhert,- melancholy, and ides, 
{pendence teok poffeflion, of my foul; and repining at. that — 
‘providence, which, by s@ing. the -ftep-mother | towar rds 
me,: kept me from: thefrnition of my. wilhes, 1. determin: 
-ed,in.a.fit. of defpair, to rifxall 1 had au the gaming-ta- 
ble, with a view of acquiring a fortune fufficient. to. ren- 
- der ime: independent for life; or of plunging. pmyfelf inte 
- fee ftate-of unifery, as would effectually cruth, every. 
_ ambitious: hope that new torttired my’ imagin tion. cone 
- A@uated by. this: Tatal refolution, I engaged. in play, 

alter fome turns ok fortune, found miyleli at the. esti 
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_ of three days, worth a thoufand pounds; but it was not: 
my intention to ftop there, for which caufe I kept Strap 
ignorant of my fuccefs, and continued my career until I 
was reduced to five guineas, which I would have hazard- 
ed alfo, had I not been afhamed to fall from a bett of ‘two 
hundred pounds to fuch-a petty fam. 

Having thus executed my fcheme, I went t home; amaz- 
et to find myfelf fo much at eafe, informed my friend 
Strap of my ‘mifchance, with fuch calmnefs, that he, ima- 
‘gining I joked, affefted to receive the tidings with great 
equanimity.—But both he and I found ourfelves’ miftaken 
very foon.—I had mifinterpreted my own f{tupidity inte 
deliberate refignation, and he had reafon'to believe me in 
earneft, when he faw me next morning agitated with the 
moft violent defpair, which he endeavoured to alleviate 
with all the confolation in his power. 

In one of my ‘lucid intervals, however, L charged bite 
to take a place in the ftage-coach for London ; and in 
the mean time paid my debts in Bath; which amounted 
to thirty-fhillings. only—Without taking leave of my 
friends, I embarked, Strap having the good fortune to 


_. find a return horfe, and arrived in town withont having 


“met with any thing remarkable on the road, fave that, 


- while we croffed Bagfhot heath, I was feized “with a fort 


of inclination to retrieve. my fortune, by laying paffengers 
nnder contribution, in fome fuch place.--Miy thoughts 
were fo circumftanced at this time, that I fhould have di- 

- gefted the crime of robbery, fo righteoufly had 1 concert- 

ed my plan, and ventured my life in the execution, ‘had I 

not been deterred by ‘refleding ian the infamy that at~ 
tends deteétion, 

go Che apartment I fornierly lived in being scneneiriale I 
took poffefion. of it; and neat day 1 went in queft of Ban- 

ter, who recerved me with open arms, in expeation of 
having his bond. difcharged to his liking: ‘but when he° 
underftood what had happened, his coutitenance changed, 
of a fudden, and he told me, witha drynefs of difpleafure 
peculiar to himfelf, that if he was:in my. place he would. : 
put ¥ out of fortune’s power to play him fuch_ another 
trick, and be avenged of his’ own indiferetion “at once. 
When oe defired - to’ a is meaning her 
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away without ‘farther ceremony, when T pat: bim in mind - 
of my indigence, aiid demanded the five guineas I’had 
formerly’ jent him. “* Five guitieds !” cried he, ‘‘ “Zounds, 
*« had you atted with common prudence, you might Have : 
« had twenty thoufand in your: pocket by this time. | 
te fo dependen upon five hundred from you, asmuch as if £ 
‘had had notes for it in the’ Bank; ; and by all the roles of : 
*< equity, you are indebted to me> “for that fum.”—] was 
neither pleafed nor convinced “by t this computation, ‘and 
‘infifted oniny right with fuch determined 6bftinacy, that 
‘he was fain to alter his tone, and appeafe my ¢élamour, ‘ by 
affluring me that he was not mafter of five {hillings.—So- 
‘ciety in diftrefs generally promotes good underftanding 
among people; from being a dun, I defcended to bea 
client; and afked his advice-about repairnig my loffes.-— 
‘He-counfelled me to have recourfe again to the gaming- 
table, where I ‘had fucceeded ‘fo well before, and to put 
tyfelf ina condition by felling my watch:—I followed 
his direGion; and having accommodated him with afew 
pieces, went to the place, where I loft every filling. 
I returned to my lodgings full of defperate refolutions, 
and: ‘having made Strap “acauainted with my fate, ordered 
him to pawn my. {word immediately, that I might bi 
enabled to make another effort.—This affeAionate cree 
ture no fooner underftood my purpofe, than feized with 
infupportable forrow at the profpea of my mifery, he 
‘burft into tears, and ‘afked what ‘I propoled to do after — 
the fmall fun he could raife onthe fword fhould he* fpent : 
ee Fp my ewn account,” faid he, <I am quite uncon- 
‘cerned; for while God {pares me health and thefe ten 
¥ $7 firigérs,- I can earn a comfortable fubfiftence any where 9 
‘* “bat what mutt become of - you, who have: lefs’ bumiility ee, 
ee tg ‘ftoop ‘and snore appetites to gratify?’ Pepe" ins 
‘terrupted him by faying , with a gloomy afpea, 1 fhould 
never want a refource while I had a loaded piftol in ny 
poftefion.—-Stupified with horror at this dreadful infinu- 
yn, he. ftood mute for fome time, then. broke out into © 
of his eat ite met fey" la you to Wwithftand that” 














— here's: ‘no re aie in ‘he raver “0 Ja, ‘that | 
ES ee come to this Pe awe! 
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2 THE ADVENTD 






vga tence ?-—Duium patientia fratene te ou are buta young 
*© man—there may be many good things in ftore for you— 
“© Accidit in punto quid-non {peratur in anno—Remember 


<< your uncle, Mr, Bowling; perhaps he is-now on_ his 


** voyage homeward, pleafing himfelf with the hopes of 
*¢ feeing and relieving you—nay, peradventure he is al- 
<< ready.arrived, the thip was expected about this time.” 


—A ray of hope thot athwart the darknefs of my foul at 
his fuggeftion; I thanked my friend for his feafonable 





is recollection, and after having ‘promifed to take no refolu- 
tion till his return, difmiffed him to Wapping for intelli- 


gence. 

In his abfence I was vifited by Banter, who being in- 
formed of my bad luck at play, told me, that fortune 
sponta probably be one day: weary of perfecuting me. “* In 

the mean time,” faid he ‘* here’s a letter for you, 
de Wiieh I received jut NOW, inclofed in one from Free- 


© man.’ I fnatched it with eagernefs, and knowing the 


fuperfciption. to be of Narciffa’s hand-writing, kifled. it 


waite tranfport ; and having opened it, read, 


4 “ IT is with great dificulty that I have ies fain 
:e the obfervation of thofe Spies whoare fet over me, this 


¢ opportunity of telling you, that 1 was fuddenly carried 
away from Bath, by my brother, who was informed. of 
our correfpondence by Lord Quiverwit, whom, Lfince 


«¢ ynder{tand you have wounded in a duel on my. account. 


«¢ Asi am fully convinced. of your honour and love, I 
«< hope Lwnall never hear of fuch defperate proofs of ei- 
«¢ ther for the future. I am fo ftrialy watched, that it 
<¢ will be impofible for vou to fee me, until my brother’s 


-«¢ fyfpicion. {hall abate, or Heaven contrive ‘fome. other 


«< unforefeen event in our behalf. In the ‘mean time you 
«¢ may depend on the conftancy and affection of 
ee Your owD 
ee Nancisss. 







ae ae health, ind realy @ ia pain ah you, + elf ee 
4 as it will be impraaicable for ‘you to -OnVev 


i>. 
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¢ meflage or letter to the place of our coli fmemias ¢ : 
—* for which reafon, pray defift from the attempt, . 
2 that by mifearrying might prolong our captivity. ~ 


ce N ; ae 





This kind letter afforded me great confolation : I com- | 
-municated it to Banter, and at the fame time. fhewed | him 
her picture: he approved of her beauty and good fenfe, and 
could not help owning that my negle@ of Mifs $1 : 
was excufable, when fuch a ye creature engrofted my 
attention. 

I began to be reconciled to my fate, and meine. : 
that if I could contrive means of fubfitting until my un- 
cle fhould arrive, in cafe he was not already at home, 
he would enable me to do fomething effeQual in behalf of 
my love and fortune. ‘I therefore confulted Banter about 
a prefent fupply, who no fooner underftood that I had 









credit with a taylor, than he advifed meto take offtwo. 5 
or three fuits of rich clothes, and convert them into cafh, ee 





by felling them at half price to a falefinan in Monmouth- 
ftreet. 1 was ftartled at his propolal, which I thought _ 
favoured a little of fraud; but he rendered it palatable by 
obferving that in afew Biowh: I might bein a condition 


todo every body juftice ; andin the mean time I was ace) 2S 






quitted by the honefty of my intention. I fuffered myfe ie 





to be perfuaded by his falvo, by which my neceflity rather ie 


than my judgment was convinced; and when I found 
there were no accounts of the fhip i - which my uncle em- © 
barked, actually put the {cheme in praétice, and raifed. 
by it five and twenty guineas, paying him for his advice 
with the odd five. ~ 














eS 








CHAP. ‘MXV. 


1 aes arrefied—carried - the Marflea Wea-pad my old ac- 
a aieawe beau Fach{on it that jail—he infornts me of 
his adventures—Strap arrives, aud with. difficulty. ie 
comsfes ted—Fackfon introduces me-to a. poet admirer 
his: converfation and’ capacityam. deeply. affected. witls. 
on pee) fortune — Strap. hives aes if as: a a 
barber. ‘ 
gpUT this expedi ent: was ina few» ieselts! aetended with 
1 Dpa  confequence I did not- forefee: a player having: 
purchafed one of the fuits which were expofed to fale, ap 
peared in it'on the ftage one night, while my: taylor un- 
fortunately happened to be prefent.—He: knew: it: imines: 
diately, and inquiring: minutely into’the affair,. difcovered: 
7) amy whole contrivance: upon which hecame-to my love 
is. and telling’ me that-he was very much ftraitened for, 
Want of money, prefented his bill, whieh: amounted tor 





~ 










: 5et.—Surprifed at this unexpeded addrefs, F affeed to: 


| ‘treat him cavalierly, {wore fome: oaths, adked if he: doubts: 
y honour, and telling hiny I fhould: take- care who 





ay £ alt with for the future, bid: him: cothe. agai in. three: 


days.—He obeyed me pundually, demanded? his. money, 
and finding himfelf amufed. with bare- promifés, arrefted. 
me that very day in the ftreet.—P was not‘ much fhocked: 
at this adventure, which, indeed, refeued'me froma hor 
rible fufpence in which I had lived-fince his-firft vifiti F 
refafed to go to a fpunging-lionfe, where: I had heard: 


- there was nothing but the moft flagrant impoftion > and: 





a coach being called, I wascarried to the Marfhalfea, at- 
tended by a bailiff and his fol lower, who were very much 


. difappointed and chagrined at my refolution. 


~The turnkey guefling from my appearance, that I had 
money in my pocket, received me with the repetition of — 
the Latin word depone, and gave me to underitand, tha 
mutt pay before-hand for the apartment 1 fhould chufe 
‘dwell in,—I defired to fee his convenience s,and hired afi dt 
-paultry bed chamber, for a crown a week, which, i 
other place, would not have let for half the me 
Bee taken ue son of yy ifmal habitat 
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dent for Strap, and my thoughts were bufied ; in ponte hee 
matter of confolation to that faithful {quire, when fome 
_ body knocked at my door, which I no fooner opened, 
than a young fellow entered, in very fhabby clothes and 
_; marvellous foul linen. After a low bow, he called me 
| by my name, and afked if I had fcrgot him. His voice 
‘}  affifted me in recolle@ing his perfon, which J foon recog- 
nized to be my old acquaintance beau Jackfon, of whom 
mention is made in the firft part of my memoirs,—lI faluted 
him, exprefled my fatisfaction at finding him alive, and 
condoied with him on his prefent fituation; which, how- 
ever, did not feem to affect him much, for he laughed 
very heartily.at the occafion of our meeting fo aunerpecedly 
in this place. 
After our. mutual compliments were over, I inquired 
about his amour with the lady of fortune, which feemed ’ 
to be fo near a happy conclufion when I had the pleafure 
of feeing him laft; and, after an immoderate fit of laugh- 
ter, he gave me to underftand,- that he had been’ egregi- 
oufly bit in that affair. *“ You muft know,” faid he, 
*© that a few days after our adventure with the bawd and 
«¢ her b—ches, I found means to be married to that fame A 
‘* fine lady you {peak of, and paffed the night with het, Ob co 
her lodgings, fo much to her fatisfaction, that early i in 
‘¢ the morning, after a good deal of faiveling and fobk 


“ 








x ay . 


«« the owned, that, fo far from being an heirels of a great 

*« fortune, the was no other than a common woman of the 

** town, who had decoyed me into matrimony, in order 
** to-enjoy the privilege of a femme couverte, and that, __ 
«© unlefs L made my efcape immediately, I fhould bea ar- 
‘ refted for a debt of her contracting by bailiffs employe or 
*« and inftru€ed for that purpofe. Startled at thisinti- 
«mation, L arofe in a. twinkling, and, taking leave of | 
« my fpoufe with feveral hearty damns, got fafe into the 
*¢ verge of the court, where I kept fnug until I was ap- 
* pointed furgeon’s mate of a man of war. at Portimouth ; ; 
5 oe which ee ] fet out ona ari went on board Me 


a 



















apis on: ee Te came to fee 
ag myfelf forgotten, and freed from Say wife and her 
| Q3 Gey 
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“ creditors, but had not edt | in town a week before 1 
“« was arrefted for a debt of her’s, amounting to 20/. and 
** brought to this place, where I have been fixed by ano- 
‘* ther action fince that timie. However, you know my 
** difpofition; I defy care and anxiety, and, being on the 
© half-pay lift, make fhift to live here tolerably eafy.”— 
‘congratulated bim on his philofophy, and, remembering 
that I was in his debt, repaid the money he. formerly lent 
me, which I believe was far from being unfeafonable. | 
then inquired about the economy of the place, which he 
explained to my fatisfastion, and, after we had agreed to 
mefs together, he was juff going to give orders for dinner 
when Strap arrived, 

[never in my life faw forrow fo extravagantly exprefied 
in any countenance as in that of my honeft friend, which 
was indeed particularly adapted by nature for fuch impref- 
fons. Being left by ourfelves, I communicated to him my 
difafter, and endeavoured to confole:him with the fame 
arguments he had formerly ufed to me, withal reprefent- 
ing the fair chance I had of being relieved in a fhort time 
by Mr. Bowling. But his grief was unutterable ; 3 he feemed 
tu give attention without liftening, and wrung his hands 
in filence; fo that 1 was in a fair way of being infeded 
with his behaviour, when Jackfon returned, and, perceiv- — 

Ang the deference I paid to Strap although in a footman’s 
e habit, diftributed his crumbs of comfort with fuch mirth, 
jollity, and unconcern, that the features of the diftreffed 
ao relaxed by degrees, he recovered the nfe of fpeech, 
ind began to be alittle more reconciled to this Jamentable 
a, We dined together on boiled beef and greens, 
‘brought from a cook’s fhop in the neighbourhood ; 3 and, 
although this meal was ferved up ina manner little corre- 
{ponding with the {phere of life in which 1 had lately 1i- 
> ved, I made a virtue of neceflity, eat with good appetite, — 
ot and ‘treated my friends with a bottle of wine, which had - 
the defired effect of encreafing the good humour of my _ 
tellow- prifoner,. and exhilirating the ; me . ise Bee 
pen talked 9 as pisfortune en rac 





ae 
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charged my lodging, for which I gave ew money. | 
Jikewife recommended to him the keeping my misfortune fe- 
_ ret, and faying tomy landlord, or any other who fhould 
inquire for me, that I was gone into the country for a few 
weeks: at the fame time | laid ftrong injunétions | ‘upon 
him to call every fecond day upon Banter, in cafe he thould. 
receive any letters for me from Narciffa by the channel'of 
Freeman, and by all means to leave a dire@ion for himfelf 
at my uncle’s lodgings in Wapping, by which I might be 
found when my kinfman thonld arrive. 
When he departed to: execute thefe orders, (whith’ _ 
the bye were pundually performed that very night,)«f 
found myfelf fo little feafoned to my fituation, that ‘I 
dreaded refle@ion, and fought fhelter from it in the com- 
pany of the beau, who, promifing to regale me with a. 
leGure upon tafte, conduéed ‘me to the common fide, 
where I faw a number of naked miferable wretches affem- 
bled together. ‘We had “net been there many minutes 
when a figure appeared; 1 prapped in a dirty rug, tied 
about his loins with two pieces of lift of different colours, 
knotted together, having a black bufhy beard, and: Mis ie 
head cevered with a huge mals of brown periwig, which. 
feemed to have been ravifhed from the crown of fome. 
{carecrow. This apparition ftalking in with great folem- 
nity, made a profound bow to the audience, who fignified 
their approbation by a general refponfe. of, ‘* How d’ye 
“* do, do@or ?” He then. turned towards. us, and ho-. 
‘noured Jackfon with a particular falutation ; upon which, 
my friend, in a formal manner, introduced him to m 
the name of Mr. Melopoyn. This ceremony. being — 
he advanced into the middle of the congregation, v 
crowded around him, and hemming three times, to 
utter aftonithment, pronounced, with great fignificance of 
voice and gefture, a very elegant and ingenious difcour 
_ “pon the difference between ‘genius and taite, ‘llufyating 
_ his affertions with apt quotations from the beft a 
| ancient as well as modern. When he had finifhed bis | 
 -¥angue, which lafted a full hour, he bowed ag — 
pees. not one “oF whom, i was informed, und 
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Be erever, their admiration ged ei - alent 6 
; ‘tribution, which Jackfon told me, one week with another 
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amounted to ohtoa pence, de nee ftipend, a | 
gether with fome {mail presents “ich he received f 
making up differences and de sidws cailfes amongft ae / 
prifoners, juft enabled him to vreathe, and walk about in 
the grotefque figure Ihave defcribed. 1 ucderftood allo, 
that he was an excellent poet, and had coinpoled a trage-_ 
dy, which was allowed, by every body who had {een it,. 
to be a performance of great merit 5 that wis. Jearning was. 
infinite, his morals unexceptionable, and his-modsity i in- 
vincible, Such a chara@er could not fail of attracting my 
repard; 1 longed impatiently to be acquainted with him, 
and defired Jacl kion would engage him to {pend the even- 
ing in my apartment. My requelt was granted ; he fa- 
voured us with bis company, and, in the courfe of our con- 
verfation, perceiving that had a flrong paffion for the 
belles lettres, acquitted himfelf fo well on that fuljet that I 
expreffed a ferveut defire of feeiug his productions : : in this 

too he gratified my inclination—he promifed to bring his 
tragedy to my room next day, and in the mean time 

entertained me with fome detached pieces, which gave 

Mme a very advantageous idea of his poetical talent. A-- 
‘mong other things L was. particularly pleafed with fome 

elegies in imitation of Tibullus, one of which I beg leave 

to fubreit to the reader, as a {pecimen of his: complexion 

a niionan 


\ 


i, 


A | 
Wuere now are all my flatt’ring dreams of joy ? x 
Me _Monimia, give my foul her wonted reft!—-_- 
Since firft thy beauty fix’d my rovingeye, ae 
_ Heart-knawing cares corrode my penfive brat | 











eet happy lovers fly where pleafures call, ie 
- With fettive fongs beguile the fleeting hour, eS 
Lead beauty thro’ the mazes of the ball, ~ eee 
Or ee a wanton in love’s rofeate bow'r. 
: Hil. 






wi bite etialhger pipe, and virgins oes Seana 
> Nor wander thro’ the woodbine’s s fragrant thal, 
or ' ° ake the mufic of the greys refound. 5 
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IV. 
Pil feek fome Jonely church, ord: zary hall, 
Where fancy paints the glimm’ring taper blue, 
_ . Where damps hang. mould?ring on the ivy’d wall, 
And theetea.ghofts. drink, up theamidnight dew: 
Vv. 


| There, leagu’d with hopelefs anguith and defpair, 
Bs while in filence.o’er: my-fate repine ; 
Bhen, with a long farewe} to: love and. cares, 
To. bind red daft ny weary limbs confign. — 
Ee NT , 
Zi Witt shai ‘Monin, fhed a gracious: tear. 
On the-cold srave where all my forrows ret? =, 
Strew vernal flow’rs, applaud:my love fincerey. 
And bid: ithe? a hie: ligh t upon my breaft?: 
: 
Lwis J weadernlle affedted: with: this pathetic eaihbdaintl: 
which feeied- fa: well calculated for my own difappoint- 
ment ilove, that'k could: not help attaching: the. idea. of 


-Narciff@: to the name of’ Monimia, and of forming fuck 


melancholy prefages of my- pafion, that b could not teco- 

ver my tranquillity, and was fain. to have recourfe : 
bottle, which prepared me for a profound fleep- that b 
could/not otherwife have enjoyed. Whether thefe impref 
fions invited and introduced a train. of other melancholy: 
refleGions, ar my fortitude was all exhanfted. in the effort; 
Imade: againft defpondence, the firft day of my imprifon-. 
ment, I cannot determine; but | awoke im the horrors,, 
and found: my imagination haunted with“fuch difmal.ap- 
paritions, that [was ready to.defpair: and I. believe the: 
reader will own, that I hadno great canfe to congratulate: — 






myfelf, wien I confidered’my fituation. I was interrupted: 


eck 


ment of my peace, by letting me know he had! hin o 
‘felfasa journeyman- -barber, by which means heavouldnots | eee 
only: fave mea confiderable, expence, but: even make fhift: a) 





in the midft of thefe- gloomy apprebenfions by the arrival: 
of Strap, who contributed: not a: little to the re-efl ablifh: 











0 Jay up fomething for my fubfiftence after my more 
rowuld: ve fpent, -in us I thould not be. sear ao peur: 7 














euriofity to know the av event of a: A 
unworthy of his merit. 
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CH AP. XXVI. 


ee 


I flea 1 iMMelopoyn’s Saeed. and conceive 2 ee opinion Sf 
his age he recounts kis adventures. ey 2 


THILE we eat our breakfatt togdliers I acquainted ae 
him with the charaéier and condition of the poet, 
who came in with his play at that inftant, and, imagining 


- we were engaged about bufinefs, could not be prevailed — 


upon to ft, but, leaving his performance, went away.— 
My friend’s teider heart was melted at the fight of a gen- 
tleman and Chriftian (for he had a great veneration for 
both thefe epithets) m fuch mifery, and affented with 
great cheerfulneis toa propofal i made of clothing him with 
our fuperfluities, a talk with which he sisal ae ahi and 
departed immediately to perform it. - . 

He was no fooner gone than 1 locked my deans ree fat. 
down to the tragedy, which l read to the end with vat. 
pleafure, not a little amazed at the condu& of the mana- 
gers who had rejeted it. The fable, in my opinion, was. 
well chofen, and naturally conduéed ; the incidents in- 
terefting ; the chara@ers beautifully contrafted, ftrongly: 
marked, and well fupported; the dition portal. fpirit- — 
ed, and correét; the unities of the drama maintained with 
the moft {crupulous exadinefs; the opening gradual and 
eugaging ; the peripeteicia furprifing, and the cataftrophe 
affecting : in fhort, I judged. it by the: laws of Ariftotle 
and. florace, and could find nothing i in it-exceptionable but 
a little too much embellithment in fome few places ; which. 





objeGion he removed to my fatistadion by a quotation — : 


from Ariftotle’s Poetics, unporting, that the leaft inte- 
refting parts of a poem ought to be railed and. cipnibed: by 


k fhe charms.and energy of diGion.. 


A revered his-yenius, and was fled with an eager 








ed ve a bundle | of clothes, 


regard, ad delved tite ia of ts com 


ay He acey ae pee ae invitat 0 
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ent drefs, which altered his figure very much to his 
advantage. I perceived by his countenance that his heart 
was big with gratitude, and endeavoured to prevent his 

acknowledgments, by afking pardon for the liberty I had 
taken ; he made no reply, BVG with an afped full of ad- 


miration and efteem, bowed to the ground, while the tears — 


gufhed from his eyes. Affected with thefe fymptoms of 
an ingenuous mind, | fhifted the converfation from this 


fubject, and complimented him on his performance, which 


JT affured him afforded me infinite pleafure.. My approba- 
tion made him happy: dinner being ferved, and Jackfon 
arrived, I begged their permiffion for Strap to fit at table 
with us, after having informed them, that he was a perfon 
to whom I was extremely obliged ; they were kind enough 
to grant that favour, and we eat together with “great har- 
mony. and fatisfaction. 
Our meal being ended, I expreffed my wonder at the 
little regard Mr. Melopayn had inet with from the world, 


and fignified a defire of liearing how he had been treated 


by the managers of the play- -houfes, to whom, I underftood 
from Jackfon, lie had offered his tragedy without fuccefs. 
*¢ There is fo little entertaining in the incidents of my 
«© Vife,” faid he, “ that 1am fure the recital will not re- 
* por psite your attention; but, fnce you difcover an 
ee” inclination to know them, I underftand my duty too 
*¢ well to epee yout defires.” : 





MY father, who was a curate in the country, bein: by 


ge narrownefs of his circumi{tances, hindered from main- 
taining me at the univerfity, took the charge of my edu- 


cation upon himfelf, and laboured with fuch induftry and - 


concern in the undertaking, that I had little caufe to re- 
gret the want of public mafters. Being at great pains to 





confult my natural bias, he difcovered in me, betimes, an 


inclination for poetry ; Upon which he recommented. to 
ame a 1 intimate acquaintance | with the claflics, in the cul= 
on of which he aflifted me with paternal zeal, and 





eh “When he pees me. ee 











Sieh: 
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either or both.of.them. lived? and he being curious to know 


“delivered my performance without proper reco 





%2 THE ADVENTURES OF 
© About the age of eighteen . grew ambitioas of under- 
ee g a work of fome confequence, and, with iny father’s 
approbation, actually planned the tragedy you have read ; 


but, before I had fnifhed four ads, that ‘Tatatachy parent 
A ae, and left my mother and me in very indigent circum- 
“flances. A. near . relation, compaffionating our diftrefs, 


took us into his family, where I brought - my fable to ‘a. 
conclufion, and foon after my mother quitted this life.— 


When my forrow for this melancholy event had fubfided, 
 Itold my kinfman, who was a farmer, that, having paid 


any laft duty to my parent, I had now no- a tichmene to 
detain me in the country, and. therefore was refolved to fet 


-ouit for London, and offer my play to the ftage, where 





Tdid not doubt of acquiring a large fhare of fame as well 
as fortune, in which cafe I fhould not be unmindful of my 
friends and henefaGors. My coufin was ravilhed with the 
profpect of my oa and willingly contributed towards 
the expence of fitting me ont for the expedition. ees 
Accordingly Ltooka place i in the Waggon, and arrived 


in. town, where L-hired an ‘apartment in a garret, willing 


to live.as frugal as poilible until T fhould know what I 
had to: -expea from the manager, to ‘whom | intended to 
offer my. -play—for thozgh | 1 looked upon mydelf as per- 
fealy fecure of a good reception, imagining that a paten- 
tee would be as eager to receive as I to prefent my pro- 
du@ion, Idid not know whether or not he might not be 
pre- engaged in favour of another author, wv hich. would 


certainly retard my fuccels. On this confideration too I 


determined to be fpeedy in my application, and even to 
wait upon one of the managers. ‘the very next day. For 
this purpofe lenquired of my Jandlord, if he knew where 


aa ee 












my bufinefs, and at the fame time appearing to be 
honeft, friendly man, (a tallow-chandler, ach 

acquainted with my defign ; 3 upon. Which he t 
IT went the wrong way ta work; that Iwo 
fnch eafy-accefs to a manager as. A imagined, 


tion, it would be as onetoa thoufand ifever 
aminded. ¢s Take Riss 3 adyice,”’ faid be, << cand, 
* nefs is done. One .of the patentees is a 8 
** lic as A am, and ufes the fame father who CO 
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4 T will make you acquainted with this good prieft, who- 
«¢ is an excellent fcholar, and if he fhould approve of your 
_ © play, his recommendation will go a great way in de-: 
. © termining Mr. Supple to bring it om the ftage.” LTap- 
plauded his expedient, and was introduced to the friar,: 
who, having perufed the tragedy, was pleafed to fignity: 
his approbation, and commended-me in particular for ha- 
_ ving avoided all reflections upon religion. He pramiled to 
~—ufe all his influence with his fon Supple in my behalf, and ~~ 
to inform himfelf that very day, when it would be proper 
for me to wait upon him with the piece. He was punc- 
tual in performing his engagement, and next morning gave 
me to underftand, that he had mentioned my affair to the. 
- manager, and that I had no more to do than to go to his 
houfe any time in the forenoon, and make ufe of his name,. 
upon which I fhould find immediate admittance. 1 took 
his advice, put my performance in my bofom, and, having » 
received direGtions, went immediately to the houfe of Mr.» 
Supple, and knocked at the door, which had a wicket in- 
the middle, faced with a net-work of iron, through which 
afervant, having viewed me fome time, demanded to know . 
my bufinefs. I told him my bufinefs was with Mr. Supple, 
and that I came from Mr. O’Varnidh. He examined my 
appearance once more, then went away, returned ina few.” 
minutes, and faid his mafter was bufy, and could.not. be : 
_feen. Although I was a little mortified at-my difappoint-_ 
ment, Iwas perfuaded, that my reception was owing to 
Mr, Supple’s ignorance of my errands and, that I might 
meet with no more obftruétions of the ine kird, I defi- 
red Mr. O’Varnifh to be my introdudtor the next time. 
He complied with my requeft, and obtained immediate 
admittance to the manager, who received me with the nt-. 
moft civility, and promifed to read my play with the firk Troha 
convenience. By his own appointment I called again . 4 nee 
a fortnight, but he was gone out; I return oy in a week ie : 
_ after, and the poor gentleman was extremely yil 5 es 
pewed my. vifit in a fortnight after that, and 
e. hac yen fo ee fatigued yee iat ta 
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at the end of which I appeared seni before the wicket, 
was let in, and found him laid up with the gout. Ino 
fooner entered his chamber than, looking at me with a 
eating eye, he pronounced, “* Mr. Melopoyn, I’m 
‘ heartily forry for an accident that has happened during 
«© my illnefs—you muft know, that my eldeft bay, finding | 
** your manufcript upon the table in the dining-room 
** where I ufed to read jt, carried it into the kitchen, 
s¢ and leaving it there, a negligent wench of a cook-niaid, 
<¢ miftaking it for wafte-paper, has expended it all but a _ 
*« few leaves in fingeing fowls upon the fpit—but I hope | 
_“€ the misfortune is not irreparabie, fince, no doubt, you 
‘© have feveral copies.” 

- I proteft to you, my good friends Mir. Random, I was 
extremely fhocked at this information! but. the good-na- 
tured gentleman feemed to be fo much affected with my 
misfortune, that I fupprefled: my concern, and told him 
- that, although I had not another copy, I fhould be able: 
to retrieve the: lofs by writing another from my memory, 
which was very tenacious, You cannot imagine how well 
pleafed Mr. Supple was at this affurance; he begged I 
would fet about it immediately, and carefully revalve and: 
recolleét every circum{tance, before I pretended to commit 
it to paper, that it might be the fame individual play he 
had perafed. Encouraged by this injun@ion, which plainly: 
demonftrated how much: he interefted hiimfelf in the affair, 
I‘tafked my remembrance-and induftry, and in three weeks 
produced the exact image of the former, which was con-- 
veyed to him: by at: good friend Father O’Varnith, who 
“told me next day, that Mr. Supple would revife it fuper- 
ficially, in order to judge of its famenefs with the other, 
and then give his final anfwer. For this examination I 
allotted a week, and, in full confidence of feeing it acted — 
ina little while, demanded. an audience of the manager 
wher that term was expired. But alas I the feafon had flip- 
ba “ped: away infenfibly ; ; lie convinced me, that, if my play: rhad 
_ . becii put into rehearfal at that time, it could not have been . 

— veady for: performing antil the end of March, when iM F 
nefit nights came on; confequently it would have int fe: shes 
with the intereft of the piers whom it was m - 
not to difoblige, 

I was fain to acqniefce: in thefe- reafons, whi 
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fire, were extremely juft! and to referve my performance 
to the next feafon, when he hoped I would not be fo un- 
lucky—Althongh it was a grievous difappointment to - 
me, who by this time began-to want both money and ne- 
ceffaries, having, on the ftrength of my expedation from 
the theatre, launched ont into fome extravagances, by 
which the fum I had brought to town was already almoft 
confumed. Indeed, I ought to be afhamed at this circum- 
{tance of my conduét; for my finances were fuficient, 
with good economy, te have maintained me comfortably 
a whole year. You perhaps will be amazed when tell 
you, that in fiz months I expended nota farthing lefs than 
ten guineas: but when one confiders the temptations to 
which a young man is expofed in this great city, efpeci- 
ally if he is addited to pleafure as Lam, the wonder will 
vanifb, oratleaft abate. Nor was the caufe of my con- 
cern limited to my own fituation entirely: I had wrote an 
account of my good reception to-my kinfman the farmer, 
and defired him to depend upon me for the money he had 
kindly accommodated me with about the end of February ; 
which promife I now found myfelf unable to perform.—_ 
However, there was no remedy but patience: I applied 
to my landlord, who wasa very good-natured man, can- 
didly owned my diftrefs, and begged his advice an laying 
down fome plan for my fubfiftence. He readily p romifed 
to confult his confeflor on this fubjeé&, and in the’ mean, 
time told me, I was welcome to lodge and beard. with bun, "9 
until fortune fhould put it in my power to make reftitu- 
tion. 
Mr. O’Varnish, bee informed of my neeerti ity, fered: 
to introduce me to the author of a weekly paper, who, he 
did not doubt, would employ mein that way, provided 
he fhould find me duly qualified; but, upon enquiry, I 
underftood, that this journal was calcta ted to fo: 
WVifions in’ the cemmonweaith, and th a 
be poeed stam engaging In. at, .. dele 
















. might dlpok of toa bookloller for: a pretty. 
- money, and perhaps eftablifh my own chara 
: wiki : this event would infallibly eau 
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I was charmed with this profpe@, and, having heard what 
fricnds Mr. Pope acquired by his paftorals, fet about a 
work of that kind, and-in lefs than fix weeks compofed 
as many eclogues, which I forthwith offeréd to an emi- 
nent bookfeller, who defired | would leave them for his 
perufal, and he would give mean anfwer in two days. 
At the end of that time 1 went to him, when he returned | 
_ the poems, telling me they would not anfwer his purpofe, | 
and {weetened his refufal by faying there were fome good 
_. clever linesin them. Not a little deje@ed at this rebuff, 
which I learned from Mr. O’Varnifh, was owing to the — 
opinion of another author, whom this bookfeller always 
confulted on thefe occafions, I applied to another perfon 
of the fame profeffion, who told me, that the town was 
cloyed with paftorals, and advifed me, if I intended to 
profit by my talents, to write fomething fatirical or luf- 
cious, fuch as 7he Button-hole, Shockey and Towzer, The 
Leaky Veffel, @c. And yet this was aman-in years, who 
wore a reverend periwig, looked like a fenator, and went 
regularly to church, Be that as it will, I fcorned to pro- 
_ ftitute my pen in the manner he propofed, and carried my 
papers toa third, who affured me that poetry was entirely 
out of his way, and afked, if I had got never a piece of 
fecret hiftory thrown tmto a feries of letters, or a volume 
of adventures, fuch as thofe of Robinfon Crufoe and Co- 
lonel Jack, or a collection of conundrums, wherewith to 
entertain the plantations? Being quite unfurnifhed for this. 
dealer, I had recourie to another with as little fuccefs, and 
I verily believe was rejected by the whole trade. 
I was afterwards perfuaded to offer myfelf as a tranfla- 
tor, and accordingly repaired to a perfon who was faid to 
entertain numbers of that clafs in his pay: he affured me 
. he bad already a great deal of that work on his hands, 
which he did not know what to do with, obferved, that 
~ ¢ranflation was a mere drug, that. branch of literature | 
~ being overftocked by an inundation of authors from North- 
' Brita, and afked what I would expec per theet for ren- 
~ dering the Latin claflics into Englifh, That I might Hot se 
make myfelf too cheap, I determined to fet ahigh price 
upon my qualification, and demanded half a guinea for * 
every tranflated fheet.—‘ Half a guinea !” cried he, ft oe 
ring at me; then paufed a little, and faid he had no 
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cafion for my fervice at prefent: I found my error, and,. 
refolving to make amends, fell one half in my demand: 
upon which he ftared at me again, and told me his hands 
were full. Lattempted others without finding employ- 
ment, and was aéiually reduced toa very uncomfortable 


‘profpe@, when I bethought myfelf of offering my talents 


to the printers. of halfpenny ballads, and other fuch occa~ 


_ fional.effays a3 are hawked abont.the ftreets. With this 


view Lapplied to one of the moft noted and vociferous of © 


‘this tribe, who direfed me to a perfon whom I found en 
_ tertaining a whole crowd of them with gin, bread, and 


cheele: he carried me into a little back parlour, very 
neatly furnifhed, where I fi gnified my defire of being en-" 


rolled among his writers, and was afked what kind of 


compofition I profeffed?) Underftanding that my inclination 
leaned towards poetry, heexprefled his fatisfa@ion, telling, 
me, one of his. poets: had loft his fenfes, and was confined: 
in Bedlam, and the other was become dozed by drinking — 
drams; fo that he had not done any thing tolerable thefe 
many weeks. When I propofed, that he fhould enter 
into terms of agreement, he gave me to underftand, that 
his bargains were always conditional, and his ses ve paid: 


-in proportion to the fale of their works, 


Having therefore fettled thefe conditions, hick (I da: 
affure you) ‘were not very advantageous to me, he afigned — 
me 2 fubje& for a ballad, which was to be finifhed.in two. 
hours; and I retired to my garret: in order to perform, © 
his injunétion.—As the theme happened to fuit my fancy,, 
Icompleted a pretty fort of an ode within the time pre-- 
{cribed, and brought it to-him, big with hope of profit 
and pleafure.. He read it ina twinkling, and, tomy utter 
aftonifhment, told me it would not do; though: indeed,. 


he owned I wrote a good hand, and fpelled’ Very well, bikes eae 
ie ee ae was too high | flown, ee of conte: pence not 
f his: ci ou 7 
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tured the expence of printing and paper, and, if I remem- 
ber aright, my fhare of the fale amounted to four pence 
halfpenny. 

From that day, I ftudied the Grub-ftreet manner with 
great diligence, and at length became fuch a proficient, 
that my works were in great requeft among the moft polite 
of the chairmen, draymen, hackney-coachmen, footmen, 
and fervant maids: nay, Ihave enjoyed the pleafure of 
feeing my produétions adorned with cuts, pafted upon the 
wall as ornaments in beer-cellars, and coblers ftalls; and 
have a@tuafly heard them fung in clubs of fubftantial tradef- 
men.—But empty praife, (you know, my dear friend,} 
will not fupply the cravings of nature.—lI found myfelf in 
danger of ftarving in the midft of all my fame; for of ten 
fongs I compoled, it was well if two had the good fortune 
- to pleafe.—For this reafon I turned my thoughts to pro™, 
and during a traét of gloomy weather, publifhed an appa- 
rition, on the fubftance of which I fubfifted very com- 
fortably a whole month: I have made many a good meal 
upon a monfter; a rape has often afforded me great fatif- 
fadion ; but a Piurder, well-timed, was my never-failing 
refource.— What then! I was a moft miferable flave to 
my employers, who expected to be furnifhed, at a minute’s 
warning, with profe and verfe, juft as they thought the 
circumftances of the times required, whether the inclination 
was abfent or prefent. Upon my fincerity, Mr. Random, 


~Lhave been fo much peftered and befieged by thefe children — 


_of clamour, that my life became a burden to me, 
ee rd AP, XXVIL 


The continuation ane conclufion f lr. Melopayn’ 5 fory. 


; Mave shift, S eonhfaidn, to majotat myfelf till 





‘ _ the beginning of ext winter, when I renewed my ad-— 
o Greats to my friend Mr. Supple,. and was moft gracioufly 
Banta cite | have been thinking of your affair, Mr. 


et 


faid he, << and am determined to thew how : 
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‘¢ approve your play, his patronage will fupport it againgt - 


«€ all the efforts of envy and ignorance ; for I do affure 
*€ you, that merit alone will not bring fuccefs.—I have 


ee already {poke cf your performance to Lord. Rattle, 


aoe 


_ better.—I was tranfported with this reception, and pro-— 
mifed, (with many acknowledgments of his Lordthip’s | 


month, 


‘g one eo the actors at Ju oiatese! with | 


* and if you will call at my houle in aday or two, you 


_ € fhall have a letter of introdu@ion to his Lordthip,’—I 
was fenfibly touched with this mark of Mr. Supple’s 


friendfhip, and looking upon my affair as already done, 


‘went home, and imparted my good fortune to my land- 
lord; who, to render my appearance more acceptable to 


my patron, procured a new fuit of clothes for Ae on ga 


ee own. credit.. 


Not to trouble you with ie particulars, I carried : ‘my 


tragedy to his Lorfhip’s lodgings, and fent it up along eg 
with Mr. Supple’s letter, by one of his fervants, who de- me 


fired me, by his Lordfhip’s order, to return in a week.— 


I did fo, and was admitted to his Lordihip, who receiv- — 
ea me very courteoufly, told me he had perufed my play, 


which he thought on the whole, was the beft coup d 
he had ever feen; but that he had marked fome places 
the margin, witch le imagined might be altered for the 





generofity,) to be governed folely by his advice and di- 


retin «* Well then,” faid he, “* write another fair co- — 


‘py with the alterations 1 have propofed, and bring it 
¢* tome as foon as poflible, for 1 am refolved to have it — 
<‘ brought on the ftage this winter.”—-You may be fare. 


| fet about this tak with alacrity, and although I found — 


his Lordfhip’s remarks much more numerous and of 
importance than I expeced, I thought it was not 
tereft to difpute about trifles with my patrol rr 
new-modelled it aecording ‘to his a in 
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to difpute with him, who had been a player thefe bea 
years, and underitood the economy of the ftage better 
than any man living. I was forced to fubmit, and his. 
_ Lord{hip propofed the fame aor fhould read the whole 
play, in the evening, before fome gentleman of his ac- 
quaintance, whom he would convene at his lodgin 1gs for: 
that purpofe. . 

I was prefent at the reading ; and T proteft to you, my - 
dear friend, I never underwent fucha fevere trial in the 
whole courfe of my life, as. at that jun@ure! for although: 
the player might be a very honeft man and a good per- 
former, he was exceflively illiterate and affuming, and. 
made a thoufand frivolons objections, which I was not 
‘permitted to anfwer: however, the piece was very much 
applauded on the whole; the gentlemen prefent, who I 

-under{tood were men of fortune, promifed te countenance 
- and fupport it as much as they could; and. Lord Rattle 
 affuring me, that he would aa the part of a careful nurfe 


to it, defired me to carry it home, and-alter immediate~ 


ly according to their remarks.—I was fain to acquiefce in 
his determination, and fulfilled his injanéions with all the 
expedition in my power; but before I could prefent the 
new copy, my godd friend Mr. Supple had difpofed of his 
property and patent to one Mr. Brayer; fo that. frefh 
intereft was to be made with the new manager.—This tafk 
Lord Rattle undertook, having fome acquaintance with 
him, and recommended my peteunanes fo ftrongly that it 
was received, 

IT looked upen myfelf now, as upon the eve of reaping _ 


“the fruits of all my labour: I waited a few days.in ex- 


-pediation of its being put into rehearfal, and wontes te 
at the delay, applied to my werthy patron, who exculed: 
Mr. Brayer on account of the multiplicity of bofinefs in 
whicle ane was. in olved; and bid me beware of teazing 

reared meh wee Beatie: and’ exerted 
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fach ‘alterations as he had propofed by obfervations in the 
margin, I might depend upon his compliance. 
Thunderftruck at this difappointment, I could not, for 
fome minutes, utter one fyllable: at length, however, I 
complained bitterly of the manager’s infincerity in amu- 
‘fing me fo long, when he knew from the beginning, that 
he could not gratify my defire.—But his Lord{iup repri- 
manded me for my freedom, faid Mr. Brayer was a man 
of honour, and imputed his behaviour, with refpea& to me, 
“to nothing elfe but forgetfulnefs.—And indeed I have 
had fome reafon, fince that time, ta be convinced of his 
bad memory ; for,-in fpite of appearances, | will not al- 
low myfelf to interpret his condua any other way.——Lord 
Rattle obferving me very much affected with my difap- 
pointment, offered his intereft to bring on my play at the 
other houfe, which I eagerly accepting, he forthwith 
wrote a letter of recommendation to Mr. Bellewer, actor 
and prime minifter to Mr. Vandal, proprietor of that | 
theatre; and defired me to deliver it with my tragedv, 
without lofs of time.—Accordingly, I haftened to his 
houfe, where, after having waited a whole hour’ in alob-— 
by, I was admitted to his prefence, and my performance 
received with great ftate—He told me he was extremely 
bufy at prefent, but he would perufe it as foon as poffi- 
ble; and bid me call again in a week. I took my leave, 
not a little aftonifhed at the port and fupercilious beha- _ 
viour of this ftage player, who had not treated me with 
good manners; and began to think the dignity of a poet ~ 
greatly impaired fince the days of Euripides and Sopho- 
cles; but all this was nothing in comparifon of ne I 
have fince obferved. - ae ee 
Well, Mr. Random, I went back at the. p 
time, and was told that Mr. Bellowe 12 
could not fee me.—I repeated my vafit 
and having waited a confiderable time, 
an audience, during which lie faid, 
my play.—Nettled at this ufage, 1 
ho. longer, but telling him, 1 imagine 
paid more deference to Lord Rattle 
demanded my manufcript with fon 
: ~ s Ay,” fad he, in a Fes 

















: 








tie ATE 


362 THE ADVENTURES OF 





at which . fat, he took out a bundle, and Creew it upon. 


a table that was near him, pronouncing the word, ** There,” 
with great difdain.x—I took it up, and perceiving, with 


fome furprize, that it was a comedy, told him, it did not. 


belong to me; upon which he offered me another, which 
I alfo difclaimed.—A third was produced, and rejected 
for the fame reafon. At Jength he pulled out a whole 
handfal, and fpread them before me, faying, “* There are 


*« feven—take which you pleafe—or take them all.”—I _ 


fingled ont my own, and went away, {truck dumb with 
admiration at what I had feen—not fo much on account 
of his infolence, as of the number ef new plays, which, 
from this circumftance, I concluded were yearly offered to 
the ftage.—You jmay be fure I did not fail to carry my 
complaint to my patron, who did not receive it with all 
the indignation I expeed; but taxed me with precipi- 
tation, and told me, I mutft Tay my account with bearing 
the humours of the players, if I intended to write for the 
ftage.—‘* There is now no other remedy,” faid he, ‘* but 
‘* to keep it till the next feafon for Mr. Brayer, and alter 
‘* itat your leifure in the fummer time, according to his 
«“« diredions.”-——IL was now reduced to a terrible alterna- 
tive, either to quit all ‘hopes of my tragedy, from which 
I bad all along promifed myfelf a large fhare of fortune 
and reputation, or to encounter eight long months of ad- 
verfity, in preparing for, and expecting its appearance.— 
This laft penance, painful as it was, feemed moft eligible 
te \my reflefion at that time? aad therefore I refolved 
te undergo it. 

‘Why fhould I tire you with particulars of no confe- 
quence? I wreftled with extreme poverty, until the time 
of my probation was expired; and went to my Lord Rat- 
tle, in order t amind him of my affair, when I under, 
food, to my gi coneern, that his Lordflip was on the 
point of going abroad, aud, which was ftill more unfor- 
tiinate for me, Mr. Brayer had gone into the country; fo 
nat my generous patron had it not in his power to intro- 








dace ‘me perfonally , as he intended : however, he wrote _ 


a very ftrong letter to the manager in my favour, and put 
him ia mi 
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went to his houfe with this letter, but was told he was 
gone out.—-I called again next day early in the morning, 
Yeceived the fame anfwer, and was defired to leave my 
name and bufinefs. I did fo, and returned the day after, 
when the fervant ftill atirmed, that his mafter was gone 
abroad, though I perceived him, as I retired, obferving. 
me through a window “aeliuentad at this difcovery I went 
to a cofiee-houfe hard by, and inclofing his Lordfhip’s 
Jetter in one from myfelf, demanded a categorical an- 
fwer. I fent it to his houfe by a porter, who returned in 
a few minutes, and told me Mr. Brayer would be glad to: 
- fee me that inflant.—I obeyed the {ummons, and’ was 
received with iuch profufion of compliments and apolo- 
gies, that my refentment immediately fwhfided, and I was 
even in pain for the concern which this honeft man fhew- 
ed at the miftake of his fervant, who, it-feems, had. been. 
ordered to deny him to every body but me.—He expref- 
fed the utmoft veneration for his good and nobie friend: 
Lord Rattle, whom he thould always be’ proud to ferve;. 
promifed to perufe the play with all difpatch, and give 
me a meeting upon it; and, as a teftimony of his efteem, 
made me a prefent of a general order for the feafon, by 
which I fhonid be admitted-to any part of the theatre.— 
This was a very agreeable compliment to me, whofe. 
_greateft pleafure confifted in feeing dramatic performan~ 
ces, and you need not doubt that I often availed myfelf 
of my privilege. As I had an opportunity of being be- 
hind the fcenes « hen I pleafed, [frequently converled with. 
Mr. Brayer about my play, and aiked when he intend- 
ed to. ee it into rehearfal ; but he had wrk fo foveer bufie 
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then died ina deplorable manner. But, now that paffion 
has no {hare in my reflection, 1am willing to afcribe his 
behaviour to his want of memory, or want of judgment, 
which, you know, are natural defef&ts, that are more. 
worthy of cottipatiion than reproach. 

About this time I happened to be in company with a: 
gentlewoman, who having heard of my tragedy, told me, - 
fhe was acquainted with the wife of a gentleman, who 
was very well known to a lady, who had great intereft 
with a perfon who was intimate with Earl Sheerwit, and 
that, if I pleafed, fhe would ufe her influence in my be- 
half,—As this nobleman had the charaéter of a Mecenas in 
the nation, and could ftamp a value upon any work by . 
his fole countenance and approbation, I accepted her of- 
fer with eagernefs, in full confidence of feeing my reputa- 
tion eftablifhed, and my wifhes fulfilled in a very fhort 
time, provided that I fhould have the good fortune to 
pleafe his Lordfhip’s tafte. I withdrew the manufcript 
“from the hands of Mr. Brayer, and committed it to the 
care of this gentlewoman, ‘who laboured fo effe&ually in 
my intereft, that in lefs than a month it was conveyed to 
the Earl, and in a few weeks after, I hadthe fatisfaGion 
to hear that he had read and approved it. very much. 
Tranfported with this piece of intelligence, I flattered 

myfelf with the hopes of his interefting himfelf in its fa- 
-Vour ; ; but hearing no more of the matter in three whole 
months, I began (God forgive me!) -to fulfped the vera; . 
ity of the perfon who brought me the" good tidings ; for 
ié thought jt impoffible, that a man of his rank and cha- 
radcter, Oa be knew the difficulty of writing a good trage- 
dy, and underftood the dignity of the work, fhould read 
and applaud an eflay of this kind, without feeling an in-— 
: clination to befriend the author, whom his countena nce 
BP's alone could raife above — dependence. But it wasn 

Tong before ie es — friend A weTY much wroneed 
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particular to make-me acquainted with one Mr. Marmo- 
zet, acelebrated player, who had lately appeared on the 
ftage with aftonifhing eclat, and bore fuch {way in the 
houle where he aged, that. the managers durft not. refufe 


any thing he recommen. ‘ed. The young gentleman, whont — 


Lord Rattle had employed for this purpofe, being difi- 
dent of his own intereft with Mr. Marmozet, had recourfe 
to a nobleman of his acquaintance, who, at his folicitation, 
was {fo good as to introduce me to him; and the conver- 
fation turning upon my performance, I was not a little 
furprifed as well as pleafed to hear, that Ear] Sheerwit 
had fpoke very much in its praife, and even fent Mr. Mar- 
mozet the copy, with a meflage, exprefling a defire that 
-he would a& in it next feafon.—Nor was the favourite actor 


backward in commending the piece, which he mentioned 


with fome expreflions ef regard that I do net chufe to re- 
peat; afturing me that he weuld appear in it, provided 
he fhould be engaged to, play at all during the enfuing 


feafon. In the mean time he defired I would give him * 


leave to perufe it in the country, whither he intended to 
remove next day, that he might have leifure to confider 
and point out fuch alterations as might, perhaps, be. ne- 
ceflary for the jew de theatre ; and took my direétion, that 


“he might communicate by lett#r, the obfervations he — 


fhould make. Trufting to thefe affurances, and the in- 
tereft which had been made in my behalf, I hugged my- 
felf in the expedtation of feeing it, not only aéted, but 
a&ed to the greateft advantage, which 1 thought could 
not fail of recompenfing me in an ample manner, for the 
anxiety and affliction J] had undergone: but fix weeks be- 


ing elapfed, I did. not know how to reconcile Mr. Mar-: - 


mozet’s filence, with his promife of writing to me in ten 
‘days after he fet out for the country ; however, I was at 


laft favoured witha letter, importing that he had. made | 


fome remarks on my tragedy, which he would freely im= — 
part at meeting, and advifed me to put it, without lofs. 


of time, into the hands of that manager, who had the beft. 


company; as he himfelf was quite wicertain whether sODy:. 


_ not he fhould be engaged that winter.—I was 
_ alarmed at this laft part of his letter, and adv 
with a friend, who told me, it wasa pla 
_Marmozet’s defire to get rid of bicep 
oe 5 wees 
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ey 
ot 


pretended uncertainty about ae next winter, was no 


other than a {candalous evafion ; for to his certain know- 


ledge, he was already engaged, or, at leaft, in terms with 
Mr. Vandal; and that his defign was to difappoint me, in 
favour of a new comedy, which he had purchafed of the 
author, and was intended to bring upon the ftage, for 
his own advantage.—In fhort, my dear Sir, this perfon, 
who, I muft own, is.of a very fanguine complexion, hand- 


- Jed the moral charaéer of Mr. WWiarmozet with fuch feve- 


rity that I began to fufpe@ him of fome particular pre- 
judice, and put myfelf upon my guard againft his infinu- 
ations.—I ought to crave parden for this tedious narra- 
tion of trivial circumftances, which, however interefting 


‘they may be to me, muft certainly be very dry and infi- 
s a to the ear of one unconcerned in the afair.—But I 


“underftand the meaning of your looks, and will proceed. 
Well, Sir, Mr. Marmozet, upon his return to town, treat- 
edime with uncommon complaifance, and invited: me to 

ris: dodgings, where he propofed to communicate his re- 
pas ~which I confefs were more unfavourable than I 


expe: ed ; but Ianfwered his objections, and, as I thought, 


brought him over to my opinion; for, on the whole, he 
fignified the higheft apprebatien of the performance. In 
the courfe of our difputey 1 was not alittle furprifed to 
find this poor gentleman’s memory fo treacherous as to let 
him forget what he had faid to me before he went out of 
town, in regard to Earl Sheerwit’s opinion of my play, 
which he now profeffed himfelf ignorant of; and-I was 
extremely mortified at hearing from his own dath, that 


- bis intereft with Mr. Vandal was fo very low, .as to be in- 
‘fuilicient of itfelf, to bring a new piece upen. the ftage. 
den begged. his advice, and he counfelled me to apply 


» Earl Sheerwit for a meflage in my favour to the mana- 


- ger, who. would not prefume to refufe any thing recom- 


mended by fo great a man; and he was fo kind as to 
promife to fecond this meflage with all his power,—I had 
immediate recourfe to the worthy gentlewoman my friend 
already. ‘mentioned, who opened the channels of her. con- 


-yeyance- ~with fuch expedition, that in a few days, 1 had . 
the tet eee: na Lue nae die I could intone oe of 2 
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myfelf time to deliberaté, accepted his. offer. He was 


- overjoyed at my compliance, carried me immediately to 


his chief owner, with whom a bargain was ftruck, fo that. 
I could not retra& with honour, had I been ever fo much 
averfeto the agreement. That I might not have time to 
cool, he bid me draw out a lift of medicines, for a comple: 
ment of five hundred men, adapted to the diftempers 
of hot climates, and fufficient for a voyage of cigh- 
teen months, and carry it to a certain wh lets ile apo- 
thecary, who would alfo provide me in two well- ~qua lified 


mates. Whilel was thus employed, Strap came in, and 


independence, and the power of punithing me, in cafel 


looked very blank, when he underftood my releiWeia ; 
however, after a panfe of fome minutes, he infifted upoa 


~ going along with, me, and, at my defire, was made ilip’s 


fteward by Captain Bowling, who promiled to be at the 


_expence of fitting him out, and to lend nim two hundred 


pounds to purchafe an adventure. mS 
When I had delivered my lift of medicines, chofeal a 
couple of my own countrymen fer mates, and befpoke a 


fet of clirurgical inftruments, my uncle told me, that by ‘a 


his laft voyage he had cleared almoft three thoufand 
pounds, ene thoufand of which he would immediately 
make over, and put into my hands ; that he would procure 
me credit to the value of as much more in fuch goods as 
would turn ‘to beft account in the country to Which we 
ae bound;.and that, although he looked upon my in= 

ereft as his own, he would keep the remaining part of his 
poe in his own difpofal, with a ‘view of preferving his 


fhould net make a Bees ufe of what he had | already be- 
ftowed upon me. Med 

Without troubling the reader with an account of the # 
effe& which this furprifing generofity had upon . my. mind, 
I fhall only fay, that his promifes were inftantly pe 
ed, sine an inveice of ae th oe proper: for ehh ae 
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paration, I-could not refle& upon the. aoa fhe muft 
feel at parting with,me, and the inceffant forrows-to 
which her tender bofom fhould be expofed during my ab- 
fence, without being pierced with the deepeft afflicion! 
As my imagination was daily and nightly upon the rack 
to invent fome method of mitigating this cruel ftroke, or 
at Jeaft of acquitting my love and honour in the opinion of © 
that gentle creature, I at length ftumbled upon an ex- 
pedient, with which the reader will be made acquainted 
in due time, and, in confequence of my determination; be- 
came lefs uneafy and difturbed. 
_My bufinefs being finifhed, and the fhip teady to fail, 
I refolved tomake my laft appearance as my acquaint- 
ance at the other end of the town, where I had not been 
fiice my imprifonment; and as I had, by the advice of 
m uncle, taken off fome very rich plothes for fale, I put. 
on the gayeft fuit in my poffeflion, and went in a chair to 
the coffee-honfe I ufed to frequent, where I found my. 
friend Banter fo confounded at the magnificence of my. 
‘ drefs, that, when I made up to him, he gazed at me with 
a look of aftonifhment, without being able for fome mi-_ 
"nutes to open his lips—then pulling me afide by the fleeve, 
and fixing his-eyes on mine, accofted me in this manner: 
a Random, ‘where the devil have you been! eh?—What 
‘« ig the meaning of all this finery?—Oho! I underftand 
** you-—you are juft arrived from the country! What! the — 
“ roads are good,:eh?—Well, Random, you are a bold 
* fellow, and alucky follind 1 tok take care ; the pitcher — 
“* goes often to the well, but is broke at Jaft.” So fay- 
ing, he pointed to his collar, by which gefture, and the 
broken hints he had ejaculated, I found he fufpectted me 
of having robbed on the highway, and I laughed very 
heartily at his fuppofitien, Without explaining myfelf 
any farther, [told him he was miftaken in his conjecture ; 
- that I had been for fome time paft with the relation of 
whom he had frequently heard me fpeak, and that as I fhould 
fet out next day upon my travels, | had come thither 
to take my leave of ie BS: and to receive of him oe. . 


-going abroad, I fouled have ‘scene for. “ee 
difconcerted at this demand, but, recolleGing himf 
a mioMent, {wore in an affeéied pailion, that I hac 
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him extremely ill, and he would-never forgive me for 
having, by this fhort warning, put it out of his power to 
free him(elf of an obligation he could no longer bear. [| 
could not help fmiling at this pretended delicacy, which 
I commended highly, telling him he needed not be uneafy 
on that fcore; for I would give him a direétion to a mer- 


chant in the city, with whom I would leave a difcharge . _ 


for the ium, to be delivered on payment. He profefled 
eae joy at this expedient, and with great eagernefs afked 

the perfon’ s name and place of abode, which he forthwith 
- wrote i in his pocket-book, affuring me, that he fhould not. 
be long 1 in my debt, This affair, which I knew he would 
never after think of, being fettled to his fatisfa@ion, I 
‘fent cards to all my friends, defiring the favour of their. 
company ata tavern in the evening, when they honoured 
my invitation, and I had the pleafure of treating them in 
a very clegant manner, at which they exprefled as much 
admiration as applaufe. Having enjoyed ourselves till 
midnight, I took my leave of them all, being well. nigh | 


ftifled with careffes ; and next day I fet out with Sttap in se 


a poft-chaife for Gravefend, w here we went on board, and, ~ 
the wind ferving, weighed anchor in‘ lefs than twelva 
hours. Without meeting with any accident, we got as 
far as the Downs, where we were obliged to come to an’ 
anchor, and wait for an eafterly wind to parry, us out of 
the channel, eal 


CHAD.” SE, 


of the channel—I learn our deflination—we are chafed by 
a large fhip—the company are difmayed, and encouraged 


fet out for Suffex—confult Mrs. Sagely—atchieve aw in- 
terview with Narcifa—return to the fhip—we- get clear 


by the captain’s [peech—our purfucr happens to be an ae 


Englifh man of war—we arrive on the coaft of ' Guinea, 


purchafe 400 negroes, fail for Paraguay, ger fafe into 


the winer r of pale and fell our cargo to great shawnee 
ee now I put in execution the (ene I had projeat- 
é : London ; 3 and afking leave of the cay tain for 
‘rap oe ine to ed on fhore a the wind fiould eee: , 
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ders to remain in the Downs until he fhould receive fomme 
difpatches from London, which he did not expect in lefs 
than. a week. Having imparted my refolution to my trufty 
valet, who (though he endeavoured to diffuade me from. 
fuch a rafh undertaking) would not quit me in the enter- 
prife, [hired horfes, and fet out immediately for that part 


of Suffex where my charmer was confined, which was not 


above thirty miles diftant from Deal, where we mounted. 
As I was perfedtly well acquainted. with the extent of the 
{quire’ s eftate and influence, I halted within five miles of 
his. houfe, where we remained till the twilight, at which — 
time we fet forward, and, by the favour of a dark night, 
gained a copfe about half a mile from the village where. 
Mrs. Sagely lived. Here we left our horfes tied to a tree,, 
and went direétly to the houfe of my old benefaétrefs, 
Strap trembling all the way, and venting ejaculatory pe- 
titions to. Heaven for our fafety. Her habitation being 
quite folitary, we arrived at the door without being ob- 
ferved, when I ordered.my companion to enter by himfelf,, 


and, in cafe there fhould be company with her, deliver a 


. mother, you need not be afraid; it is I, fo much in- 
sl dented to your See who now. crave acre Sa 


“govered.5 for fhe had been ae of ey thi 


letter which I had wrote. for that purpofe, and fay that a 
friend of her’s in. London, underftanding that he intended. 
to travel this road, bad committed it to his care.. He rap- 
ped at the door, to.which the good old woman coming, 
told him, that, being a lone woman, he muft excufe. her 
if fhe did not open it until he had declared his name and 
bufinefs. He anfwered, that his name was unknown to. 


her, and that his bufinefs was to deliver a letter, which 


(to free ber from all manner of apprehenfion) he would, 
convey to her through the fpace between the door and the 
threfhold. This he inftantly. performed ; aud fhe no fooner 
read the contents, which fpecified my being prefent, than 


‘fhe cried, <¢ If the perfon who wrote this letter be at hand, 


«« Jet him fpeak, that 1 may be affured by. his voice whe- 
«¢ ther.or not [may fafely admit, him.” I forthwith ap- 
plied my mouth to the key-hole, and pronounced, <¢ Dear 









mm 


abe 


pci me “with a. ae oteeet affestion, iat 
by the tears fhe let fall, her concern left I fhoul 
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had cerca between Narcifia and me ae the dear cap-= 
tive’s own mouth. When I explained the motive of my 
journey, which was no other than a defire of feeing the 
object of my love before I fhould quit the kingdom, that 
I might in perfon convince her of the neceflity 1 was under . 
to leave her, reconcile her to that event by deferibing the 
advantages that in all probability w ould attend it, repeat — 
my vows of eternal conftancy, and enjoy the melancholy ~ 
pleafute of a tender embrace at parting—I fay, when r 
had thus fignified my intention, Mrs. Sagely told me, that 
Narciffa, upon her return from Bath, had been fo ftriély 
watched, that nobody but one or two of the fervants de- 
voted to her brother, were admitted to her prefence ; that 


- afterwards fhe had been a little enlarged, and was permit- 






ted to fee company, during which indulgence the had been 
feveral times at her cottage; but of late fhe had been be- 
trayed by one of the fervants, who difcovered to the 
“{quire, that he had once carried a letter from her to the 
poft-houfe direéted to me; upon which information fhe 
was now more confined than ever; and that 1 could have — 
-nochance of feeing her, unlefs I would run the rik of 
getting into the garden, where fhe and her maid were 
every day allowed to take the air, and lie hid until I 
fhould have an opportunity of fpeaking to them—an ad- i 
“venture which would be attended with fuch danger, that : 
no man in his right wits would attempt it. This enter- 
prize, hazardous as it was, I refolved to-perform, in fpite ~ 
of all the arguments of Mrs. Sagely; who reafoned, chid, 
and entreated by turns, and the tears and prayers of 
_ Strap, whosconjured me on his knees to have more. regard 4 
to myfelf, as well as to him, than to tempt my own de- 
ftruétion in fuch a precipitate manner. Iwas. deaf to 
every thing but the fuggeftions of my love, and ordered 
him to return immediately with the horfes © the inty. foyer 


whence we fet out, and wait for my. coming in that place : ie 
he at frft peremptorily refufed to leave me, until 1 per 


fuaded him, that, if our horfes fhould remain. _Wheré. they. 
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into the thick 
{nit myfelf to” 
advanced, I obferved an air of melancholy in the counte- 







me her beft advice how to behaee 4 in the execution of my 
projea, and, after having perfuaded me to take a little 
refrefliment, accommodated me with a bed, and left me to 
my repofe, Karly in the morning I got up, and, armed 
with a couple of loaded piftols anda hanger, went to the 
back of the fquire’s garden, climbed over the wall, and, 
according to Mrs. Sagely’s direction, concealed myfelf i in 
a thicket hard by an alcove which terminated a walk at 
a good diftance from the boufe, which (1 was told) my 
miftrefs chiefly frequented. Here I remained from five | 
o’clock in the morning to fix in the evening, without fee- 
ing a human creature; at lait I perceived two women ape 
proaching, whonr by my throbbing heart I foon recogni- 
zed to be the adorable Narciffa and Mifs Williams. 1 ‘felt 
the ftrongeft agitation of foul at the fight, and, gue fling 
that they would repofe themfelves in the alcove, I ftepped 
jnto it unperceived, and laid upon the ftone-table a picture 
of myfelf in miniature, for which 1 had fat in London, 
purpofing to leave it with Narcifla before I fhould go — 
abroad. I expofed it in this manner as an introduétion to > 
my own appearance, which, without fome previous inti- 
mation, Twas afraid might have an unlucky effe& upon — 
the delicate : nerves of my “fait enflaver, and then withdrew — 
#, where I could hear their difcourfe, and 
che circumftances of the occafion. As they 









nance of Narcifla, blended with fuch unipeakable {weet- 
nefs, that I could fearce refrain from flying into her arms, 


and kifing away the pearly drop that ftood colleéed in 
ti each bewitching eye. According to my expediation, the 






cent : alcove, and, perceiving fomething on the ta- 
ble, took. it ups No fooner did fhe caft her eye upon the 
featur ; than, ftartled at the refemblance, fhe cried, 


oF 


$4: Gracious ‘God !” and the rofes inftantly vanifhed Fon 


~ Fer confidante, alarmed at this exclamation, 





Jooked at the picture, and, ‘fteuck with the likenefs, ex- 
. claimed, “¢ O Jefus! the very features of Mr, Rani 
“Narciffa ica recolleéted herfelf a little, faid, 

> ever angel brought it hither as a comfort to m3 

«¢ afflition, Iam thankful for the benefit, and ¥ 
_ *€ ferve it as the deareft obje@ of my care? 


dos 1 
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and then depofited the lifelefs image in her lovely bofom. 
_ Tranfported at thefe fymptoms of her unaltered affection, 
I was about to throw rmydfelf at her feet, when Mifs Wil- 
liams, whofe refle@tion was lefs engaged than that of her 
miftrefs, obferved, that the pi@ure could not tranfport 
-itfelf hither, and that fhe could not help thinking I was 
not far off. The gentle Narciflayftarting at this conjedture, 
_anfwered, ‘“* Heaven forbid ! for, although nothing in the 
Ae univerfe could yield me fatisfadtion equal to that of his 
«< prefence for one poor moment in a proper place, I would 
‘* rather forfeit his company—almoft for ever, than fee 
*« him here, where his life would be expofed to fo much 
_ © danger.” I could no longer reftrain the impulfe of 
my paflion, but, breaking from my concealment, ftood be 
her, when fhe uttered a fearful fhriek, and fainted awa 
inthe arms of her companion. I flew towards the treafure 
ef my foul, clafped her in my embrace, and- with the 
warmth of. my kiffes brought her again to life-——O! that 
~ 1 were éndowed with the expreflion of a Raphael, the 
graces of aGuido, the magic touches. of 2 Titian, that I 
might reprefent the fond concern, the chaftened-rapture, 
and ingenuous blufh, that mingled on her beauteous face, 
. when fhe opened her eyes. upon me, and pronounced, «Oo A 
‘© Heavens! is it you!” = 4 
I am afraid I have already encroached upon the rea- : 
der patience, with the particulars of this amour, on : 
which, (1 own,) I cannot help being impertinently cir-_ | 
cumftantial. I fhall therefore omit the lefs material paf- 
_fages of this interview, during which I convinced her rea- 
fon, though I could not appeafe the fad prefages of her 
love, with regard to the long voyage and dangers imuft 
undergo,—-When we had fpent an hour, (which was aJl ~ : 
fhe could fpare from the barbarity of her brother’s Vigi- 
-lance,) in lamenting over our hard fate, and in repeating 
eur reciprocal vows, Mifs Williams reminded us of the 
rece fity there was for our itnmediate parting ; and fu Tey, 
oe never. ‘parted with fuch forrow. and relnéiance as. we. 
_ Bot becaufe my words are incapable of doing. juitice BOG 
vat: eee Be eiltanes TL am per ck to 8 a a eg 2 
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ftrength of reafon, that my mind regained in fome mea- 
‘fure its tranquility; and that very night, after having 
forced upon this good gentlewoman a purfe of twenty — 
guineas, as a token of my gratitude and efteem, I took | 
leave of her, fet 0 ut on foot forthe inn, where my arrival 
freed honeft Strap from the horrors of unutterabie dread. 

‘We took horfe immediately, and alighted early next 
morning at Deal, where I found my uncle in great con- 
cern on account of my abfence, becaufe he had received 
his difpatches, and muft have weighed with the firft fair 
wind, whether I had been on board or not.—Next day a 
brik eafterly gale fpringing up, we fet fail, and in eight 
and forty hours got clear of the channel. 

When we were about 200 leagues from the Lend. end, 
the captain taking me apart into his cabin, told me, that, 
now he was permitted by his inftrudions, he would dit- 
‘elofe the intent and deftination of our voyage: ‘* The 
“* {hip,” faid he, ‘* which has been fitted out at a great 
‘* expence, is bound for the coaft of Guinea, where we 
ee thal peepee part of our cargo for flaves and gold 
4 duft; from thence we will tranfport our negroes to 
- Buenos Ayres in New-Spain, where, (by virtue of 
«€ paffports obtained from our own court, and that of Ma- 
‘« drid,) we will difpofe of them and the goods that re- 
«© main on board for filver, by means of our fupercargo, 
*¢ who is perfeély well acquainted with the coaft, the 
<« Jingo and inhabitants.”-—Being thus let into the fecret 
“of our expedition, [ borrowed of the fupereargo a Spa- 
‘nifh grammar, dictionary, and fome other books of the 
fame language, which I ftudied with fuch application, 
that before we arrived in New- -Spain, I could maintain a 
converfation with him in that tongue.—Being arrived in- 
“the warm latitudes, I ordered,.(with the captain’s con- 
fent,) the whole fhip’s compaily” to be blooded and pur- 
ged, myfelf undergoing the fame evacuation, in order to 
prevent thofe dangerous fevers, to which northern con: 
tutions are fubje& in hot climates; and I have reafon 
| believe that this oeweae S was not unferviceable, of 





- <One day, when we had been about five — 
ey defcried to windward a large fhip bearir 
vith, all t the fail the could carry. . Aho 
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ele ordered the ftudding-fails to be hoifted, and the fhip 
‘to be cleared for engaging; but finding, that (to ufe the 
feaman’s phrafe) we were very much wronged by the fhip 
that had us in chafe, and which by this time had hoifted 
‘French colours, he commanded the ftudding-fails to be 
taken in, the courfes to be clewed up, the main top-fail 
‘to be haeked, the tompions to be taken out of the puns, ——_ 
and every man to repair to his quarters, Whileevery 
“body was bufied in the performance of thefe orders, Strap 
came upon the quarter-deck, trembling, and looking 
-aghaft, and, witha voice half fuppreffed by fear, afked if 
‘I thought we were a match for the.veffel in purfuit of us. 
- Obferving his confternation, I faid, ‘* What? are you 
“« afraid, Strap?” Afraid!” he replied, ‘¢ n-n-no, what. 
-& fhould I be afraid of? I thank God I have a clear con- 
‘* f{cience;-but ] believe it will bea bloody battle, and 
*« T wifh you may not have occafion for another hand to 
** aihft you in the cock-pit.”—I immediately perceived 
his drift, and making the captain acquainted with his 
fituation, defired he might be ftationed below with me ~ _ 
and my mates. My uncle, incenfed at his pufillanimity, © 
bid me fend him down inftantly, that his fear might not 
infe@ the fhip’s company: whereupon I told the poor ~ 
fteward, that I had begged him for an affiftant, and de- — © 
fired him to go down, and help my mates to get ready the | 
inftruments and dreflings——Notwithftanding the fatisfac-. | 
tion he muft have felt at thefe tidings, he aflegted a {hy- 4 
nefs of quitting the upper-deck; and faid, he hoped I did 
not imagine he was afraid to do his duty ae board, for | 
he believed himfelf as well prepared fordeath as any man 4 
in the fhip, no difparagement to me or the captain,—I 
was difgufted at this affectation, and, in order to punifh 
his hypocrily, affured him he might take his choice either 
of going down to the cock-pit with me, or of ftaying upon. 
deck during the engagement. -Alarmed-at this indiffer- o 
: ie, he replied, «* Well, to oblige you, Pll go down, 
- *€ but remember it is more for your fake:thaiv my own,” 
So faving, he difappeared in a twinkling, without. wait- 
or an anfwer.—By this time we could ob} fe) 
€ ges in we {hip which purfued us, and which was 
aus ee fondte a 


nw 
~ 








22 THE ADVENTURES. or 


that ‘we fhould be torh to pieces, aed blown ae “of the 
water, and that if in cafe any of them fhould lofe their 
precious limbs, they muft go a begging for life, for there 


| Mas no provifion made by the merchants for thofe poor 


fouls who are maimed in their fervice. The captain un- 
derftanding this backwardnefs, ordered the crew abaft, | 
and fpoke:to them thus: ‘¢ My lads Lam told you hang 
“an a—fe.—l have gone to fea thirty years, man and 
4* boy, and never daw Englith failors afraid before.— 

«¢ Flayhap you think I want to expofe you for the lucre — 
** of gain.—Whofoever thinks fo, thiakes a damned lie, 
© for my whole cargo is infured; fo that in cafe I fhould 
*« be taken, my. lofs will not be great.—-The enemy is 
<< ftronger than we, to be fure—What then? have we not 
-*¢ a chance for carrying away one of her mafts, and fo get 
*¢ clear of her?—I{f we find her too hard for us,.- ’tis but 
“« ftriking at laft,—Ifany man is hurt in the engage- 
*¢ ment, I promife, on the word ef an honeft feaman, to 
“< make him a recompence, according to his lofs.—So 
«<< now, you that are lazy, lubberly, cowardly dogs, get 
© away, and f{culk im the hold and bread-room; and you 
“* that are jolly boys, ftand by me, and let us give one 
“< broad-fide far the honour of old England.” This elo- 
quent harangue was fo well adapted to the difpofition of 
his hearers, that one and all of them, pulling off their 
hats, waved them over their heads, and faluted him with 
three cheers: upon which he fent his boy for two ee 
cafe bottles of brandy, and having treated every man wit 

a dram, they repaired to their quarters, and waited im- 
patiently for the word of command.—I mutt dd my uncle 


ye the juftice to fay,” that in the whole of his difpofition, he 


‘behaved with the utmoft intrepidity, condué, and deli- 
heration.—The enemy being very near, he ordered me to. 
my ftation, and was juft going to give the word for hoilt- | 
ing the colours, and firing, when the fuppofed French- 
mail hauled down his white pennant, jack, and enfign, — 
j ‘hovted Englifh omes, and fired a gun a head of us: this 
.. ~was’a joyful event to Captain Bowling, who imm ia 
Abewed bie colours, end: bred a ae to leoward 








ei ving i. to dion, chat fhe was an ‘Englith m 
of i forty guns, ardered him to hoift out his’ : 


fea 


- 
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come on board.—This he performed with the more ala- 


crity, becaufe, upon inquiry, he found that fhe was com- 
manded by an old mefs-mate of bis, who was overjoyed 
to fee him, detained him to dinner, and fent his barge for 
the fupercargo and me, who were very much careffed on 
his account.—As this commander was deftined to cruize 
upon the French coaft, in the latitude of Martinico, his 


_ {tem and quarters were adorned with white fluers-de-lis, and - 


the whole fhell of the fhip fo much difpuifed, for a decoy 
to the enemy, that it was no wonder my uncle did not 
know her, although he had failed on board of her many 
years—We kept company with her four days, ate 
which time the captains were never afunder, a thei 
“parted, our courfe lying different from hers. 

‘Ta lefs than a fortnight after, we made the land of 
Guinea, near the mouth of the river Gambia, and trad- 
ing along the coaft as far to the fouthward of the Line as 
‘Angola and Bengula, in lefs than fix months difpofed of 
the greateft part of our cargo, and purchafed four hun- 
‘dred negroes, my adventure having been laid out chiefly 
in gold duft. 


Our sou plement being made. up, we took our depar- 


ure from Cape Negro, and arrived in the Rio de la ‘Pia- 


ta in fix weeks, having met with nothing remarkable in_ 


our yoyage,-except an epidemic fever, not unlike the jail 


dittemper, which broke out among our flaves, and carried 
per, ye 


-offa good many of the fhip’s company; among whom I 
~Joft one of my mates, and poor Strap had well nigh given 
up the ghoft.—Having produced our paffport to the Spa- 
nith governor, we were received with great courtefy, fold 


our flaves ina very few days, and could ‘have put off five 


times the number at our own price; being obliged. to 
fmugele the reft of our merchandize, confifting of Euro- 
pean bale goods, which, however, we made he: to eee 
s pole of at a great etyeiere 3 See ae 
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CHAP... XxX, 

lam invited to the villa of a Spanifh dow, where we meet 

with an Englifh gentleman, and make a very interefting 

difcovery—we leave Buenos Ayres, and arrive at Fa- 
miaica, ee 


UR fhip being freed from the difagreeable lading of | 
, Negroes, to whom, indeed, I had been a miferable 
flave, fince our leaving the coaft of Guinea, I began to 
enjoy myfelf and breathe with pleafure the air of Para- 
guay; this part of which is reckonéd the Montpelier of 
South America, and has obtained, on account of its cli- 
“mate, ‘the name of Buenos Ayres, tt was in this delici- 
ous place that I gave myfelf entirely up to the thoughts 
_of my, dear Narcifla, whofe image {till kept full poffeffion — 
Sof: my breaft, and whofe charms, enhanced by abfence, 
-.appeared to my imagination, if poflible, more engaging 
.than ever! I calculated the profits of my voyage, which 
even exceeded my expectation; refolved to purchafe .a 
-handfome finecure upon my arrival in England, and if I 
_fhould find the {quire as averfe to me as ever, marry his 
fitter by.ftealth; and, in cafe our family fhould increafe, 
rely upon the generofity of my uncle, who was by this 
time worth a confiderable fum. 
While I amufed myfelf with thefe agreeable projeds, 
-and the tranfporting hopes of enjoying Narcifla, we were 
ery much careffed by the Spanith gentlemen, who fre- 
quently formed parties of pleafure for our entertainment, 
in which we made excurfions a good way into the coun- 
‘try. Among thofe who fignalized themfelves by their 


"| civility to us, there was one Don Antonio de Ribera, a 
~. wery polite young gentleman, with whom I had contraé- 
_ ed an intimate friendfhip, who invited us one day to his 
country houfe, and, asa further inducement to our. com> — 





- pliance, promifed to précure for us the company a an 5 
Englith fignor, Who had been fettled in thofe part man’ 
years, and acquired the love and efteem of the. 3s 
vince, by his affability,. ew feats and hon 
haviour. = 

We aogepred his invitation, and fet 
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‘where we had’ not. been longer than an hour, when the 

perfon arrived, in whofe Ev oord had been. fonmuch pre- 

poffeffed.—He was a tall man, remarkably wellithaped, of 

a fine mien and appearance, commanding retpect, and: 

{éemed to be turned of forty; ‘the features of his face 

were faddened’ with a referve and gravity, which in other 

countries would have been thought thie effet of melancholy ; 
but here, appeared to have-been contracted. by’ his commerce: 
with the Spaniards, who are remarkable for that feverity 
of countenance. Underftanding from Don Antonio ‘that 
we were his:countrymen, hefaluted usall round very com- 
plaifantly, and fixing his eyes attentively om me, uttered’ : 
_ardeep figh.—I- had’ been ftruck with a profound veneras © 
tion for him: at his firft coming into the room; and no 
fooner obferved this: expreflion of forrow; directed, as it 

were, in a particular manner to mé, than my heart took 

part in his grief 5 DI fympathized involuntarily, and’ figh-: 

ed'in my turn. Having afked leave of our entertainer, he’ 
accofted us in Englifli, profeffed his fatisfaGion at feeing’ La 
fo many of his countrymen:in fuch a remote place, and: 
afked the captain, who- went by the name of Signer Tho- 
ma, from what part of Britain he failed, and whither he: 
was bound.—My uncle told him that we had failed from 
the river Thames, and were bound for the fame place, by: 
the way of Jamaica, where he intended to-taxe. iva Ia sa 4 
of firear. *, ie 

* Having fatisfied himfelf in thefe and other veiealet | 

about the ftate of the war, he gave us to underftand, that 
he had a longing defire to revifit- his native country, in’ 
confequence of which he had already tran{mitted'te Bue 
rope the greateft part of his fortune in neutral bottoms, 
and would willingly embark the reft' of it with himfelfi 
in our fhip, provided the captain had/no objection tofucha: 
paftenger.—My uncle very prudently replied, that for-his' — oe 
part, he fhould be glad of his company, if he could: pro= oy, | 
cure the confent ofthe governor, without. which he durft, 
mot admit him on board, whatever inclination: ‘he had tot 
blige him.—The ‘gentleman. approved of ‘his: diferetion,’ 
1 a him, | Ngaiae would be no. oe he in ob- 



























his leave, telling Captain Thoma, that he fhould hear © 
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terefted myfelf fo much in his favour, that had he been. 
difappointed, I fhould have been very unhappy; in the 
courfe of our entertainment, he eyed me with an uncom- 
mon attachment; I felt a furprifing attraciion towards 


_ him; when he fpoke, I liftened with attention and reve- 
rence; the dignity of his deportment filled me with af- 


fedion and awe; and, in {hort, the emotions of my foul, 
in the prefence of this ftranger, were ftrong and unac- 


countable, we 


- Having fpent the beft part of the day eit us, os took 





from him in a {hort time. He was no fooner gone, tone 2 
I atked.a thoufand queftions about him of Don Antonio, 


ie who could give me no other fatisfaGion, than that his 


name was Don Rodrigo, that he had lived fifteen or fix- 
teen years in thefe parts, was reputed rich, and fuppofed 


to hav been. unfortunate in his younger years, becaufe he 


was obferved to nourifh a penfive melancholy, even from 
the time of his firft fettlement among them; but that no 
body had ventured to enquire into the caufe oF his forrow, 


in confideration of his peace, which ment fuffer in the 


recapitulation of his misfortunes. _ 

‘I was feized with an irrefiftible defire of hacia 
particulars of his fate, and enjoyed not an hour of repofe 
during the whole night, by reafon of the eager concep- 


tions that infpired me, with regard to his ftory, which I 


refolved (if pofible) to learn.—Next morning, while we 
aver t breakfatt, three mules, richly caparifoned, arrived, . 
with a meflage from Don Rodrigo, defiring our. com-. 





> pany: ‘and that of Don Antonio at his hovfe, which was 
fituated about ten miles further up the country.—I was 


pleafed. with this invitation, in confequence of which we 
mounted the mules which he had provided for us, and 


alighted at his houfe before noon.—Here we were f{plen- . 


didly entertained by the generous ‘{tranger, who ftill feem- - = 

o thew. a particular regard for me, and after din 
amade mea prefent of a ring fet with a beautiful a 
the produdiion of that country, faying, at the fame 
that he was once bleffed with a fon, w ho, had he 
would have been nearly of my age. This obfe 
delivered with a profound figh, made my heart 
violence 5 a crowd of confufed ideas rufhed 


ab 














Se Ee ey NC 
oe 


» BRODERICK RANDOM 229 





gination ; HI while I endeavoured to unravel, my un- gious 
cle perceived my abfence of thought, and, tapping meon 
the fhoulder, faid, <‘ Oons! are you affee pi Rory !” Be- 
fore I had time to reply, Don Rodrigo, with. an un- 
_ common eagernefs ef voice and look, pronounced, “* Pray, 
captain, what is the young gentleman’s name’ ??7—. 
cs as name,” faid my uncle, ‘* 1s Roderick Random.’ 
—« Gracious powers |” ae the ftranger, ftarting up, 
- And his mother’s??? “ His mother,” anfwered the’ 
captain, amaze, <¢ was aalted Charlotte Bowling.” 
* © bounteous Heaven!” exclaimed Don Rodrigo, 
fpringing acrofs the table, and clafping me in his arms, 
*© my fon! my fon! have I found thee again: ? Dol hold’ » 
“« thee in my embrace, after having loft and defpaired of 
“* feeing thee fo long! 2? So faying, he fellupon my neck, and: 
wept aloud with joy ; while the power of nature opérat- 
ing ftrongly in my eect I was loft in-rapture, and: while 
he prefled meto his heart, let fall a ihower of tearsin his _ 
bofom. His utterance was choaked up a good’ while, by: De 
Ln agitation of his foul; at length he broke out into, 
* Mytterious Providence 0 my dear Charlotte! there 
*¢ yet remains a pledge ef our love! aid fuch a pledge-— 
* fo found !—O infinite goodnefs! let me adore thy all- 
*« wife decrees!” Having thus expreffed himfelf, he ~ 
kneeled upon the floor, lifted up his eyes and hands" to. 
heaven, and remained fome minutes in a filent extaf of 
devotion: I put myfelf in the fame pofture, ad 
all- ee eet ina prayer of mental Sree 















wake aaneeerable fondn elt, sd havi ig raheploes 
teGtion of heaven upon my head, raifed me fror 
Picts and < ee me as his fon to the miei a 
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Dax she ee or thts piety ecg 
Be afesionna that he was a peel ineh 
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ce fhould I repine?. we fhall meet again, never more to 

*< part !_-Brother, you are truly welcome—dear fon, I 

«* am tranfported with unfpeakable joy !—This day is a 

‘ jubilee—my friends and fervants fhall fhare my {atis- 

e** faction.” | 
While he difpatched meffengers to the gentlemen in the 

neighbourhood, to announce this event, and gave orders 

for a grand entertainment, 1 was fo much affeéted with. 

‘the tumults of paffion which aflailed me on this great, fud- 

Aer and isk cape occafion, that 1 fell fick, fevered, 











that the'preparations were cowiMestnnededs a the joy of 
h e family converted into grief and defpair.—Phyficians 
i oe inftantly called, 1 was pet: blooded in the foot, 
_my lower extremities were bathed in a decoction of falu- 
“tiferous herbs; in ten hours after 1 was taken ill, 1 en- 
_ joyed a critical fweat, and next day felt no remains of the 
“‘diftemper, but an abreeabile laffitude, which did not hin- 
der me from getting up. — During the progrets of this fe- 
ver, which, from the term of its duration, is called Ephe- 
mera, my father never once quitted my bed fide, but ad- 
_ miniftered the prefcriptions of the phyficians, with the 
- moft. pious-care; while Captain Bowling manifefted his 
concern by the like atténdance——I no fooner found my-_ 
» fel delivered from the difeafe, than I bethought myfelf 
ms 7 yneft fr lend SitaP 3 3; and refolving to make ‘him 
a “hay y thwi 
; ppy sor 
“told my father, in pines that I had been infinitely ane 
iged to. this faithful adherent ; and begged he would in- 
_odulge me fo far as to fend for him, without Jetting him 
Reh ow my happinefs, until he could receive an account of 
fror omy own mouth. 
Miy requeft was inftantiy complied with, and 
ith a fpare mule, detached to the thin, 9 
‘aptain to the mate to fend the 
iy health being in the mean time re-eft 
: mind compoled, I began to relifh t 
4 portant ura of my fortune, in refle@ing upon th: 
tages: with which it muft be attended ; and, as 
my lovely Narciffa. always joined itielf to ever) 
“happinefs I could imagine, I ee ce pubs 
fx et sales: Heed 
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to which fhe was catieled by her birth and qialideaians 
Having often mentioned her name while I was deprived of 
my fenfes, my father gueffed, that there was an intimate 
conneétion between us, and, difcovering the piaure which 
hung in my bofom. by a ribbon, did not doubt that it was 
the refemblance of my amiable miftrefs: in this: belief he,, 
was.confirmed by my uncle, wha told him it: was the pic- 
ture of a young. woman to whom | was under proinife of 
‘marriage. Alarmed at this piece of information, Don. 
Rodrigo took the firft opportunity of queftioning me — 
abont the circumftances of this affair, which, when [had 
candidly recounted, he approved of my pation, and pro 
mifed to contribute all in his power towards its fuccels!. 
though Inever doubted his generofity, T was tranfported 
on this occafion, and, throwing myfelf at his feet, told 
him, he had now completed my happinefs ; for, without 
the poffeffion of Narciffla, I fhould be miferable among all 
~ the pleafures of life... He raifed me with a {mile of patery, 
nal fondnefs, faid, he knew what it was to bein Tov e, and 
-obferved, that, if he had been as tenderly beloved by his 
father as L was by mine, he would not now perhaps have 
soo e eaule Here he was interrupted by a figh, the.tears ftood 
- eolleéed in his eyes, he fuppreffed the didtates of his grief, . 
and, the’ time being opportune, defired me to ‘relate the | 
paflages of my life, which my wnele had told him. were © 
manifold and furprifing. 1 recounted the moft material _ 
 eircumftances of my fortune, to which he diftened with 
wonder and attention, manifefting from time to time. thole 
different emotions which my different fituations may be 
fuppoled t to have pars in a ee breatt, ane when my 

































dergone, ak. o faid, por the onde 

-proved the heart, ficeled the conftitution, and ¢ 
young man for ai} the duties and enjoyments of 

Bs es than any education which affluence could beftoy 

| eet Thad thus fatistied LS wen I difeover 








one by beginning with bis marriage, and: auiaee 
to the day of his dilappearing, as l have related in the 
ft part of my memoirs. ‘“* Carelefs o: ; lec 

he, ‘© and unable to live ina place. where's 
gs called the 1 memory of my dear Chaz, tt 


am 


@¢ 


¢¢ 
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¢ brance of your mother, whofe death I have in fec 
- mourned » without ceafing, and the refle@ion of yar a 
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loft through the barbarity of an unnatural parent, F 
took my leave of you, my child, then an infant, with 
an heart full of unutterable woe, but little fufpecing, 
that my father’s unkindnefs would have defcended to 
my iInnecent onphan ; and, dotting out alone at mid- 
night for the neareft fea-port, -early next morning got 
on board a ship, bound (as 1 heard) for France, and, 


bargaining withthe mafter for my paflage, bid a long’ 


adieu to my native.country, and put to fea with the 
firftfair wind. The place of our deftination was Gran- 
ville; but we had the misfortune to run upon a ridge of 
rocks near the ifland of Alderney, called the Caskets, 
where the fea running high, the dhip went to pieces, 
the boat funk along-fide, and every foul on board pe- 
rifhed except myfelf, who by the affiftance of a. grating 
got afhore on the coaft of Normandy: Iavent direaly 
to Caen, where I was fo lucky asto meet with a count 
whom | had formerly known in my travels: with this 
gentleman I fet out for Paris, where Iwas recommend- 
ed, by him and other friends, as tutor toa young no- 
bleman, whom I accompanied to the court of Spain. 
There we remained.a whole year, at the end of which, 

my pupil being recalled by his father, I quitted my 


_ office, cand ftaid behind, by the advice .of a certain 
Spanifh grandee, who took me into his prote@ion, and 
introduced me ito a certain nobleman, who was afters — 


wards created viceroy.of Pern, He infifted on my at- 
tending -him to ‘his government in the Indies, where, 
paint by reafon of any Hegre it was nat is his 


soley me. Ueeed if anis sebadvunel. I iia my 
effe€is, and removed to this country, the governor of 
es 


‘which, having been appointed by ithe viceroy, wasmy _ 
intimate acquaintance. Here has Heaven profperedmy 
endeavours during a tefidence of fixteen years, in which = 


my tranquillity was never invaded but by the rem 


W aie: fate 1 puis never a dears, poteeith tenting, all.m: 
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gh inquiries, by means of my friends in France, who,,. after. 
** the moft frie examination, could give me no other -ac-- 
<* count than that you went abroad fix years ago, and 
‘< was never after heard of. I could not ret fatisfied with 
“<‘this imperfe@ information, and, though the hope of 
ce ‘finding you was but languid, relolved to.go in queft of * 
«¢ you in perfon; for which purpofe I have remitted to 
«© Holland the value of twenty thoufand pounds, and am 
*¢ in poffefion of fifteen thoudand more, with which I in- 
“¢ tended’ to embark myfelf on board of Captain Bowling, 
«« before I difcovered this amazing: ftroke of Providence, 
«¢ which you may be fure has not altered my intention.” 7 
My father, having entertained us with this agreeable 
fketch of his life, withdrew in order to relieve Don Anto- 
nio, who in his abfence had done the honours of his houfe; 
and I was juft dreffed for my appearance auiers the guellsy 
_ when Strap arrived from the {hip. 
He no fooner entered the erand apartment in hk tT 
"was, and faw the magnificence of my apparel, than his 
{peech was. loft in amazement, and he gaped in filence at 
the objeéts that furrounded him. I took him. by the hand, 
obferved that I had fent for him to be a witnefs and fharer : 
of my happinefs, and told him I had found a father, . 
At thefe words he ftarted, and, after having continued ; 
fome minutes with his mouth and eves wide. “open, 
‘ eried, ‘¢ Aha!—-odd, [know what 1. Ga thy ways, é 
“¢ Narciffa, and go thy ways fomebody elfe—Well—. 
«<-Lord; oe a thing i is age ay nee 331, are oe our 
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«would not ae my poor be ie i faF* Le 
*< home,. for all the wealth of the univerfe |”? Wit nefe<* 
4 es he began to fob, and make wry faces; upon ~ 
: > which IT affured him of his miftake,. both a egard Les oe 
- Narciffa and my ftaying at Paraguay, and: informed : 












as briefly asI could, of the great event which’ shad 
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than in the behaviour of this worthy cheat 
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by the hand, fayine, “ Is this the hone} man who be- 
*¢ friended you fo fitch in your diftrefs ? You are welcome 
“to my houfe, and I fhall foon put it in the power of 
« my fon to reward you for your good offices in his be- 
« half; in the mean time go with us, and partake of the 
‘© repaft that is provided.” Strap, wild as he was with 
joy, would by no means accept of the proffered honour, 
crying, ‘* God forbid! I know my diftance—your wor- 
*¢ {hip fhall excufe me: and Don Rodrigo, finding 
his modefty invincible, recommended him to his major-. 

~ domo, to be treated with the utmoft refpe&, while he car- 
‘ried me into a Jargefaloon, where I was prefented to a 
numerous company, who loaded me with compliments and 
eareffes, and congratulated my father in terms not proper 
forme to repeat. 

‘Without fpecifying the particulars of our entertain- 
ment, let it fuffice to fay, that it was at the fame tims. 
elegant and fumptuons, and the rejoicing lafted two days: 
after which Don Rodrigo fettled his affairs, converted 
his effects into filver and gold, vifited and took leave of 
all his friends who were grieved at his departure, and ho- 
noured me with confiderable prefents; and, coming on 
board of my uncle’s fhip, with the firft fayonrable wind 
we failed from the Rio de la Plata, and in two months. 
came fafe to an anchor in the harbour of Kingfton in the 
ifland of Jamaica, 


xe 


CHAP. XXXII. 


¢ sft my old friend Thomfon—we fit fail for Riripe<wmeee 
“with an odd adventure—arrive in England—tI ride acrofs 
the country from Portfmouth to Suffex—converfe with 
drs, Sagely, whoinforms me of Narcijfa’s being in Lon- 
-don—in confequence of this intelligence I proceed to Can- 





terbury—meet with my old friend Morgan—arrivé at 
_London—vifit Narciffa—introduce my father to her—he 
- 9s charmed with her good fenfe and beauty—we come to a 
determination of demanding her brother's confent toon 


marriage. 
" MUIRED, as foon as I got afhore, about my 


us. coinpanion Mr. Thomfon, and hearing that he 
fourithing condition upon the eftate left ts to b 


eat ay 
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his wife’s father, who had been dead fome years, I took 
horfe immediately, with the confent of Don Rodrigo, who 

had heard me mention him with great regard, and in a few 
hours reached the place of his ‘habitation. 

I fhould much wrong the delicacy of Mr. Thonifon’ 5 
fentiments to fay barely, he, was glad to fee me: he felt - 
all that the moft fenfible and difinterefted friendfhip could 
feel on this eccafion, introduced me to his wite, a very 

5 ainiable young lady, who had already bleffed him with _ 
two fine children ; and, being as yet ignorant of my cir- | 
cumftances, frankly offered me the affiftance of his purfe _ 
and intereft. Ithanked him for his generous intention, — 
and made him acquainted with my fituation, on which he 
congratulated me with great joy, and, after I had ftaid 
with him a whole day and night, accompanied me back 
< ; e ° ° ‘ 
to Kingfton to wait upon my father, whom he invited to 

.. his houfe: Don Rodrigo complied with his requeft, and, 

« having been handfomely entertained ‘during the fpace - of 3 
a week, returned extremely well fatisfied with the be- 
haviour of my friend and his lady, to whom at parting, 
he prefented avery valuable diamond ring as a token of his 
efteem. During the courfe of my converfation with Mr. 
Thomfon, he let me know, that his and my old commander, 
Captain Oakhum, was. dead fome months, and that, im- 
mediately after his death,,a difcevery had been n of 
fome valnable effets: that he had felonioufly fecreted out 
ofa prize by. the aflitance of Dr. Macthane, who was 
‘now actually in prifon on that account, and, being detti- 
tute of friends, fubfifted folely on the charity of my friend, 
whofe bounty he had implored in the mott abje@ manner, 
after having been the barbarous oceafion of. driving him 
to that terrible extremity on board the Thunder, which E 
have pea related. ‘Whatfoever ess eee might | 
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which he applied himfelf fo Leagiliy to the eae his 
fhip, that, with the afiftance of Mr. Thomfon, fhe was 
full in lel than tex weeks. his kind gentleman likewife - 
procured for Don Rodrigo bills upon London for the 
greateft part of his gold and filver, by which means. it was 
fecured againft the rifk of the feas and the enemy; and, 
before we failed, fupplied us with fuch large quantities of 
all kinds of frank. that not only we, but the whole fhip’ s 
company, fared fumptuoufly during the yoyage. 

Every thing being ready, we took our leave of our kind 
. entertainers, and going on board at Port Royal, fet fail 
for England on the tirft of June.—We beat up to wind- 
ward, with fine eafy weather; and one night believing 
ourfelves near Cape Tiberoon, lay to, with an intention 

to wood and water next morning: in ‘the bay: while we 
remained in this ftuation, a failor having drank more new 
Tum than he could carry, ftaggered overboard, and, not- 
*- withftanding all the means that could be ufed to preferve 
~ him, went to the bottom, and difappeared.. About two 
hours after this melancholy accident happened, as I en- 
joyed the cool air on the quarter-deck, 1 heard a voice 
-Tifing, as it were, out of the fea, and calling, ‘“< Ho, the 
«< fhip, a hoy ?’ Upon which one of the men upon the 
- forecaitle cried, ** Pll be d—d’d, if that*an’t Jack Mar- 
- linfpike, who went overboard!” Not a little furprifed 
at this event, I jumped into the boat that lay along-fide, 
with the fecond mate and four men, and rowing towards 
the place, from whence the voice (which repeated the 
hail,) feemed ts proceed, we perceived fomething floating - 
upon the water; when we had rowed a little farther, we 
difcerned it to, be a man riding pdes a hen-coop, who, fee- 
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tisfied in this particular, he cried, ** D—n the fhip, I 
** was in hopes it had been my own-——where are you 
*< bound?” We gratified his curiofity in this too; upon 
which he {uffered himfelf to be taken on board, and after 
being comforted witha dram, told us, he belonged to the 
~ Vefuvio man of war, upon a cruize off the ifland of Hit- 
paniola; that he had fallen over-board about four and 
twenty hours ago, and the fhip being under fail, they did 
not choke to bring to, but tofed a hen-coop over- -board 
for his convenience, upon which he,was in good hopes of 
reaching the Cape next morning ; howfomever, he was as 
well content to be aboard of us, becaufe he did not doubt 
but that we fhould meet his {hip; and if he had gone 
afhore on the bay, he might have been taken prifoner by 
the French._— My uncle and father were very much divert 
ed with the account of this fellow’s unconcerned beha- 
_Yyiour; and intwo days meeting with the Vefuvio, as he 
expected, fent him on board of her according to his defire. 

Having beat up fuccefsfully the windward paflage, we 
{tretched to the northward, and falling in with a wefterly 
wind, in eight weeks arrived in foundings, and in two 
days after made the Lizard.—It is impoflible to exprefs — 
the joy I felt at the fight of Englith ground! Don Rodrigo 
was not tummoved, and Ln ES ihed tears. of de ete eet cok | 
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three miles from the {quire’s habitation. Here I remained — 
till next evening, allaying the torture of my impatience 
with the rapturous hope of feeing that divine creature, af- 
ter an-ablence of eighteen months, which, fo far from im- 
pairing, had raifed thy love ta the moft exalted pitch! 
Neither were my reflections free from apprehenfion, that 
fometimes intervened in {pite of all my hope, and repre- 
fented her as having yielded to tha importunity of her 
brother, and bleffed the arms of an happy rival_—My 
thoughts were even maddened with the fear of her,death; 
and when I arrived in the dark at the houfe of Mrs. 
Sagely, [had not for fome time the courage to defire ad- 
mittance, left toy foul fhould be fhacked with difinal tid- 
ings, At length}; however, I knocked, and no fooner cer- 
tified the good gentlewoman of my voice, than fhe opened 
the door, and received me with a,moft affeGionate embrace 
that brought tears into her aged eyes: ** For Heaven’s 
“« fake, dear mother,” cried I, “ teH me, how is Nar- 
** ciffa? Is fhe the fame that-I left her??? She bleffed my 
ears with faying, *< She is as beautiful, in as good health, 
** and as much yours as ever.”——Tranfported at this af- 
- furance, I begged to know if I could not fee her that very 
night; when this fage matren gave me to. underftand that 
tay miftrefs: was in London, and that things were ftrangely _ 
altered in the fquire’s houfe fince my departure; that he 
had been married a whole year to Melinda, who at firft 
‘found means to wean his attention fo much from Narciffa, 
that tbe ‘became quite carelefs of that lovely fifter, com- 
forting himfelf with the claufe of his father’s will, by 
which the would forfeit her fortune, if fhe fhould marry 
without bis confent;—that my miftrefs, being but indif- 
ferently treated by her fifter-in-law, had made ufe of her - 
‘freedom fome months ago, and goneto toWn, where fhe 
was lodged with Mifs Williams, in expeGiation of my ar- 
rival; and had been peftered with the addreffes of Lord 
Quiverwit, who, finding her heart engaged, had faller —_ 
upon a great many fhifts, to perfuade her that | was 
dead; but finding all his artifices- unfuccefsful, and d 
fpairing of gaining-her affeGtion, he had confoled himfe 
for her indifference, by marrying another lady fome we 
ago, who had already left him on account of fome fam 
wneafinels 
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me, that there was nota great deal of harmony between 
Melinda and the {quire, who was fo much diigufted at 
the number of gallants who continued to hover about her, 
even after marriage, that he hurried her down into the 
country much againft her inclination, where their mutual 
animofities had rifen to {uch a height, that they preferved 
no decency before company or lervants, but abufed one 
another in the groffeft terms. — 

This good old gentlewoman, to give me a convincing 
proof of my dear Narciffa’s un alterable love, gratified me 
with a fight of the Jaft letter the had favoured her with, 
in which I was mentioned with fo much honour, tender- 
nefs, and concern, that my {foul was fired with i impatience, 
and I determined to ride all night, that I might have it 
the fooner in my power to make her happy.— Mrs. 
Sagely perceiving my eageruefs, and her maternal affec- 
tion being equally divided between Narcifla and me, 

begged leave to remind me of the fentiments with which 
1 went abroad, that would not permmt me, for any felfifh 
gratification, to prejudice the fortnne of that amiable. 
young lady, who muft entirely depend upon me, after ha- 
ving beftowed herfelf in marriages, Iti aked her for her. 
kind concern, and as briefly as pofflible deferibed my flou- 
rifhing: fituation, which aflorded this humane perfon infi-_ * 
nite wonder and fatisfacion. I told her that now I had 
an opportunity to manifeft my gratitude for the obligation 
lowed, I would endeavour to make her old age comfori 
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able and eafy; as a ftep to which 1 propofed fhe fhould 3 
_ come and live with Narcifla and me—This venerable’; ee a 
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firft acquaintance with me ; a mj | 
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ay 


- to fee him when I fhould not bein fuch a hurry as’ at pre~ 
~~ fent,—He infifted, however, on my ftaying breakfaft, and 


in the morning, where I alighted to procure frefh horfes ; 
and, as I walked into the inn, perceived an apothecary’s 


_ fhop on the other fide of the ftreet, With the name of 
Morgan over the door: alarmed at this difcovery I could 
not help thinking that my old mefs-mate had fettled in 


this’ place ; and upon inquiry, found my conje@ure true, 
and that he was married lately to a widow of that city, 
by whom he had got three thoufand pounds. Rejoiced 
at this intelligence, I went to his {hop as foon as it was 
open, and found my friend behind the counter,, bufy m- 
preparing a clyfter.—I faluted him at entrance, with 
** Your fervant, Mr. Morgan.”—Upon which he looked 
at me, and replying. «< Your moit humble fervant, goot 
“¢ Sins? rubbed ‘his ingredients in the mortar, without 
any emotion. .“ What!” faid I, * Morgan, have you 
<< forgot your old mefs-mate?” At thefe words, he look- 
ed up again, and ftarting, cried, “< As Cot is my—fure 
‘* it cannot—yes, by my falfation, I pelieve it is my tear 
<¢ friend Mr. Rantom.”—He was no fooner convinced of 
my identity, than he threw down the peftle, overfet the 
mortar, aud jumping over the board, fwept up’ the con- 
tents with his clothes, flew about my. neck, huoged me 


affectionately, and daubed me all over with turpentine and 


tlie yolks of eggs, which he had been mixing when I came’ 
ii.-Qur mutual congratulations being over, he told me’ 
that he found himfelfa widower upon his return from 
ft-Indies ; that he had got intereft to be appoint- 
ma of aman of war, in which- capacity he had. 
ed fome years, until he married an apothecary’s wi- 
swith: whom be now enjoyed a pretty good fum of 
» peace and quiet, and an indifferent good trade.— 
as very defirous of hearing my adventures, which I 
affured: him Thad not time to relate, but told him im’ ge- 
neral, my circumftances were very good, and that I hoped 
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introduced. me to his wite, who feemed to be a fe an 
fenfible woman, pretty well ftricketl-in years. In 
courfe of our cofverfation he fhewed the fleeve ba 
i had exchanged with him at our parting inthe W 
dies, and was not a little proud tefee that I had 
ved. his with the fame cares: When q suse 


een 








Macfhane’s condition, he feeds ed at art a3 gee over: big 
diftrefs; but after a little recolle@ion, he faid, “« Well,. 
«¢ he has paid for his malice, I forgife him, and may oes 
«* Cot forgife him likewile.” He expreffed great concern 
for the foul of ee Oakhum, which he believed was’ 
row gnafhing its teeth : but it was fome time before I 
could convince him of Thomfen’s being alive, at whofe 
good fortune neverthelefs he was extremely glad. 
Having renewed our proteftations of friendihip, Lh Ett 
honeit Welfhman and his fpoufe farewel, and, takin: 
poft-horfes, arrived at London that fame night, Ww 
found my father in good health, to whom I imparted: 
what [had learned of Narciffla. This indulgent parent 
approved of my intention of marrying her even without — 
a fortune, provided her brother’s confent could not be ok ; 
tained, promifed to make over to me, in a few days, a” i 
' falliciensy to maintain her in a fafhionable manner, and. 
_expreffed a defire of feeing this amiable creature who, had, 
captivated me fo much. As I had not flept the night ‘be- 
fore, and was befides fatigued with my journey, I found, 
myfelf under a neceflity of taking fome repofe, and went: ~ 
to bed accordingly: next morning, about ten o’clock, L 
took achair, and, according to Mrs. Sagely’s direations, 
went to my. clewaars lodgings, and inquired for Mifs. 
Williams, I had not waited.in a. parlour. longer. than a. 
minute, when this young weman entered, and no fooner, 
perceived me than the fhrieked, and ran. backward ; ‘A pot.’ 
between her and the door, and, clafping h her in my. arms, 
brought her to ‘herfelf by an embrace. <« Good Heaven,” 
criedifhe, <* Mr. Random, is it you, ‘indeed Pony miftrefs, 
*¢ will run diftra&ed with joy? le told her, at was: from. 
an apprehenfion that my fudden appearance would have had 
fome bad effect on my dear Narciffa, that I had defired, i 
to fee her firft, in order to concert feme method: of ace, z 
_-quainting her miftrefs gradually with my arrival, ‘She aps: ms! 
proved of my conduét, and, after haying yielded | te 
fuggeftions of her own friendfhip. in afking if my voy 
had _ been fuccefsful, charged herfelf with that. offic 
left me glowing with defire,of feeing and. embra 
bjeét of my love. Ina very little time I hee 
oming down ftairs. in. hatte, and the. voice. ° aia 
yronounce Withan eager tone, ‘* OQ. Hleayens | is. At. po 
bene AL * 
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ble! where is he??? How were my faculties aroufed at 
this well-known found! aud how was my foul tranfported, 
when fhe broke in upon my view in atl the bloom of ri- 
pened beauty ! 


“« Grace was in al] her fteps, heer nin her eye, 
‘ In ev’ry gefture dignity and love 1’? 


You, whofe fouls are fufceptible of the moft delicate im- 
preffions, whofe tender bofoms have felt the affecting vi- 


ciflitudes of love, who have fefered an abfence of eighteen 


long mouths from the dear objet of your “ey and 
found, at your return, the melting fair as kind and con- 
ftant as your heart could wiih, do me juftice on this occa- 

on, and conceive what unutterable rapture poffeffed us 
5 while we flew into each other’s arms! This was 
nd time for {peech—locked in a mutual embrace, we con- 


tinued fome minutes in a filent trance of joy !—When I 


thus encircled all that my foul held dear—while I hung 
over her beauties, beheld her eyes fparkle, and every fea- 
ture flufh with virtuous fondneis—when I faw her enchant- 
ing bofom heave with undiffembled rapture, and knew 
-myfelf the happy caufe—Heavens! what was my fitua- 
tion !—I am tempted to commit my paper to the flames, 
and to renounce my pen for ever, becaufe its moft ardent 
-and lucky expreflion fo poorly defcribes the emotions of 
my foul. ‘* O adorable Narciffa!” cried I; ** O mira- 
<< cleof beauty, love, and truth! Lat laft fold thee in my 
‘¢ arms! Lat laft can call thee mine !—No jealous brother 


«¢ {hall thwart our happinefs again; fortune hath at length 


<< recompenfed me for all my fufferings, and enabled me 


ip 


<< to do juftice to my love.” The dear creature {miled~ 
ineflably charming, and, With a look of bewitching ten- _ 


dernefs, faid, «* And fhall we never part again ?”—=** Ne- 
vert 4 replied, «* thou. wondrous pattern of all earthly 
€ perfeétion! never, until death fhall divide us !—By this 
‘< ambrofial kifs, a thoufand times more. fragrant than 
« breeze that fw eeps the orange Breve, I never more 
© leave thee.” q : 
As my firft ‘tranfport abated, my 
<< cand unre aruly. J was wee = 
a geome virtue ane 
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perceived the conflict within me, and with her ufual dig- 
nity of prudence called off my imagination from the ob- 
jeai in view, and, with eager expreflions of interefted cu- 
riofity, defired to know the particulars of my voyage. In 
his Leratified her inclination, bringing my ftory down 
‘to the prefent hour. She was infinitely furprifed at the 
circum{tance of my finding my father, which brought 
tears into her lovely eyes. She was tran{ported at hearing 
that he approved my flame, difcovered a longing defire of 
“being introduced to him, congratulated herifelf and me 
upon my good fortune, and oblerved, that this great and 
unexpected ftroke of fate feemed to have been brought 
about by the immediate dire@tion of Providence. Having 
entertained ourfelves fome hours with the genuine eflufions | 
of our fouls, I obtained her confent to complete my hap- | 
pinefs as foon as my father fhould judge it propengeand - 
‘applying with my own hands a valuable necklace, ‘COM 
pofed of diamonds and amethytts fet alternately, which an 
qld Spanith lady at Paraguay prefented me with, I took 
my leave, promifing to return in the afternoon with Don 
Rodrigo, When I went home, this SONer ans parent 
inquired very affectionately about the health of my dear 
Warciffa, to whom, that I might be the more agreeable, . 
he put intomy hands a deed, by which [ found myfelf in 
pofefiion of Sfteen thoufand pounds, exclufive of the pro- 
fits of my own merchandife, which amounted to three 
thoufand ‘more, After dinner I accompanied him to the 
lodging of my miftrefs, who, being drefled for the occa- 
fion, made a moft dazzling appearance. I could perceive 








him ftruck with her figure, which I really think wa 
moft beautiful that ever was created under the fun, He 
embraced her tenderly, and told her, he was proud of. 


asthe © = 


having a fo’ whohad fpirit to attempt, and gualitications _ oa 


to engage the affeftions of fuch -a’ fine lady. She blufhed Pe 





at this compliment, and, with eyes full of sie foftett ex 


_ guilhment, turned upon me, and faid, ee 
iste PR SIRE of Mr. Be ee attention, 





tA TA a i iti onc ED. 


= 


fence, I would have kiffed away. Without repeating the 


particulars of our converfation, I thall only obferve, that 
Don Rodrigo was as much charmed with her good fenfe 
as with her appearance; and fhe was no lefs pleafed with 
his underftanding and polite addrefs. It was determined, 
that he fhould write to the fguire, fignifying bis appro- 
‘bation of my paffion for his fifter, and offering a fettle- 


ment which he fhould have no reafon to rejea, ‘and that, 


if he fhould refufe the propofal, he fhould crown our mu- 
tual wilhes without any farther regard. 





< ‘CHAP. XXXII. 


My foe makes a prefent e Narciff The litter is “a 
patched to her brother—I appear among my acquaint- 
ance—Banter’s behaviouy—the fquirerefufes his confent— 
my uncle comes ta town—approves of my choice—I am 


married—we meet the {qutre and his wae at the play— — 


our a eee 1s courted. 


FTER having {pent the evening to the fatisfadion of 
£\ all prefent, my father addrefled himfelf thus ta Nar- 
‘cifla: <« Madam, give me leave to confider you hereafter 
*« as my daughter, in, which capacity 1 infift upon, your 





* accepting this firft ‘inftance of my paternal duty and — 


© affe@ion.” With thefe words, he put into ber hand a 
 bank- note for s500l.. which fhe no fooner examined than, 


with a low cue fhe replied, “* Dear Sir, though L 
ae have not the leaft occafion for this fupply; I have too 
great a veneration for you to refufe this proof of your 


aie -generofity and efteem, which I the more freely receive, 


-«¢ becaufe I already look upon Mr. Random’s intereft as 





— 


© infeparably conneéted with mine.” He was extremely 
well pleafed at her frank: ‘and ingenuous reply 
which we faluted, and wifhed her good night, * Ah : 
at my requeft, Was-difpatched to Suffex by. an expr 
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nificence of my appearance: Banter in particular was 
confounded at the {trange viciflitudes of my fortune, the 
caufes of which he endeavoured in vain to difcover, uae 
I thought fit to difclofe the whole fecret of my laft 
voyage, partly on confideration of our former intimacy,. 
and partly to-preyent unfavourable conjectures which he 
and others, in all probability,, would have madé in regard 
to my circumftances.. He profefted great fatisfaction at. - 
« this. piece of news, and I had no caule to believe him in~ 
fince: ‘e, when I confidered, that he would now look upon. 
~ himfelf as acquitted of the debt he owed me, and at the 
fame time flatter himfelf with hopes of borrowing more.. 
—I carried him home to dinner with me, and my father 
liked his converfation fo. much, that upon hearing his dif- 
ficulties, he defired me to accommodate him for the pre- 
fent, and inquire if he would : ‘accept of a commifiion in 
the army, towards the purchafe ef which he would wil- 
lingly lend him money. Accordingly, I gave my friend s 
an Opportunity of being alone with me, whe [ 
pected, he told me, that he was juft upon the» 
ing reconciled to an old rich uncle, whofe he: 
but wanted a few pieces for immediate expence,. w 
dered I would lend him, and take his bond for the 
His. démand was limited to ten guns: ; and wh 















_ thea a. it into his purfe, faid, « Ay, te 2 
-* you’ll have the whole ina very fhort time.” Wa 
Be: taken his note, to fave the expence of a bond, Le 
 preffed fome furprife, that a fellow of his fpirit fhould 1 
ter away his time in idlenefs, and afked why he did tt 
tue to. make his fortune i in the army.—** What!” fa 
he, “ throw away ‘money upon.a fubaltern’ s. commitio 
<< to. be under the command of a ‘parcel of feoundrels, - ‘ 
‘¢ who- have raifed themfelves. above me by. the mott fas) 
_ mous pratices ! no, I love independency too well to — 
© facrifice my life, health and pleafure e to fuch a. pitifal | ue 
ee ie Gani hope him aye Lae this wa: cob Mites. ie 
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“« CONCERNING a fetter which I ae fableribea 
«RB, Random, this is the anfwer:—As for you, | know 
“nothing of you.—Your fon, or pretended fon, I have 
** feen ;—if he marries my fifter, at his peril ‘he. it; Ido 
declare, that he fhall not have one farthing of her for- 
“* tune, which becomes my property, if the takes a huf- — 
‘« band without my confent.—Your fettlement I do be- — 
*« lieve is all a fham, and yourfelf no better than you 
«* fhould be; but if you had all the wealth of the Indies, 
* your fon fhall never marry in our family with the con- 
*« fent of 
“ Orson Toremant.” 





My father was not much Ppl’, at this polite letter, 
after having heard the chara@er of the author: and as for 
me, I was even pleafed at his refufal, becaufe I now had 
an opportunity of thewing my difinterefted love. By his 
permiflion l waited upon my charmer, and having imparted 
to her the contents of her brother’s letter, at which fhe 
: wept bitterly, in fpite of all my confolation and carefes, 
the time of our marriage was fixed at the diftance of two 
-days.—During this interval in which my foul was wound 
up to the laft ftretch of rapturous expe@ation, Narciffa en- 
deayoured to reconcile fome of her relations in town to her 
marriage with mes but finding them all deaf to her re- 
monftrances, either out of envy or prejudice, fhe told me 
“with the moft enchanting fweetnefs, while the tears be-_ 
‘dewed her lovely cheeks, “¢ Sure the world will no longer 
‘« qgueftion your generofity, when yon take a poor forlorn 
*« Legear to your arms.” Affeéted with her forrow, I 
prefied the fair. mourner to my breaft, and {wore that fhe 
was more dear and welcome on that account, becaufe fhe 
had facrificed her friends and fortune to her love fort 
»—Miy unele, for whofe charaGer fhe had a great » ven 
tion, being by this time come to town, I introduced 
tomy bride: and although he was not very much | 
to refined fenfations, he was {truck dumb. witl adini: 
vg ee her cae fter having kiffed and gazed at 
. me,” ed to me, faying, Odds. bo: 
| Fes a notable prize ince, finely b bate | 
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_ rioufly rigged, i’faith! If fhe an’t well manned, when 
«* you have the command of her, firrah, you deferve to 
<< goto fea ina cockle-fhell. =No offence, 1 hope, niece; . 
<¢ you muft not mind what I fay, being (as the faying 
¢¢ is) a plain fea-faring man, thof, mayhap, I shave as 
«« much regard for you as another.”—-She received him 
with great civility; told him, fhe had longed a great 
while to fee a perfon to whom fhe was fo much indebted 
for his generofity to Mr. Random; that fhe looked upon 
himas her uncle, by which name fhe begged leave to call 
him for the future, and that fhe was very fure he could 
fay nothing that could give her the leaft offence. The 
honeft captain was tranfported at her courteous behaviour, 
and infifted upon giving her a tway at the ceremony, {wear- 
ing that he loved her as well as if fhe was his own child, 

_ and that he would give two Posland guineas to the firft 
fruit of our love, as foon as it could {queak.—Every thing 
being prepared for the foleninization of our nuptials,which _ 
were to be performed privately at my father’s houfe, the — 
aufpicious hour arrived, when Don Rodrigo and my 
uncle went in the coach to fetch the bride and Mifs Wil- 
liams; leaving me with a parfon, Banter, and Strap, nei- 
ther of whom had as yet feen my charming miftrefs.— My 
faithful valet, who was on. the rack of i impatience to be: 
hold a lady of whom he had heard fo much, no foon 
underftood that the coach was returned, than he place 
himfelf at a window to havea peep at her as fhe alighted; 
and when he faw her, he clapped his hands together, turn- 
ed up the white of his eyes, and with his mouth wide 
open, remained in a fort of extafy, which broke out into, _ 
‘© O Dea certe!—qualis in Eurote ripis, aut per juga Cyn- — 
‘¢ thi exercet Diana chorus!”—-The do@or and Banter 

_ were furprifed to hear my man fpeak Latin; but when my 
father led Narciffa into the room, the objeé of their ad-. 
miration was foon changed, as appeared-in the counte- — 
nance of both.—Indeed they muft have been the mot in- — 
.  fenGble of all beings, could they have belield, without — 
Uist oy the divine creature that Sie est ead She. was 
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dignified the necklace [ had given her; her looks glowed’ 
with modefty and love ; and her bofom, through the veil 
_ ef gauze that fhaded it, afforded.a profpe@ of Elyfium ! 

—l received this ineftimable gift of Providence as became 
me; and ina little time the clergyman did his office, my: 
uncle, at his own earneft reqneft, aciing the part ofa fa- 
ther to my dear Narcifla, who trembled very much, and 
_had fcarce fpirits fufficient to fupport her under this great 
change of fituation,—Soon as fhe was mine by the laws of _ 
heaven and earth, I printed a burning kifsupon her lips,. 
my father embraced her tenderly, my uncle hugged her 
with great affeGion, and I prefented her to my friend 
Banter, who faluted her in a yery polite manner ; Mifs. 
Williams hung round her neck, and wept plentifully 5. 
while Strap fell upon his knees, 1 begged to kifs his 
_dady’s hand, which fhe prefented with great affability.— 





1 I thall not pretend to deferibe my own. feelings at this 
> jun@ure; let it fuffice to fay, that after having fupped 





: : were now in my poffefion! Beauty ! which, whether fleep> 


and entertained ourfelves till ten o’clock, I cautioned my 
Narciffa againit expofing her health by fitting up too late, © 
and fhe was prevailed upon to withdraw with her maid to: © 
an apartment deftined for us, When fhe left the room, 
her face was over{pread with a blufh that fet all my blood 
in a ftate of fermentation, and made every pulfe beat with: 
tenfold vigour! She was fo cruel as to let me remain in 
- this condition a full half hour; when, no longer able to: 
reftrain my impatience, | broke from the company, burft 
into her chamber, puthed out her confidante, locked the. 
door, and found her—OQ_ heaven and earth! a feaft, a — 
thoufand times more delicious. than my moft fanguine hope 
prefaped !—-But let me not profane the chafte mydteries of. 
Hymen—I wassthe happieft of men. 

In the morning | was awaked by three or font drums,, 


-avhich Banter ‘had placed. under the window; upon which — : 


¥ withdrew the. curtain, and enjoyed the unfpeakable {as 
Ee tisfadion of contemplating. thefe anelic charms which 


ig or awake, fhot forth peculiar praces !—The light d¢ 
ay ‘upon. a y eyes, the awoke alfo, and, 1 
h 4 4 











vipat joys Ceould not believe tha cMiee cet 
es. me Suosieu all that had. fare 





con a 














“RODERICK RANDOM. 


fictions of a dream! In the mean time my uncle knocked 
at the door, and bid me turn ont; for Thad hada long ~ 
fpell. I-got up accordingly, and font Mifs Williams ta” 
her miittreis, myfelf receiving the congratulations of. Cap- . 
tain Bowling, who rallied me in his fea phrafe. with great 
fuccefs. In lefs than an hour Don Rodrigo led my wife 
in to breakfaf, where ihe received the compliments of the 
company on her looks, which they faid, if poffible, were 
improved by matrimony. As her delicate ears wefe of- 
fended with none of thofe indecent ambiguities, which are 
too often fpoke on fach occafions, fhe behaved with dig- 
nity, unatfeded modefty, and eafe; and, as a teftimony 
of my atle@ios and ~ elteem, I prefented her, in prefence 
‘oF them all, with a deed. _ by which L fettled the whole 
fortune I was poffefted of on her and her heirs for ever 
She accepted it with a glance: ‘of the moft tender acknowledg- 
ment, obferved, that fhe could not be furprifed at any — 
thing of this kind I fhonld do, and defired my father to @ 
“take the trouble of keeping it, faying, “ Next to my 
*¢ own, Mr. Random, you are the perfon i in whom I ought 
“ to have the greateft confidence.” Charmed with her 
“prudent and ingenuous manner of proceeding, he took the 
paper, and affured her, that. it fhould not ie its value 
while in his cuftody. 

As we had not many vilits to give and aeue. he Hit- 
tle time we {taid in town was fpent in going to public di- _ 
verfions, where, 1 have the vanity to think, Narcifla fel- — 
dom was eclipfed. One night, in particular, we had fent_ # 
‘our footman.to keep one of the ftage -boxes, which weno. 
~ fooner entered, than we perceived in the oppofite box the 
fquire and his lady, who feemed not a little furprifed at 
feeing us. I was pleafed at this opportunity of confront- 

/ing them, the more, becaufe Melinda was. robbed of all 
her admirers by my wife, who happened tk ' 
-outthine her fifter both in beauty and in drefs. She was 
piqued at Narcifta’s vidory, toffed her head a thoufand — 
different ways, flirted her fan, looked at us ‘with difdain, — 

then pilates to le Auiband, and pecke out into : an af~ 
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fpread, with many circumftances to our difadvantage, by 

the induftry of this malignant creature, a certain fet of 
perfons, fond of fcandal, began to ingne into the par- 
ticulars of my fortune, which they ug fooner underftood to 

be independent, than the tables were turned, and our ac- 
quaintance was courted as muchas it had been defpifed be- 
fore: but Narcifla had too much dignity of pride to encou- 
rage this change of conduct, efpecially in her reiations, 
whom fhe could never be prevailed upon to fee after the 
malicious Sedade they had raifed to her yee 
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+ oh, father intends to vifit th é of ie nativity —we Are 
: - pofe to accompany him may cle renews his will in my 
favour, determining to go to fea again—we fet out for 
@ Scotlaritew ay rive at Edinburgh—purchafe @ our paternal 
-  eftate—proceed to it—halt at the town where I was edu- 
cated—take up my bond to Crab—the behaviour of Potion 

and his wife, and | one of my female coufins—our reception 

at the efiate—Strap marries WMifs Williams, and is fet- 

tled by nay father to his own fatisfattion-—I an more and 


more happy 


Y father: Piece torevifit his native country, and 

pay the tribute of a few tears at my mother’s 
grave, Narciffa-and 1 refolved.to accompany him in the 
ition of this pious office, and accordingly prepared _ 

1 e journey ; : ain which, however, my uncle would not — 
engage, being refolved tostry his fortune once more at fea, 
In the mean time he renewed his will in favour of my wife 
and me, and eepoliies it in the hands of his brother-i -1n- 
daw ; while I-(that I might not be wanting tomy own. 
“intereft) fummoned the (quire to produce his father’s will 
at Doéor’s Commons, and rece a pros to ee 
oie affair in my abfence... = 
“avery thing being rie fettled, 
‘our friends in. London, and. Ba 
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fame weeks. People of our figure could not fail of attraa- 
ing the notice of fuch a {mall place, where, as foon as our 


family was known, we were loaded with careffes, and 


a purcmaie of the fpot where he was born, and aeeuly 


= 


a ee Bow’ t you ier me, Row 3 274 





Narciffa was fo much Hesied with the civilities fhe receiv- 
ed, that fhe protefted fhe would never defire to live in 
any other part of the world. 

‘Here Don Rodrigo having intelligence that his ne- 
phew the fox-hunter had {pent ‘his eftate, which was to be 
expofed to fale by public auion, he determined to make 


bought the whole of his father’s lands. 

In a few days after the bargain was made, we left 
Ed inburgh, in order to go and take poffeilion ; and, by 
the way, halted one night in the town where I was edu-- 










: cated —Upon i inquiry, I found that. Mr. Crab was dead ; 


whereupon I fent for his executor, paid the fum L oa, 
with iotereft, and took up my bond. Mr. Potion and his. 
wife, hearing of our arrival, had the afurance to come to 
the inn where we lodged, and fent up their names, with 
a defire of being permitted to pay their refpecis to my fa- 
ther and me: but their fordid behaviour towards me, = 
when I wasan orphan, had made too deep an impreftion : 
on my mind to be effaced by this mean mercenary piece - 
of condefcenfion ; I therefore rejected their meflage with 
difdain, and bid Strap tell them, that my father and J 
defired to have no communication with fuch low- minded 
wretches as they were. 

They had not been gone half an hour, ako a woman, 
without any ceremony, opened the door of the room waere 
we fat, and making towards my father, accofted hit with, 
es Uncle, your fervant—I am glad to. fee you?—Tl MS 
Was no pe than one of my: ieee nee ale ned i in 















faid I, ** for my own part, A hall never ae 
le this i is one of the young ladies, whoa Le 
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muttering curfes as fhe went down ftairs: we afterwards 
learned that {he was married to an enfign, who had alrea-. 
dy fpent all her fortune; and that her Gfter had bore a 

child to her mother’s footman, who is now her hufbabd, 
and keeps a petty ale-houfe in thé country. 

The fame of our flourifhing condition having arrived at 
this place before us, we got notice that the magiftrates 
intended next day to compliment us with the freedom. of 
their town; vpon which my father, confidering their 
complaifance-in the. right point of view, -ordered the: hor- 
festo the coach early.in the morning, when we proceed- 
ed to our eftate, which lay about a dozen miles. from as 
place. i - an Se 

Woohen we came -within hi 1 a anne ot ts ee we 
were met by a prodigious number of poor tenants, men,. 

_ women, and children, who teftified their joy by loud ac- 
clamations, and accompanied our coach to the gate. As 
there is no part of the world in-which the peafants are 
more attached to their lerds than in Scotland, we were _ 
-almoft devoured by their affeGion, in getting out of the — 
coach: my father had always been their favourite, and 

now that he’ appeared their mafter, after being thought 
dead fo. long, - ‘their joy broke ont into a thoufand: extra- 
vagances: when we got into the court-yard, we were fur-_ 
rounded by a valt number, who crow ded togeth er fa clofe-. 
ly to fee us, that feveral were in danger of being fqueez-. 
ed to death; thofe who were near Don Rodrigo fell 
upon their knees, and kiffed his hand, or the hem of 
_ his garinent; praying aloud for Jong life and profperity. 
to him; others approached Narcifla and me in the. fame _ 
. manner ; while the reft clapped their hands at. a diftance, — 
d in oked Heaven: to thower | its. choicett bleffings on. 
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neichbourhood, moft of them our relations, one of whom. 
brought along with him my coufin the fox-hunter, whe 
had itaid at his houfe ince he was obliged to leave his 
own. My father was generous enough to receive him 
kindly, and even promifed to._purchafe for him a commil- 
fion in the army, at which he exprefied great thankfulnefs 
and joy. — 

My charming Narcifla was univerfally admired and 
loved for her beauty, affability and geod fenfe; and fe 
well pleafed with the fituation of the piace, and the com- 
pany around, that flee has not yet dilcovered ae leaft de- 
fire of changing herhabitation. 

We had not been many d ed, when I prevailed 
pon my father to pay a vi e village where Il had 
been at {chool. Here we were received by the principal | 
inhabitants, who entertained us in the church, where Mr. > 
Syntax the {cheolmafter (my tyrant being dead) pro-. 
nounced a Latin fpeech in honour of our family: and. 
none exerted themfelves more than Strap’s father and re- 
lations, who looked upon the honeft valet as the firft gen- 
tleman of their race, and honoured his benefactors ac-— cee 
cordingly.—Having received the homage of this place, we. 
retired, leaving forty pounds for the benefit of the poor 
of the parifh; and that very night Strap being a little 
elevated with the regard that had been fhewn to him, and 
to me on his account, ventured to tell me that he had a 
ineaking kindnefs for Mifs Williams, and that if bis lady 
vand I-would wfe our intereft in his behalf, he did. not 
doubt that fhe would liften to his addreffes. Surprifed at. - 
this propofal, I afked if he knew the ftory of that unfor- 
tunate ngs gentlewoman: : upon whichhe replied, ‘Yes; 
«* yes, | know what you mean——fhe has been unhappy, ec 
ee ai you—but what of that? Iam convinced of her 
- ore ee ; or os you and my good lady would not » 
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nllity of love, rooted by that i 
interchange of hearts, which not 
wedlock | can produce, Fortune feer 
E imple amends for her former crne 
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2 IL 
HO he impetuous tranfports of ay pafioa, aré 

: fettled, and mellowed into endearing fondaels and. 
imate connedtien 
ht bet virtuous: 
determined to make. 


explains that cl io. ae eae : 
r reftrictio n¢ age of nineteen, after which fie was _ 
her oa cise would have fet out for London 
anediately after’ receiving this piece of intelligence ; but > 

een : ee of ete, and: neat tor 
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